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Suzanne Moore: 
What is a whore? 
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Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

Bill Clinton seemed on track 
yesterday to defeat his Repub- 
lican challenger Bob Dole and 
win the US Presidential elec- 
tion. thus becoming the first De- 
mocrat since' Franklin 
Roosevelt in 1^36 to win a sec- 
ond successive term in the 
While House. 

The last hatch of election day 
opinion polls showed the 50- 
v car-old President with a dou- 
hle-digit lead, enough if 
translated into actual votes to 
give him a handsome majority 
in the 5. ; .s-mvjnber eluch >raJ col- 
lege which technically decides 
the outcome of the vole. 

Though .1 string of Democ- 
ratic campaign finance scandals 
huv e stirred fresh doubts about 
Admin:-; ration ethics and cut 
into Mr Clinton’s once over- 


whelming lead, the mood was 
euphoric' on as the Presidential 
plane carried Mr Ginton track 
to Little Rock. Arkansas, in the 
early hours yesterday to cast his 
vote’ in what is the final election 
of his career. 

An exhausted Mr Dole re- 
lumed to his home town of Rus- 
sell Kansas, to vole in his last 
election after 43 years in na- 
tional politics. “It’s uphill, but 
it can be done." he declared af- 
ter casting his ballot, the final 
moment of a draining 10.500 
mile, 96-hour round-the-clock 
chase through 20 states for 
votes which wrapped up his 
campaign. “1 feel a little ner- 
vous. I never voted for myself 
before as President. - 

To win. Mr Dole needed 
whaL placards at his final rallies 
were proclaiming as "The Up- 
set ol the Century ". One en- 
couraging sign how ever was a 


In Roosevelt’s footsteps 


poll showing Mr Dole had nar- 
rowed the gap in Ohio, a Mid- 
western state without which no 
Republican has ever won the 
White House, to just two points. 
But a final-day Gallup poll 
showed Mr Ginton leading na- 
tionally by 52 per cent to 41 per 
cent, with 7 per cent support- 
ing the Reform Party candidate 
Ross PeroL 

Though the Texas billionaire 
has hardly moved beyond sin- 
gle figures, a late surge in his 
support at the expense of Mr 
Clinton could hold the key to 
Mr Dole's hopes of capitalising 
on concerns about the Presi- 
dent’s character and securing an 
upset (hat would eclipse any in 
American political history.’ 


Tb the end Mr Perot has lam- 
basted the White House over 
ethics and campaign finance, 
warning that Mr Clinton could 
be indicted. “Wc are on the 
verge of Witergpte U and a con- 
stitutional crisis," Mr Perot de- 
clared as he went to vote in his 
home city of Dallas. “Why 
would you even think of voting 
for a President who violates the 
law, doesn’t tell the truth and 
doesn’t keep his promises?” 


And yesterday brought more 
embarrassment for the Ad- 
ministration, as officials con- 
ceded that the Indonesian 
billionaire James Riady, whose 
Lippo group has made large 
contributions to the Democra- 
tic party, had made more than 
a dozen visits to the White 
House over the past four years, 
during which he discussed US 
trade policy with Mr Clinton. 

Assuming a Clinton win, and 


Taste for re-election, page 12 
Cynicism wins, old warrior, page 13 
Rupert Cornwell, page 16 


if the Republicans retain con- 
trol of Congress, this develop- 
ment further ensures that the 
Democrats' seamy campaign 
finance record will come under 
intense scrutiny in the months 
ahead. Indeed a host of unre- 
solved scandals and ethics issues 
arc the darkest single cloud on 
a second Clinton term. 

But if there seemed little 
doubt over the outcome of the 
Presidential contest, the battle 
lor control of Congress was set 
to run late into the night. Just 
before lunch, the Dow Jones in- 
dex was 50 paints up, reflecting 
Wall Street's growing belief 
that the Republicans would 
preserve their majority. 

On the Senate side, where the 


But is the Comeback Kid in the FDR class? 



frpMvett; Architect of die modem 
democratic Party 


Ho looks set to be remembered a$> the 
Comeback Kid of all times. Two wars 
ago. a second victory for Bill Clinton 
seemed inconceivable. Yet long before 
yesterday, it had already bee* 'me in- 
evitable. If. in addition to Mr Clinton's 
return to the White House, the De- 
mocrats win track control of Congress, 
then Mr Clinton's achievement will be 
doubly astonishing, matching that of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

At first glance, that comparison 
looks feeble. After alL FDR was the 
architect not only of the modem De- 
mocratic Party but of (be modern 
presidency as well. Seizing the op- 
portunity created by the Great De- 
pression. he forged an alliance 
betw een the two great blocks of vot- 
ers who hated the Republicans: white 
southerners who could not forgive 
them for winning the Civil War, and 
northern immigrants who saw them 
as a discredited' self-satisfied Protes- 
tant business elite. It was FDR’s 


great achievement Ry GOCtfTGV Hod£SOfl cnls l ^ an in h° w 
to weld these im- J 1 b the context of 


probable partners 

together under the leadership of 

progressive intellectuals. 

But that coalition has been falling 
apart since the Vietnam war and the 
civil rights revolution tore away great 
chunks of traditional Democratic 
support in the 1960s. The task for Mr 
Clinton was to hold on to the re- 
maining bastions of Democratic sup- 
port - among them blacks and other 
minorities and a majority of women 
- and attract as many other voters, 
and especially southern and western 
white males, as possible. That, to a 
remarkable degree, he has achieved, 
and that is how he has won a second 
term. By this test, Bill Ginton is far 
from piiny. 

As a campaigner. Mr Clinton is in 
FDR's class. As a politician, he has 
been far less successful But the dif- 
ference lies less in the two men's tal- 


o lbe of 

” American politics 

and the mood of the American peo- 
ple have changed Rim* machinery has 
atrophied Candidates campaign in the 
media and largely with paid adver- 
tisements. That costs money - hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars - and 
Republicans have more money than 
Democrats. 

In amr case, FDR wasn’t truly the 
FDR of legend. His personal glam- 
our and his political skill, not to men- 
tion the prestige he acquired later as 
the architect of victory, obscures 
the fact that the New Deal didn’t re- 
ally work. It was the war, not the Na- 
tional Recovery Act, that ended the 
Depression. 

Nor was FDR in all respects the 
noble figure his admirers presented 
to the public. Like Mr Clinton, he had 
his sexual peccadilloes and his po- 
litical skeletons. In those days the 


press did not write about such things. 

Bnt Roosevelt was more than just 
a man who won elections. He saw 
(hat the president's strategic strength 
lies in the fact that he is the only 
leader all Americans vote for. He 
alone can reach out over the heads 
of politicians and interests alike, por- 
traying himself as “the president of 
all the people". 

Americans in FDR's time were full 
of righteous anger and long-term op- 
timism. full of dreams of building a 
more prosperous society at home 
and a safer world. Today’ they axe at 
once wrapped in ideas of their own 
“exceptionalism" and full of self- 
doubt, largely indifferent to the out- 
side workLsiispickms of government, 
yet determined not to lose its bene- 
fits. In his campaigns. Bill Clinton has 
shown a rare gift for articulating this 
mood of discontent. In a second 
term, he may surprise everyone by tak- 
ing radical action to assuage it. 


De Glanville to Tax U-turn to 
captain England deprive fat cats 


Phil de Glanville, 2s. who cup- 
Bath. i> to be England nig- 
captain. His appointment 
ins that his predecessor 
I Carling, fiiccs a tight with 

f m > Guscott lor the one 
Mile centre pUe. "It is time 
someone new to put his 
moo the side,” de Glanville 
Pages 24 and 28 
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The Chancellor. Kenneth 
Gurkc. made a last minute U- 
tum and did not include capi- 
tal gains tax cuts in last tear's 

Budget because Cedric Brown, 
who was the chief executive of 
British Gas and Britain's most 
notorious “fat cat", would hove 
m;ide too much money Irom it. 
The proposed reduction in the 
rate of tax from 40p in the 
i pound to 24p would have gone 
towards honouring John Ma- 
jor's promise to abolish the 
tax, Mr Brown, who has retired, 
personified popular disapproval 
of “fat cats". Plage 2 
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Yeltsin fine Ridings head 
after operation expels 12 pupils 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
is in a critical 48-bour period af- 
ter which his surgeons will get 
a clearer of Ihe success of the 
mutiptc heart by-paw operation. 
He is on a respiratory machine 
following the seven-hour oper- 
ation during which doctors 
stopped his heart for 68 min- 
utes. Mr Yeltsin, 65, has tem- 
porarily transferred power to 
the Prime Minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. A medical bul- i 
ktin said: “Everything was fine, 
great. He is OK.” Mr Yeltsin 
was confident he would be hack 
to work soon. Page 9 


The new headmaster of the 
troubled Ridings School m Hal- 
ifax. dosed because of assaults 
on teachers by pup*, expelled 
12 students and temporarily 
excluded 23. Peter Clark wns ap- 
pointed acting head last week. 
His action came as the school’s 
governors met to discuss an in- 
spection report which is ex- 
pected to brand the school a 
failure. His actions are expect- 
ed to go some way towards 
meeting the dcamnds of teach- 
ers who said they would strike 
Unless 60 children were ex- 
pelled. Page 5 
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Democrats need a net gain Of 
three while defending four high- 
ly vulnerable southern seals, 
change is unlikely. The House 
of Representatives, where the 
Democrats must win a net 19 
seats and 73 first-time Repub- 
lican Congressmen are de- 
fending their seats, is still a 
toss-up, bnt Republicans believe 
that a public desire not to give 
a “blank cheque” to Mr Ginton 
and the Democrats wiD keep 
them in the majority. If so it 
would be the first time since 
1930 that the party has kept con- 
trol for more than two years. 

Meanwhile the expected 
post-election changes at the 
top of the Administration were 


to White House officials. Mr 
Giiiton’s diief of staff Leon 
Panetta wants to step down. 
Among others not expected to 
serve in a second term are the 
Secretary of State, Warren 
Giristopher, Attorney-Gener- 
al Janet Reno, and perhaps 
also William Perry, the De- 
fense Secretary. 

In the first results, announced 
just after midnight yesterday, 
the two New Hampshire ham- 
lets of Dixville Notch and Hart's 
Location came in for Mr Dole, 
by 31 votes against 20 for Mr 
Clinton and five for Mr Perot. 
US elections, pages 12 and 13 
How wifi CKn too fore? page 16 
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Itixad been a pleasant lunch, fol- 
lowed by a brisk walk, and 1 en- 
tered the Chamber just as the 
bishop, who conducts daily 
prayers, was leaving (I bet he’s 
a supporter of New Labour). So 
I fell into a reverie up in the 
gallery. Below me party jibes 
were exchanged gently across 
the Chamber, above me - be- 
yond the skylight - swallows 
were skimming through the 
bright autumn air. 

And suddenly, like rap mu- 
sic played on a monster hi-fi at 
3am in a suburban mews, a bel- 
lowing voice woke the slum- 
bering journalists with a jolt, and 
had the clerks pulling their 
wigs over their ears. 

“ONLY WE HAVE GIVEN 
THE PLEDGE TO IN- 



CREASE HEALTH SPEND- 
ING YEAR BY YEAR BY 
YEAR BY YEAR", roared the 
Health Secretary, Stephen Dor- 

reU. 

Who. I wondered, was he 
veiling at? What had annoyed 
him so badly? Gradually, as Mr 
Dorrell answered all questions 
at the top of his voice, I realised 


that he was not angry, but that 
the volume control on his lar- 
ynx had broken. 

Breakfast in the Dorrell 
household must be a trial, with 
the kids in car-muffe, all the 
glassware hidden, and Dad ask- 
ing whether there is “ANY 
MORE TOAST!” 

From the Labour front bench 
Tessa Jowell, dressed in the 
New Labour uniform of short- 
bob and twin-set (powder-blue, 
for those of you wondering 
what the Fofiett Girls are wear- 
ing this autumn), asked a fair- 
enough question about the use 
of “finished consultant 
episodes” as a measure of pa- 
tient treatment (the same pa- 
tient released too early from 
hospital then re- treated, counts 


twice). This was Dorrell’s reply, 
shouted at a zillion decibels: 
“SHE STILL REFUSES TO 
GIVE THE PLEDGE THAT 
SHE WILL INCREASE 
SPENDING YEAR BY 
YEAR BY YEAR BY YEAR 
BY YEAR!” 

Of course she does. U she 
committed herself to spending 
one penny extra on corn-plas- 
ters, it would be the end of 
Labour’s attempt to portray it- 
self as the prudent party; the sky 

would fall on their heads and afl 
would be lost 

DorreU's pledge (which orig- 
inated with the Prime Minister 
at the party conference) is thus 
designed specifically to embar- 
rass the opposition. 

So it was tactically risky for 


Tony Blair to raise the issue of 
health during Prime Minister's 
Questions later on. But he did. 

“The NHSisina state of cri- 
sis", what was the Government 
going to do about it? 

Pul tons and tons of money 
into it, unlike you lot, said Mr 
Major. No, you should cut 
bureaucracy and make it more 
efficient, said Mr Blair, in a 
total role reversal But the So- 
cialist Health Association says 
that would be wrong, the Prime 
Minister replied surreaHstical- 
ly. 

' Perhaps h was the oddness erf 

this exchange that set up a re- 
markable Majorism, also on 
health. Paddy (who has stared 
death in the free, and is sat 
afraid of putting taxes up) had 


done his bit on trolleys in cor- 
ridors and half-completed brain 
surgery, and the PM had given 
a weary “wmt-for-the-buoget” 
answer, ending with “I have 
nothing further to say”. Then, 


suddenly adding m fftoudhigh- 
pitched voice (left over from 
Stephen Dorrell, perhaps), 
“EXCEPT THIS!’* 

“This” was the pbfcfee to in- 
crease health speueft^ year af- 
ter year after year etc.'*Yoa 
don’t lave to look in the. mfr- 
’ror", Mr Major said emphati- 
cally, “when you can look at the 
record”. 

No, I suppose not Why wor- 
ry about what you look Eke now, 
when yon can read about what 
you kicked like a long time ago? 
It makes perfect sense. 


Fear of fat 
cat’s gain 
foiled plan 
to axe tax 


The £200 plastic front door that 
cost the taxpayer £10000 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth. Clarke drew back 
from a planned cut in capital 
gains tax on the eve of last 
year’s Budget because Cedric 
Brown, then chief executive of 
British Gas and the most no- 
torious of Britain's fat cats, 
would have made too much 
money out of iL 

The proposed reduction 
from 4 Op in the pound to 24p 
would have gone part of the way 
to honouring the Prime Minis- 
ter's pledge to abolish capital 
gains and inheritance taxes. 
But the Chancellor made a 
last-minute U-tura when an 
alert Treasury official noticed 
that there would be a windfall 
for Mr Brown and other high-, 
ly paid executives if he went- 
ahead. 

Mr Brown's 75 per cent pay 
increase last year, before he 
stepped down from British Gas, 
created a national uproar. 
Although not Britain's highest- 
paid businessman, he became 
the lightning-conductor for 
popular disapproval of execu- 
tive greed. 

On top of his salary and in- 
centive payments of nearly 
£500,000 and a pension worth 
£5im, Mr Brown had share op- 
tions worth about £300,000 a 
year ago. A reduction of 16p in 
the rate of capita] gains tax 
could have saved him nearly 
£50.000 in tax if he had exer- 
cised all the options. 

The average tax saving for 
fat cats if the Chancellor had 
gone ahead would have been 


around £30.000, and the hand- 
ful with share options worth 
more than £Im would have 
saved close to £160,000 in lax. 
The move would have de- 
lighted the Labour Party, 
which already regarded Mr 
Major’s pledge as the Gov- 
ernment's worst tactical mis- 
take on the tax front. Labour 
had prepared a fat cats dossier 
ahead of last year’s Budget just 
in case. 

The party calculated that 
abolition of the tax would cre- 
ate a boardroom bonanza at the 
privatised utilities, with tax sav- 
ings of £492,000 for Roger Un- 
win, former chief executive of 
London Electricity, for example, 
and £181,000 for Ed Willis, 
chief executive of Powergen. 

Although both Mr Major 
and Mr Clarke have since re- 
peated the promise to abolish 
capital gains tax, tax experts be- 
lieve the Government will re- 
main vulnerable to the same 
problem. “They are very keen 
not to give the Labour Party any 
easy targets,” said Andrew DH- 
not, director of the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies. 

A move to abolish inheritance 
lax was more likely this year. “It 
is symbolic, and it’s cheap and 
easy because it does not raise 
much money.” he said. 

However, even if there are fat 
cats who would profit from a cut 
in capital gains tax, Mr Brown 
is no longer among them. His 
options over 703,000 British 
Gas shares are currently worth- 
less because of the low level of 
the company's share price on 
the stock market. 


Dorrell wins 
extra £500m 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tory MPs were last night writ- 
ing off their hopes of a sub- 
stantial tax give-away Budget 
alter Stephen Dorrell, the 
Health Secretary’, emerged as a 
winner in the spending battle 
with the Treasury. 

The other winners at the 
special meeting of the Cabinet 
were Michael Howard, who 
will get an increase in spending 
for the police next year and 
Gillian Shephard, the Education ’ 
Socreraiy, whose schools bud- 
get will be increased. 

The losers will include Sir 
George Young, whose roads 
budget is expected to be slashed 

for the second successive year, 
Virginia Bottomley. the Na- 
tional Heritage Secretary, who 
is being told to cut funding for 
the arts and Peter Lfllev, the so- 
cial security secretary, who was 
told to provide deeper cuts 
than he volunteered Among 
the cuts single parents al- 
lowance is expected to be 
frozen. Details will be an- 
nounced after the Budget on 26 
November. 

But Tory MPs were writing 
off their hopes of large-scale tax 


cuts in the Budget. “The Chan- 
cellor will probably raise al- 
lowances for the low paid and 
take lp off income tax but it is 
not a winning hand," said one 
former Cabinet minister. 

Another senior right-wing 
MP said: “I don't expect more 
than £2 to £3bn in tax cuts. Now 
we will be saying wc have pro- 
tected public services but the tax 
burden wfl] have gone up. At the 
election, l shall saying, 'don't 
blame me’.” 

The Health Secretary se- 
cured an extra £5 00m for 
growth on top of £800m for in- 
flation. it came close to the 
£1 obn he demanded though the 
Government was last night fac- 
ing growing demands for emer- 
gency cash to help hospitals 
avert a crisis this winter. 

It could still leave hospitals 
with the prospect of going into 
the red or cutting operations, , 
until the money is available 
next April Department of 
Health officials ruled out anv in- 
terim payment for hospitals 
before Christmas. In the Com- 
mons Mr Dorrell faced a call by 
Chris Smith. Labour's Shadow 
Health Secretary, for an emer- 
gency package for the hospitals 
who are going into the red 



Open and shut case: The disputed door at Patricia Harman’s home in the Derbyshire 


Ian Burred 


English Heritage officials spent 
£10,000 on a failed legal action 
to force a woman living in a 
Derbyshire Dales conservation 
area to change her £200plastic 
door, it emerged yesterday. 

Patricia Hannan, 53, has 
fought for two years to retain a 
wool-effect UP VC four-pan- 
elled door, installed at her mid- 
terraced home in the village of 
Wixksworth. And yesterday, a 
High Court judge rejected Eng- 
lish Heritage claims that a 
Department of the Environ- 
ment planning inspector was 
wrong m law not to declare the 
door “unsuitable". 

The judge also rejected the 
conservation body’s riarm that 
allowing it to remain would 
create a precedent which could 
jeopardise efforts to preserve 
the character and appearance of 
buildings in conservation areas 
around the country. 

In the first case of its kind. 
Deputy -Judge Moriaity QC 
said: “In my judgment, theorit- 
jrisms made are not bcime out 
on a firir reading of thedecasxm 
. letter."- ■ . . 

Patrick McLaughlin, Tbry 
MP for Wfest Derbyshire, said 
the. English Heritage action 
had been pointless and waste- 
rs an absurd waste 
^ There v are better 
things friend money on and' 

. j£ain rather appalled at the way ' 


eaa constituent of mine." 

However, Dr Anthony 
Street en, head of English Her- 
itage’s East Midlands conser- 
vation team, said it was money 
well spent. “It is not £10,000 
wasted because it has given us 
the very full airing that we 
were seeking of the issues in- 
volved,” he said. “Our funda- 
mental concern is not a 
resistance to plastic. It is that we 
don't consider you can achieve 
the subtlety of treatment, of tex- 

can be achieverfvrith the tradi- 
tional craftsmanship in finish- 
ing a traditional door.” 

He said English Heritage 
was happy that the coart had 
treated me case as a “one-off" 
that would not allow other 
homeowners in conservation 
areas to make similar changes 
to their properties. 

“Counsel for the Secretary of 
State made it very dear that they 
did not consider this particular 
inspector’s decision to create a 
precedent,” he said. 


Fireworks 

deaths 

protest 

Relatives of two people killed 
by fireworks handed zn a 
letter of protest to the Prime 
Mmiaer yesterday calling for 
tougher laws on the sale <rf 
imported fire w o r ks yesterday, 
as the country's b latest - % 
manufacturer called: for an 
urgent review of their, 
‘licensinft -resting and sale. 

Joan Mitchell aunt of a 
nine-year-old bey lolled last 
week, and Antony Robinson. ‘ 
whose brother Roger died 
two years ago, were among a; 
delegation which handed in a 
letter erf protest co No K) 
Downing Street. Hie move 
comes after two more deaths 
at the weekend from Chinese 
“mortar D -type fireworks, and . 
amid fears that thousands of 
imported fireworks could 
pose a lethal dange r . ’ 

The DTI said it would con- 
skier the plan as part of its 
overall review of firework 
control, due to report in the 
newyear. QiaHes Arthur 

Howard 

underfire 

A leading barrister said last 
night that a judge's derision 
to reduce a prison-term on a 
mugger who stole a £12,000 
Roiex watch illustrated why 
mandatory sentencing would 
not work. . 

In a veiled criticism of 
Michael Howard’s plans 
unveiled in his Crime Bill, 

Chris Sallon QC said judges’ 
freedom to sentence 
according to the merits of 
individual cases was vitaL 
Judges had the right, en- 
shrined in law, to change 
their mind about a prison 
term and impose a less harsh - 
penalty for up to one month 
after the original sentencing, i 
Greg Lynn, of the Victims j 
of Crime Trust, said crime 
victims could feel insulted by 
criminals receiving lighter 
sentences in recognition of 
tbeifoct that they have . 

pleaded guilty: 

i 

Dangerous ; 
men on run ' 

Six dangerous prisoners were i 
on the ran lastmght after t 
overpowering guards while i 
they were being transferred t 
to jails in London. 

The Category B prisoners, '* 
five men convicted of robbery 'j. 
and the other for possession I 
of firearms, were serving sen- 1 
fences of between eight and t 
12 years. Although hand- i 
cuffed, they managed to t 
overpower five prison officers c 
in a minibus as it travelled t 
through north London before a 
escaping on foot. 

Four of the five prison offi- J 
cers needed hospital treat- ( 
meat, although the escapers t 
were not thought to be I 

armed c 


Poverty gap 
is widest 
in Britain 

The gap between rich and 

m Britain than anyivherefrt 
theBmapeu Uiuoa, a 
due tor release by the. *. 


• . Numbcpwrf families firing 
bekWthepovertylioeffl«. 
proportion afihe papujafion . 
rose from 143% to 
during tike decade 1983 to.- : 

creasevlbe povcrty’lirL nr; 
defined asha^theaverag# •' 
. income for the bounty as* 
whole and thenepc^puteCV . 

Britain ahead oinyaf the 

four most deprived EU m^n- 
bers-Spfun Portugal Greece 
and Ireland. % contrast only 
5% of hoosehottlds inthe 
Benelux states faB befowthe 


B r us se ls "t. 

Studenthelp 
lines attacked 

Students who phone 
university “hot lines” looking 
for places cannot always 
expect good advice or even 
basic courtesy, according to 
research published yesterday. 

A third of the people an- 
swering phones during clear- 
ing this year were unhelpful 
or incompetent, and one in 
six was not even polite, 
anonymous calls to 151 uni- 
versities and colleges showed. 

. At Riley Advertising, one. 
of the biggest university re- 
cruitment agencies, found 
that two of those called had- 
printed the wrong phone 


number for their help lines. 

Of 22 who offered to send 
specific details of courses, 
only one did so. Almost half 
failed to identity themselves 
property when answering the 
phone. Fran Abrams ■ 


maus blow 


Head of Child Support Agency 
quits after two years in job 


John Rente ill 

Political Correspondent 

The Chief Executive of the 
controversial Child Support 
Agency is to leave after utile 
more than two years in the job, 
it was announced yesterday. 

Ann Cham, 51, credited with 
turning tbe agency round after 
its disastrous launch three yeare 
ago, is to bead the Opportuni- 
ty 2000 campaign to increase the 
number of women in senior 
management 

Her predecessor, Ros 
Hepplewhite, resigned after 18 
turbulent months in the job, 
apologising for “unacceptable 
standards”, and saying she had 
enough. 

In a sign teat her departure 
had taken the Government by 
surprise, yesterday's an- 
nouncement said arrangements 



Ann Chant: Leaving to 
head womens’ campaign 

for appointing a successor 
would be made “shortly”. 

Andrew Mitchell, the minis- 
ter responsible for the agency, 
praised Miss Chant as “first 
rate”, and Malcolm Wicks for 


Labour, which has toned down 
its criticisms of the agency, said: 
“Things were beginning to move 
in the right direction. This is bad 
news for child-support policy. 
She provided strong leadership 
to the CSA after an extremety 
poor start and I am therefore 
concerned about the leader- 
ship of the agency at this sensi- 
tive time." 

Miss Chant said: “My time at 
the CSA has often been hectic 
and certainty challenging but I 
am pleased that I will be leav- 
ing my successor an agency 
which has a steadily improving 
performance and excellent staff 
and managers in place to ensure 
thegood record continues.” 

Tne agency was launched to 
trace absent fathers and extract 
child maintenance payments 
from them according to an “au- 
tomatic" scale which replaced 


individual court orders. 

But last week MPs accused 
ministers and Miss Chant of 
continued complacency. An all- 
party committee said that seri- 
ous mistakes continued to be 
made and that it was “not ap- 
propriate’' for Miss Chant to try 
to minimis e them. 

The CSA’s watchdog, the 
Ombudsman, Sir William Reid, 
also expressed “puzzlement” 
that the agency was not malting 
better progress, given all the 
money poured into it 

Miss Chant has overseen a 
dramatic reduction in the 
agency’s error rate. But Frank 
Field, Labour chair man of tbe 
cross-party Commons social se- 
curity committee, has criticised 

the agenty for effectively grant- 
ing an amnesty to about 30(1000 
people who have foiled to reply 
to letters. 


Tbwn centres have been given 
a boost in their battle against 
out-of-town shopping malls. 
Government and major shop- 
ping chains have agreed to 
rand a£2QG,000 research pro- 
ject into self-help schemes, in 
winch businesses located in 
decline-threatened centres 
dub together to fond local 
improvements in a tightly de- 
fined “business improvement 
zones” which keep them at- 
tractive to shoppers, visitors 
and property investors. 

The research will cover about 
lOn areas, including Boston 
and Oxford Street in 
London, Aberdeen, Glasgow, 
Newcastle and Bristol 
Nicholas Schoort ' 


Mill buildings 
listed 

Thirty former mill buildings 
from the golden age of the 
textile industry were listed to- 
day as of special historic in- 
terest. . 

The move to protect the 
mills in Greater Manchester, 
announced by Heritage Min- 
ister Lord Inglewood, adds 
them to 60 already listed. 

Lord Inglewood said: 
“There were once around 
2,400 mills in the Greater 
Manchester area. Yet by 
1992, nearly half of those 
buildings bad been demol- 
ished.” The derision to add 
the buildings to the list 
comes after recommenda- 
tions from English Heritage 
after a comprehensive study. 

The former mills include 
II in the Bolton area, six in 
Oldham, nine in Rochdale, 
two in Salford, four in Stock- 
port, four in Thmeside, and 
one in Wigan. 

“It is important that we act 
now to identity tbe most sig- 
nificant survivors and pre- 
serve them for the benefit of 
future generations.” 

‘Gunman’ was 
bey aged 12 

Scottish police officers burst 
into the house of a suspected 
gunman yesterday after a re- 
port from a frightened mem- 
ber of the pubfic. ... . 
But instead of finding a dan- 
gerous gunman, the police 
discovered a 12-year old boy, 
whose Hallowe’en outfit had 
been mistaken for something 
more sinister. 

The boy, who was taken from 
the house in Aberdeen by of- 
ficers, is understood to have 
eapt out of a ground floor 
window in front of the pass- 
er-by who was so alarmed 
that he contacted the police. ' 
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news 


Q: What doa Jeremy Paxman interview 
and an armed robbery have in common? 



A; They 

are both 
pawns in 
anew 
game of 


Jeremy Paxman: Corporation wants new 

BBC muzzles interviewers 




Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


The BBC yesterday unveiled its first 
“statement of promises" to licence fee 
payers, guaranteeing fewer repeats, val- 
ue for money, more original British pro- 
gramming and full accountability to 
viewers. 

The move toward introducing a Cit- 
izen’s Charter for the BBC was widely 
seen last night as part of the public ser- 
vice broadcaster’s highly public campaign 
to win an increase in the licence fee to 
zoore than £10 0 within two years. 

As it wooed the political parties the 
corporation also sard it pledged to curb 
violence and bad language, in line with 
viewers' sentiments, and to ensure there 
were no “Rottweiler" interviews. The 
BBC has been criticised in the past for 
the aggressive interviewing techniques 
of presenters such as John Humphreys 
of Today and Jeremy Paxman of Atews- 
nrgfu. . 

The statement, which suns to 50 
pages and which will be sent to 10 mil- 
lion households, follows a long consul- 
tation process launched by the renewal 


said it would strive to ensure that eight 
out of every 10 boors of programming 
was made in the JUK and that at least a 
third of programmes are made in the re- 
gions by 1998.,. 

Promises covering programmes for 
ethnic groups, more factual shows in 
peak time and a new morning schedule 
were abo made; Interviewers would ask 
“ ap prop ria tely forceful questions with 
courtesy and a consistent tone, regard- 
less of who holds those opinions”. 

The BBC also said it would take ac- 
count of viewers' preferences when se- 
lecting which programmes would be 
repeated. 

Cfonipiamts would be answered with- 
in 20 working days. 

The statement of promises was said 
yesterday to be consistent with John Ma- 
jor's Citizen's Charter arid was aimed at 
ensuring that licence fee payers felt the 
television and radio services provided 
value for money. 

“This is the start of a closer rela- 
tionship between the world's greatest cul- 
tural institationand those whoniake it 
what ft s- die lic&arc papas,” fobs Bfrt, 
the director general, said. 

The BBC launched its campaign to 


of the BBC Charter last year. The cor- 
poration wiDhaye spent nrariy £500,000 -win a h^ier ficwicefee in August arid 
oh the consultation and lhaiung. is awaiting the Government’s decision 

Jntrodudng the statement yesterday* * about tfiefbnnola- to be used to§e| the 
Sir Gurstopber Bland, the Qmnnm$£- , paft?neitt from 1 ApriJ next year. The 
the BBC Board;^4k?VjagQDrs, aft: J1 BBChas 5 ng^stedamodest > aog}e^. 
“Viewers and listeners fond the BBC - it annual increase to take the fee tirflOO 
through die licence fee. They have aright within two years, 
to what the BBC is planning to do, The higher fee is linked to plans to 

year by year. They have the rightto know introduce digital services from next 
whether the BBC has spent money ef^ . year and to safeguard the core television 
fectivety and how. the BBC is respond-- and radio programming. It would mark 
ing to their views." . jthe ftsl real increase in the fee for 10 

Among specific pledges the BBC years, the BBC has argued. 



A scone from a Crime wa teft reconstruction. Vbgnla Bottocniey wants to control TV vfolene* 

Curbs on crime shows 


Matiww H o rsm a n 

Media Editor 


The BBC is pledging more emphasis on factual programmes and documentaries and view- 
ers will have more choice on repeats of ok) programmes 


John Major's government yesterday 
moved television to the very centre of 
the pre-election campaign, as Virginia 
Bottomfcy. the Secretary of State for Na- 
tional Heritage called for urgent action 
against TV violence. 

In letters to the BBC, the Independent 
Television Commission and the Broad- 
casting Standards Council, Ms Bottom- 
ley expressed particular disquiet at the 
“unhealthy concentration on crunc and 
the emergency services", including true 
crime reconstructions and even scenes 
from popular series such asCiuuiifty, 
Prune Suspect and London s Burning. She 
asked for an urgent meeting to discuss 
ways of ensuring that “television pro- 
gramme makers and broadcasters take 
fell account of the standards acceptable 
to today's viewers'*. 

She added: “1 would also like to ex- 
plore what more we can do to help pro- 
tect vulnerable groups of viewers, 

particularly childr en, firm unsuitable ma- 

lerial.” 

The move was seen in broadcasting cir- 
cles as overtly political and aimed at 
helping the Conservatives regain the 
moral high ground lost to Tony Blair’s 
Labour in recent weeks. 

“Who knows, maybe the Govern- 
ment wil] start talking about the V-chip 
again, depending on where they stand 
in the polls,” said one industry chief ex- 
ecutive. 

The V-chip is a device installed in TV 
sets to let parents to block out pro- 
grammes of a violent or sexual nature. 

Statistics compiled by the ITC show 
that the incidence of violence on TV has 


actually decreased in recent years, and 
only 4 per cent of complaints to the HHC 
in the last ihree months were related to 
violence, none of which were upheld by 
the BBC's own internal complaints unit. 

In a related mow. Ihe Home Office 
called for a dampdown on vakwiokiwc. 
and has requested a report from the 
British Board of Classification *>ji w.ns 
to reduce the incidence. “We must re- 
double our efforts to raise standards in 
the media and the video industry.” lom 
Sackville, the Home Office minister, slid 
in a speech to the British Video Av«v 
nation in London yesterday. 

Ms Boltomlcy has also requested the 
BBC. the ITC and the BSC to furnish 
written reports by the end of the month 
detailing actions they h:ive already tak- 
en to curb the incidence of violence on 
television. 

The BBC said last night that violence 
was “an issue wc u»kc seriously, and our 
guidelines arc constantly under review”. 
It added that it took its n.*Npt>nsibiliti to 
abide by the Qpm watershed in peak tunc 
particularly seriously, and that it routinely 
warned viewers about potentially of- 
fensive programmes. 

The unofficial view at the BBC was less 
restrained, with one senior source sug- 
gesting: “This is blatant electioneering, 
and an over-reaction." 

BBC sources also suggested that the 
liming appeared linked to the publica- 
tion yesterday of the BBC's Statement of 
Promises . which the public service broad- 
caster viewed as proof of its commitment 
to listen to the views of licence payers. 

The Government's action followed a 
rare official warning issued to Carlton 
over a protracted rape scene in an 
episode of London Bridge. 


Oxford dons vote against business school project 


Charfie Bam 


Oxford University faced aaite em- 
barrassment last night after plans for 
a £40m business school were post- 
poned amid controversy over a £20ra 
donation from the middle eastern 
financier. Wafic Said. 

:Severai hundred academics at- 
tended a meeting of Congregation 
m the Sbeldonian Theatre to vote on 
the proposed development of the 


business school on the present site 
of the university spartreround, next 
to Merton College. The pro}X)sa] 

Ead*been solcUo the university by 
Merton in the 196Ds' on the under- 
standing they wbnld not be devel- 
oped. 

Although Congregation voted 
259-214 agan» the development, the 
proposal might still go to a postal 
vole next weelt 


Many opponents of the plan were 
said to ^a pprove of the involvement 
of Mr Said, a friend of Baroness 
Thatcher, who helped British Aero- 
apace win the Al-Yamamah arms 
deal with Saudi Arabia. . 

Much of yesterday's resolution 
centred on Mr Said's stipulation that 
a private foundation be set up to gov- 
ern the school. This would be run by 
the vice-chancellor, and three uni- 
versity representatives, alongside 


Mr Said and five outside trustees ap- 
pointed by him. 

Opponents of the plan see this as 
a threat to the university's constitu- 
tional independence and fear a 
precedent could be set, leading to a 
sntatiaa of Oxford's governing 


Mr Alexander Murray, a me- 
dieval history don opposing the 
the proposal was a “dis- 
tinctly discomforting arrangement" 


and warned that it could be counter- 
productive. “WeVe gpt a big, rich in- 
stitution in out midst." he said. “I'm 
struck by the degree to which we arc 
beholden in this field to outside bene- 
factors." 

Dr Michael Woodin, a Fellow of 
Baliiol College and Green Party 
councillor, questioned the nature of 
the “strings” attached to Mr Said's 
offer. 

He said that although Mr Said had 


protested against claims in the past 
that his money had come from du- 
bious sources.' he had still made his 
fortune in the anns trade. “He is an 
arms deal negotiator, the middle 
roan, if you like - the fixer," he said. 

But the university's vice-chancel- 
lor, Dr Peter North, who proposed 
the special resolution to set up the 
school, said he was satisfied that the 
university's cthks committee had 
looked into the matter thoroughly 



and urged the congregation to vote 
for the proposal. “I believe that not 
only would we lose Mr Said's sup- 
port if we didn't vote for this pro- 
posal" he added, “but lose the 
support of otherlvnefiiciorsanri put 
at nsk the guod will of mans others." 

The proposal will now tv put be- 
fore a meeting of the Hchd»»nwdjJ 
council, which will decide on Mon- 
day whether or not to pul the mat- 
ter to a postii) vine. 
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Wartime secret: How 


tried to blow up his own navy 


Hooker 
tells of 
sales 


Was invasion plan 
using warships 
floated on air bags 
just hot air? 


C hri stopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


Even at the start of the Second 
World War, the accountants 
ruled. Sir David Nicholas, the 
retired former chairman of 
ITN. has discovered that an 


astonishingly bold scheme to 
invade the Baltic hatched by 


invade the Baltic hatched by 
Winston Churchill before he 
became Prime Minister was 
never put into practice, partly 
because of the cost - £ 8 m to 
£10m,orabout£250m in today’s 
money. The other reason? 
Probably, it was just plain mad. 

The idea was to put a pow- 
erful naval force including three 
2S.000-ton battleships into the 
Baltic, attacking Germany from 
behind. To evade German de- 
fences m the Baltic approach- 
es - the Kattegat, between 
Denmark and Sweden - 
Churchill proposed to send the 
massive warships through an un- 
guarded but shallow channel. 
Normally, the channel would 
have been too shallow for the 
giant vessels, so Churchill came 
up with a brilliant idea: float 
them through buoyed up on 
airbags. 

At the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World Wir on 3 Septem- 
ber 1939 Churchill was 
re-appointed First Lord of the 
Admiralty - a position with no 
modern equivalent but which 
gave him enormous power as 
political and military supremo 
of the Royal Navy. Sir David's 
research, which he described as 
“a kind of hobby”, began sev- 
eral years ago when he was 
browsing through Churchill's 
Admiralty papers. 

Like Churchill's ill-fated 
brainchild of the First World 
Wir, the Gallipoli campaign, the 
potential strategic advantages 
were enormous. Churchill’s aim 
was to divert huge German 
naval and air forces into the 
Baltic, cut off Germany from the 
supplies of iron ore it received 
from Sweden, threaten Hitler 
from the rear and possibly bring 
Sweden and Norway into the 
war on the British side. 

None of these materialised: 
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The jury in the Old Bailey tri 
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spedor accused of bribery was 
told yesterday how be used the 
same shop Co -buy clothes far 
both his wife and his mistress, 

- Michelle Corrigan,' a prosti- 
tute who had an afiair with 
Michael AHcocfc, tax in- 
spector, told tSe court of hdr vis- 
its to an exdudve We& End 
fashion store. 

- The shop, Joseph in KnightSr 
bridge, central .London, was a 
favourite of Mr Allcock's wife 
and be was anxious not to be 
recognised by staff while shop- 
ping with his girlfriend. 

. “We went there about half a 
dozen times. Michael used to 
shop for Sally [Mrs Allcock] at 
Joseph so I used to wait outside 
while he paid" *?ud Miss Cor- 




Sail away: A Royal Sovereign class battleship lifted out of the water on ‘galoshes' - huge air-filled floats to carry it dear of the shallows 


Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


the cost and complexity of the 
operation, and the risk to the 
force weighed against it The 
first battleship to be earmarked, 
Royal Oak, was torpedoed the 
□ext month. But in me end , the 
decisive factor may not have 
been the cost, but the risk that 
a British fleet in the Baltic 
might start war with the Soviet 
Union - then a formal ally of 
Nazi Germany. 

According to papers discov- 
ered by Sir David, Churchill's 
plan relied on reducing the 
30ft draught of the 28,000-ton 
Royal Sovereign class battle- 
ships by 9ft so they could pass 
through “a certain channel 


where the depth is only 26 
feet”. Later correspondence 
reveals the channel was the 
“Vengeance Shoal", between 
Fyn Island and Zeeland. 

“There are at present no 
g uns commanding this chan- 
nel", wrote Churchill, “and the 
states on either side (Sweden, 
Denmark) are neutral There- 
fore there would be no harm in 
hoisting the armour belt [on the 
battleships, normally below the 
water-line] temporarily up to the 
water level" 

Churchill proposed to do 
this with “caissons ' 1 - air-filled 
floats , designed to lift the gi- 
ant battleships nine feet Co- 


denamed “galoshes”, they 
would be attached in two layers 
either side of the battleships, in- 
creasing their beam from 102 
to 141 feet. 

Ch ur chill recognised that. a 
□aval force operating in the 
Baltic would be subject to heavy 
air attack. He also proposed 
reinforcing the armour cm the 
battleships’ decks, codenamed 
“umbrella”. The force would 
also need a dozen smaller ves- 
sels with strengthened bows to 
withstand branping into mines, 
and ships designed to take on 
enemy aircraft, including ships 
carrying barrage balloons. 

During December, Operation 


Catherine was in effect can- 
celled. The Fbst Sea Lord, Ad- 
miral Sir Dudley Pound, wrore 
that “sending a fleet of surface 
ships into the Baltic is courting 
disaster”. But On 9 April 1940, 
the shock news came mat Hitler 
bad invaded Norway. That 
morning Churchill received a 
telegram from Admiral Lord 
Cork, who had been in charge 
of Operation Catherine: Tf 

only Catherine bad gone ahead. 

What an ideal force we would 
have together to go right in and 
break up the German fleet It 
would have been ready, ac- 
cording to your last. date, pine 
days ago.” 


1539. invasion of the Baltic? 
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Miss Corrigan, 30, a drinks 
vending machine marager from 

Portsmouth, was giving evi- 
dence for the second day in the 
trial, which kexpectedto last 
until Christmas. She told the 
court how she wouldjgp into the 
shop to pick out the designer 
dothes she wanted and leave Mr 
AHcocfc to pay either by cash or 
credit card. 

MrADcodk, 47, of Colchester, 
Essex, denies 13 corruption, 
charges. "Bvo businessman be 
was allegedly investigating are 
also in the ckxdc FGsham Alwan, 
56, an oil consultant ofKnights- 
bridge, and David Sbamoon, a 
property developer of West 
London, deny four charges of 

attempting to bribe Inland Rev- 
enue officials. 

Miss Corrigan, who was 
dressed in a smart black trouser 
suit, also said that her former 
lover would bring her back gifts 
from holidays he took with his 
family. ■ 

She said that she received her 
last gift from Mr Aflcock about 
a month before the affiurend- 
edm the wake of an Inland Rev- 
enue investigation that started 
in September 1992. 

Mr Justice Peter Beaumont, 
the judge, later censured the 
Evening Standard of London 
and the Daily Mafl for what he 
described as inaccurate report- 
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Hes survived the massacres 


YES, Please rush me my first audiomagazine! 

Champs«-Elys£e (French): □ 5 monthly editions (£55 ) □ Study supplement {£15) □ 11 monthly editions (£99) O Study supplement (£33) 
Schau ins Land (Qemum): □ 5 monthly editions (£55) □ Study supplement (£15) □ 11 monthly editions (£99) □ Striy supple men t (C^) 
AcqueTtflo italiano (Italian): □ 6 burutuhly editions (£69) □ Study supplement (£13) 

Pbcclsdel Sol (Spanish): □ 6 bunonrhfy editions (£69) □ Study supplement {£131 Price ismciuaoeafPSP. 


Monday s ceasefire in eastern Zaire will allow hundreds of — — 7 — ” ““ — — — — — — — 

If yon warn Sjp in every Cl u go nnijhi out to Use Acid, cell Use credit card 

thousands of refugees to be repatriated into Rwanda. Suck a u«tu<« on 08 00 200 . 201 or p«t the coop**. 

massive influx of weak and sick will Stretch local resources 1 entIwe • *l«q«/pasial order (payable u Medecfns Sne Frontiers UK) 

far: I km □£». f~leCT n&cn Otfart _ ! 

to crisis potaL in preparation for the mass return (many 



Name 

•Address. 


will do the journey on foot), Mederins Sans Fronrieres has i*otbari*ii*anridMAHi<s«ad»ijafcirf: 1 4 ^^ behalf of luj'iodeUimj 

opened way-stations along the main routes from Zaire. v>imftMa rvn ^ CbM * u 9 

ori^u-ij i CHI 1 Ci ii i ill i i rm 

These c linic s provide medical care, emergency feeding, 

CmtA Benin Amir ~ ■ 


□ Cheque enclosed. Please dehit my □ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express □Eurocard □ Switch CDinera 
Card no c ; i 


”° Expiry . Signed 

For faner se rvice, order with your credit card ria telephone: 0800 833 257 or FAX to 0171 738 0707 ■ In the US. call 1 800 824 0829 



water and sanitation. We are also gearing up for the 

inevitable outbreak of cholera in Zaire. We are flying in , , 

medical supplies, as the most severe cases of the resulting 

dehydration will need about 25 litres of IV fluids. This costs raaodt — 

85 P per litre. So please give whatyou can. so we can save lives. Life is a h uman right. $ 


PtewdUKe^mdadjMrdmmnrMGfcdaiSmftioiTOBmia. POBOX 138.N0nlnBputt.tUj fiW&eo^dHri*Btg.lla 10185*1 
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news 


Man who claimed dirty tricks by BA has case thrown out 


Stevc Boggan 


A former policeman who al- 
“*®? British Airways had 

conducted a dirty tricks cam. 



swauowrag glass on 

one of its flights had tedaS 

for damage thrown out of 
court yesterdav. 


John Gorman, 39,ofEnfidd, 
nonh London, faBed to tain up 

&r the case because of iOwas 
but he was hud: described by 
counsel for the azrfme as a 
fraudulent “professional 
claimant”. 

Central London County ‘ 
Court was told that Mr Gonnan / 
was in bo^phal in Majorca suf- 


aidwasunabletoat- 
tcsxidie beming. Bobert Webb 
OC* representing BA, said 
dtoewas no medical evidence 
to sweat bis More to turn up, 
even though a letter pmporting 
tohe fromdoctcastreateig Mr 
Oonanan had been received. 

MrGfsmatfsIjgbt v&h BA 


began in January 1993 when he 
claimed to have swaBomed a 
piece of glass from a drink dur- 
ing a flig ht io New York. Hie 
airime denied habifity and it hs- 
er emerged that Mr Gamas 
had made a «tmil«r claim 
against Della Airlines in 1991 
when he accepted a SSJXDO set- 
tlement. SuccesrfuDy applying 


to have yesterday’s case dis- 
missed. Mr Webb said the air- 
ime had attended to call 11 
Witnesses and two experts to 
contest Mr Gorman’s claims. 

~We say it is a claim that is 
franduleody made by aprofes- 
stonal daiarant," he said. 

“Ary immies be suSered are 
tthmnal m die actreme - and 


an adjournment would be un- 
fair to us. M 

Judge Nicholas Medawar 
said: “There does not seem to 
be any semblance of a medical 
certificate," and announced 
that he had no choice twt to db- 
miss the case. 

Mr Gorman was not legally 
represented as he bad been con- 


ducting his own case. He is 
thought io have applied to the 
court to 1 an adjournment by 
telephone, but only a written ap- 
plication would have been con- 
sidered. 

The beartag brings io aa end 
a throe-year period of daim and 
counter-claim during which Mr 
Gorman sought to link his case 


with the experiences of Richard 
Branson, who successfully 
proved that BA hud conducted 
a dim tricks campaign against 
his airline. Virgin. Last year, Mr 
Gorman, a BA shareholder, 
told the airline's annual meet- 
ing that he had been the victim 
of a series of physical attacks, 
threats and vandalism. 


New Ridings 



Judith Judd and 
Esther Leach 


The new head of the Ridings 
School in Halifax, closed be- 
cause of assaults on teachers, 
last night expelled 12pup3saod 
temporarily excluded another 
23. 

Peter Park, appointed acting 
head last week, made Ms firsr 
move to restore order at the 
Ridings as its governors met to 


Union of .Women ^ Tkacfiem who 
have voted to strike w2l be at 
work today. They hove not yet 
taken a final dedaoB about 
strike action. - 

Nigel de Gnidxy, its general 
secretary, said of die exclu- 
sions: “Wfe are very pleased. 
This is a step in the right di- 
rection." Earner, after a meet- 
whh council o ffi cia ls he 


If she is not satisfied with the 
plan, she can send in a team of 
e duc a t ion experts to aflae over 
from the head who decide 
whether it should dose. 

A governors’ 
'.uMantxxxJtmior! 


m 


discuss an inspection report 

indtbe 


which is expected to brant 
school a failure. 

Calderdale council said that 
a number of the excluded pupils 
had been involved in 
which led to the school’s closure. 

Mr Clark’s action, an- 
nounced at a council press con- 
ference, goes a long way 
towards meeting the demands 
of teachers at the school who 
said originally that they would 
strike unless 60 pupSs were ex- 
pelled but then reduced the 
number to “around 20”" 

Hie inspection report, to be 
published today by Gillian 
Shephard, the Secretary of 
State for Education, is under- 
stood to say that the school not 
only fails to control hs pupils but 
also offers them poor teaching. 

The school reojpens today for 
fifth- and sixth-formers and lat- 
er thisweek for other pupils un- 
der Mr Clark, head of a nearby 
grant-maintained school, it was 
dosed by Calderdale last Thurs- 
day after inspectors said it was 
in danger of spirallhig out of 
control \ 

Members of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 


the council was nowrbeetmgibe 
onion’s concerns. 

After meeting Ms members 
he said they viewed Mr dark as 
"a positive, down to earth man 
with the right attitudes". 

He added that some teachers 
accepted that they would be crit- 
icised in the report of the eroei^ 
gency inspection team wMch 
visited the school last week. 

Mr de Grocfav said: “Every- 
one has been. Mamed and we 
must take our share of the re- 
sponsibility but few have 
blamed the biggestiactor of all, 
the outrageous behaviour of a 
hard core of unruly chfldxen and 
their families.” 

Michael Higgins, Calder- 

riatp ’c fyfafg firm rfra liman 

the authority could grve no 
“blanket assurances” about ex- 
pulsions. Each case would be 
treated on its merit. The school 
needed “to get its act together" 
and present a dear case to the 
independent appeals panel 

Failing schools are normally 
allowed 40 days to produce an 
action plan on how they intend - 
to improve. However, Mrs - 
Shephard is likely to use her 
power to shorten this time lim- 
it in the case of the Ridings- ; •’ 


failed to resolve the dispute 
thereoveradisniptivclO-year- 
oid which has dosed the school 

The governors appealed to 
NottfngnaxnshiiscotiiiiyoouB- 
-cfl to intervene. Members of the 
NASUWT are refusing to teach 
the boy. 

Prospects for settling die dis- 
pute look bleak. Fred Riddell, 
die education chairman, has 
written to Mis Shephard saying 
he has no legal power to inter- 
vene. Hcsajd it would be wrong 
to take money away from oth- 
er dnkfren to pay for oooto-ooe 
tuition for the 10-year-old in or- 
der to end the strike. 



Putting heads to gat h r: 


teachers at the annual conference of the Girls’ Schools Association in Brighton 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


Independent schools show the way for national tests 


Jntfith Judd 

Education Editor 


Independent schools are to introduce 
tests that may be a blueprint for na- 
tional testing of all pupils, an associ- 
ation of headteachers said yesterday. 

The 45-minute tests to be taken on 
entry to secondary school would be 
used as a baas for “value-added” 
exazn league tables. 

Both the Government and Labour 
have said they want value-added tests 
but neither has worked oat a way of 


tahles to be published 


are 


unfair because they do not make al- 
lowances for differences in intake. 

The new tests may eventually be 
used in all private schools and would 
allow them to measure the progress 
their pupils have made between en- 
tering secondaiyschool at the age of 
11 or 23 and GcSE and A-IeveL 

Stale school piqtOs now lake national 
curriculum tests at seven, 11 and 14 and 
the Government is considering how to 
use theresuks to compile value-added 
tables. A paper considered by the anu- 
ual conference of the Girls' Schools As- 
sociation of top girls’ independent 
schools in Brighton propose s a test that 


would measure IQ. potential, and 
achievement 

Roseanne Randle, chair of the as- 
sociation's education committee and 
bead of Dame Alice Harpur School 
Bedford, said: “What we are planning 
would be much better than the Gov- 
ernment’s national curriculum tests. 
We think the Department for Educa- 
tion would look at our tests with in- 
terest They could lead the way to a 
sensible national scheme. 

“The reason many independent 
schools are not taking part in nation- 
al tests is that they don’t think they are 
very valuable." 


Some independent schools will pi- 
lot the tests next September and all may 
take pan the following year. The 
Headmasters’ Conference of top boys’ 
public schools is also piloting the 
tests. Margaret Rudland, the associa- 
tion's new president and head of The 
Godolphin and Latymer School Ham- 
mersmith. west London, said test re- 
sults of individual pupils would not be 
released. “I see no value in ranking 
pupils on their entry to school" she 
added. In her presidential address Mrs 
Rudland attacked the idea, floated re- 
cently, of introducing a moral com- 
ponent to every A-level subject. 


She said: “Honesty and integrity are 
more likely to he learnt through the 
systematic study of an objective disci- 
pline. such as mathematics, than hv 
threatening its intrinsic integrity with 
a superficial overlay of morality. While 
arguing for breadth the association has 
always insisted on rigour in the sixth- 
form curriculum and we need to pre- 
scree the intellectual identity of each 
subject as a priority. 

“Surely a really detailed study of a 
subject prorides a kind of moral and 
cultural dignity of its own. Perish the 
thought that moral instruction will be 
included in every A-level course." 


C A CABLE &W1R&ESS COMPANY 
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MERCURY TO THE USA= 


£ 1.92 


BT TO THE USA: 



(NO CHANGE THERE. THEN.) 


Even after all the changes in BT's prices, one thing hasn t changed. 
Mercury SmartCall is still between 20% and 39% cheaper for international 

calls. For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 


Mercury SmartCall 


You don't Safe to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 
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BUYING 

COMPAQ COMPUTERS 
WITH HUGE SAVINGS 
COULDN’T BE EASIER. 
WE’VE EVEN RINGED THE 
NUMBER FOR YOU. 



Buying a computer for the fir»i rim? or 
as a seasoned technology expert, decisions are 
alwavs made by the head and the wallet and 
seldom the heart. 

The fart is that a Compaq computer is 
often the heart’s desire of any computer buyer, 
for home or oflke. So now, with a little help 
from Technology Online, one of the UK’s 


CareFREE 36 


Byear on rite warranty 



largest Compaq dealers, your heart’s desire is 
now priced n* suit cu a wallet and sill! lie a 
derision \uur In-ad « ill Ik- happv with. 

And, as if low prices were not enough, 
Technology Online will add a CareFREE fc. 
i year on rite warranty absolutely FREE. 

Three years* complete peace of mind and 
a quality til PC w huhcuuJd unb 1*- Compaq. 
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politics 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 


SCORING THE EXCHANGES 




John Major 


5/10 


Lottery cash: 



owns tip 


i 


A namjw urin Because of Blair's tong-wlndsdness. These, - ' 
days Major takes pof shots at Blair* style rather than the 
issues. Tory benches were more firmly behind hlrrrthan 
last week- health an easier subject for him than Beet ' • 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Tony Blair 


4/10 


Could put PM firmly on Ota spot (and scare better) if. ha- 
didn't Insist on speech-making. After PM* questions, Ian . 
Bruce (C. Dorset S), suggests! mat Blair should be drift# . 
to a bite of up to 200 words. 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


The NHS (Tony Blair, Paddy Ashdown) - 

Fall In fcmily living standards <D3wn Phmarold, Lab. Bristol'S) 
Manchester* regeneHBcn (Sir Fergus . Montgomery. C. Altrincham and Sale) 
Tory economic success (Nicholas Wmterton, C. Macclesfield) 

OW people, fuel and Guy Fawkes (Margaret Ewing. SNR Moray); 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


^WilJ the Rime Minister admit... that the National HfaJth +•'' 

Service ts indeed in a state of criss?" Major repfed.tftijt ConserieUvfes 
had pledged to increase funding to the NHS, and Labour had not Blair re- ■ 
tested money had been spent on bureaucracy. Exchanges quickly descended 
Into speeches and statistic-swapping 


The Government has admitted 
that some good causes that 
have been awarded cash from 
the National Lottery may not 
get their money. 

Responding to recent re- 
ports in The Independent, Vir- 
ginia Bottomley. the National 
Heritage Secretary, said yes- 
terday there could be some 
cases of good causes which 
have been promised money in 
the full glare of publicity but 
would not actually receive the 


cash. She said: “There may be 
some, who For unforeseen rea- 
sons don't get their lottery 

money. But I would lx surprised 

if anv but a handful fail to de- 
liver’lhe criteria that have been 
set for them." 

The Arts Council which dis- 
tributes lottery money to the 
good causes, is warning that 
some beneficiaries may have to 
be “reassessed”, and could yet 
not be given their promised 
money. This will happen if 
there is a cut in their annual rev- 
enue grant, which means that 
their artistic and business plans 


fail to satisfy the council that 
they could manage big rede- 
velopment plans funded by lot- 
tery cash. 

Such a scenario looks in- 
creasingly likely as Mrs. Bot- 
tomley signalled yesterday that 
she bad foiled to convince the 
Treasury of the need to in- 
crease annual arts spending. At 
a private briefing, she empha- 
sised the Government's prior- 
ity was to keep pressure on 
public spending, and to con- 
centrate on health, education 
and law and order. 

She could not be “inviolate" 


from the puMi&spending crack- 
down, she said, but empha- 
sised how she had fought to 
keep millions of pounds of lot- 
tery money going to the arts. 

Am ong the institutions which 
could yet lose some or all ofthdr 
promised lottery money are the 
Gty of Birmingham Sympho- 
ny Orchestra, the Cambridge 
Arts Theatre and the Yorkshire 
Dance Gentre in Leeds. 

Ironically, Mrs Bottomley 
will today mate a speech in 
Leeds singling out the Yorkshire 
Dance Centre as an example of 
how the lottery is transforming 


both the arts add the process of 
urban regeneration. 

She wul tell the British Ur- 
ban Regeneration Association 
Conference: “Here inLeeds the 
Yorkshire Dance Centre's 
dance theatre project* Union 
Gty, has brought together the 
talents of 14 young people from 
inner-city areas of Leeds. Their 
latest production. Paradise Vibe, 
is a unique expression df the cul- 
tural diversity of young people . 
... in British cities and speaks 
directly to young people 
“l am pleased that this year 
Yorkshire Dance received a 


National Lottery award for 
£606,000 and that work is now 
under way to equip and mod- 
ernise the centre." 

But the Arts Council has 
confirmed that the Dance Cen- 
tre might no t receive the mon- 
ey as a cut in annual revenue 
grant would adversely affect the 
arrive and business plans they 
submitted before being grant- 
ed lottery money. 

The Government’s annual 
grant to the arts will be an- 
nounced after the Budget, but 
projections arc for a cut of at 
least £3m. . 


Blockade of the torture arms fair 



PADDY 

ASHDOWN 

wrio asked with pas- 
sion lacking In Blair's 
performance: ‘Does 
the Rt Hon Gentle- 
man not realise that 
the crisis In the NHS 
is not next year, It is 
now" 


MALAPROPISM OF THE DAY 

'ill 


MARGARET 
' EWING 

Triad to make a comic . 
link between Guy 
-Fawkes, bonfires and 
VAT on fuel. It was' 
fitmsy anyway, but 
. the House of Com- 
_ mens on 5 November 
was not file place to 
try it' 


John Major on the Conservatives' record outlie NHS: "It is a 
pledge that people don't have to look In the mirror to see; 
they can look In our record.' ; 


UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Dafydd Wigley. (PC. Caernarfon) - ‘Is die Prime Minister - 
aware that if the linkage between pensions and earnings ! 
had not been broken In 1980, that Intel '{of state pensions! 
would have been £33 a week?" Major replied thatthe Con- 
servatives have "ensured that [the state pensionl has kept 
up with increasing prices*. ... 


CREEP OF THE DAY 



Nicholas Winterton, (C. MaccJesfiekfl : "Yi/biild my Rt Hon 
Wend accept that one of the great success stories of the pre- - 
sent Government is the fact that they've broiqttt about a sow- 
ing economy with low Inflation and lallir® unemployment? - 
And witt my Rt Hon Friend now accept an invitation from me 
to visit AfeccfesfieW._ an area which is proud to be Tory?" ■ 


Compiled by Ben Summers 


Shocking message: Outside the arms fair at Sandown yesterday where electric shock equipment has been sold Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 
Jojo Mayes 


About 300 protesters gathered 
outside Sandown nice course io 
Surrey yesterday to demon- 
strate against an arms fair al- 
leged to sell electric shock 
batons and torture equipment 


The protest organised by 
the Campaign Against The 
Arms 'Bade, began earfy yes- 
terday with blockades of en- 
trances to the race course and 
continued through the day, dis- 
ipting traffic in the area. 

More than 100 police were 



Rain or shine 
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garage, free of charge. Callouts and our 
labour are free too - you only pay for parts. 
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You're also covered for theft or vandalism. 
And you can tailor your cover to meet 
your needs - with joint or Family cover, or 
our 'Recovery' service. A year's worry-free 
driving from just £36. Come rain or shine. 
Call us today to find out more. 


0800 029 029 
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RAC 
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deployed and at one point 
around 30 protesters broke 
through to block access to die 
exhibition centre. 

OKve Cassirer, a poppy-wear- 
ing retired headmistress, was 
-one of many local people there. 
She had never been to a demon- 
stration before. “This country 
should not be seflmg these kinds 
of armaments," she said. 

Kay Lippold, a retired health 
visitor from Wiltcm-on-Thames, 
was “ashamed" of the fair. “We 
used to be proud of what Eng- 
land made and exported,"’ she 
said. “I don’t see how anyone 
can be proud of this.” 

Organisers of the Copex 96 
exhibition attempted to ward off 
demonstrators last month. One 
letter to the campaign warned 
that its demonstration 'could di- 
vert “precious Metropolitan 


Police manpower and re- 
sources" needed against “im- 


A spokesman for Sandown 
said that United Rdbe Courses, 
which' owns die ground, was 
awareof tfksstrength offcding 
against the fair. “As for as we’re 
.concerned they are just like 
any other company who applies 
toWeanexfafoitionhere."But 
the owners were likely to “con- 
sider carefully" whether the fair 
wouid.be held there next year. 

The organisers bad their own 
heavy security presence. Some 
guards were stationed on watch 
towers, videoing the protest 
The guards said only “vetted" 
members of the press were al- 
lowed into the exhibition. 

More than 100 companies 
were listed as exhibitors, in- 
cluding Bir mingham Gun 


Makers, Autauga Arms and 
the Arab Defence Journal. 

Many visitors chore, not to 
discuss their reasons for at- 
tending, some shielding their 
faces. But Lior Caspi. visiting 
the Israeli delegation, ^aid the 
protest was based upona “mis- 
understanding”. 

“I think [people would un- 
derstand better] if they could 
see that some of these thing? are 
legitimate for keeping the 
peace," he said while videoing 
the protesters. 

The purpose of the fair was 
revealed last year by a Channel 
4 documentary. After it was 
shown, Copex launched a libel 
action against the Cam paign 
Against the Arms Trade. The 
case did not proceed, and the 
campaign is still trying to re- 
cover its costs. 


NATIONAL TRUST SUPPORTER? 
TEACHER OR LECTURER? 
UNISON MEMBER IN THE FAMILY? 
CIVIL SERVICE, BT OR POST OFFICE 
EMPLOYEE (WHO JOINS THE CSMA f )? 


I Just the job for I 
B better car insurance. B 


If you belong to one of the special groups above, make 
sure you phone us and claim a better, deal on your car 
insurance. 

We can offer you exclusive benefits, and preferential 
rates that mean .outstanding value for money. 

Call for a quote now and let’s see what we can.do for you. 

f *CWZSOAf - The Public Strive Union, 

fhe Civil Sennet Motoring Association - membership of zoftrch is open to rurrmt, former and 
retired employees of Civil Senirr, or ex Civil Service organisations, sack as 8T and the Pt). 


0800 680 690 


■Sli!<! \/j t:, \UiwUi\ 

I’lfiSM- i|i i' k> ■ n f. Tim. 


V '<") -hull V,; !urrfc,\ . 


FRIZZELL 

Writ make airir you rwrr want to leave 

. Fn=ril Firmed] Scmces Utnnrtl. FnaeJl House. County Cato. Bourocnh-uifa. Dows BH l 2NF 
*n infcremuih, 7K- wm Um« rokaa U^J. ml* M Froal 


* 


Minister 
sees 
future 
in a 
kiosk 

John. Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Kiosks offering “electronic self- 
service government" will be 
announced by ministers today. 
They arc designed to take the 
paperwork out of paying tares, 
renewing driving licences and 
applying for planning permis- 
sion. 

Tbuch-screen computer ter- 
minals in booths dubbed the a 
“phone boxes of the future" are * 
intended to give everyone direct 
access to government agencies 
and focalcouncil services. 

“The technology exists to de- 
liver self-service government to 
both the public and businesses," 
Roger Freeman, public services 
minister, said yesterday. He is 
pubfishing a Green Roper on the 
subject today. 

Ministers will unveil three pi- 
lot schemes which w01 allow 
anyone to walk in off the street 
to their local library or into a 
pavement kiosk and use com- 
puter screens to call up infor- 
mation. The services will also 
be on the Internet. 

Mr Freeman suggested it 
would help small traders who 
wanted to expand but were not 
sure about planning rules. 

“If you’re a plumber and 
you want to expand year work- 
ace and need to know about - 
,e planning regulations, 
through this technology you 
can get the form and informa- 
tion from the Citizens' Advice 
Bureau," he said. 

Ministers believe the com- 
puters will be no more compli- 
cated to use than J 
hole-in-the-wall cash dis- J 
pe users. 

John Prescott, the deputy 
Labour leader, will unveil the 
Opposition’s similar plans for 
pen electronic government to- 
lay, claiming that Labour 
would take a more active role 
in managing the technology 
and protecting public-sector 
workers against job losses. 

The Government was criti- 
cised by Stephen Timms, 
Labour MP for Newham 
North-east, for having failed to 
generate enthusiasm for its 
scheme. 

Mr Timms said that in Amer- 
ica there bad been a huge na- 
tional debate on the subject It 
had culminated in the .US Tele- 
com Act, passed this year, which 
contains a pledge to make ad- 
vanced communications tech- 
nology available to all 
Americans. 

He contrasted the situation 
with that in Britain, where 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, gave up the 
leadership of a ministerial task 
force on information technol- 
ogy in June because of a con- 
flict of interest with his .. 
Haymarket publishing coropa- j| 
ny. It has signed a licensing deal 
with BSkyB, which hopes to car- 
ry the information superhigh- 
way on its digital television 
network. 

Whereas the Deputy Prime 
Minister could have given the 
project the high profile it de- 
served, said Mr T imms, he was 
replaced by Viscount Cran- 
bome, the Tbry leader in the 
Lords. “That just about says it 
all, doesn’t it? The technology 
for the 21st century in the 
charge of an hereditary peer." 
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ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST. LONDON E84SA. 
Parity Ret No. 231323) 

Since 1905 we have shared 
the grief and eased the pain 
of countless suffering souls. 
Last year alone 900 found 
peace with the help of your 
vital gifts. Most of them died 
of cancer - but so serenely' 
that you would hardly know. 
Yow concern is as eocouratfog 
as your generosity and we 
thank you for your inspiring 
trust 


Sister Superior. 
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goes 


water created by volcanic ac- 
tivity beneath Europe’s hw yy r 
glacier burst loose yesterday, 
sweeping away two bridges rn tis 
path. The giant sub-glacial lake 
in south-eastern Iceland had 
been tilling up since a v olcanic 
eruption altbe b eginning of fast 
month. 


Ora EgQsson, spokesman for 
Iceland's Civil Defence agency, 
said tioodwater had destroyed 
the 1333ft longGigja Bridge as 
well as a 160ft bridge alo ng ihn 
southern coast. 


“The flooding is bad- The 


SB — 


Mr Egusson. The flooding is in 
a remote area away from towns 
or farms and did not threaten 
human life, he added. 

Civil defence authorities 


were concerned that a third 
bridge, the 2,950ft long Skei- 


gspi 

- ; -:t x&kx&iii 



“T 

end <tf 


volcano 

Aftfmin 


Vatnajofad 
lowing to, 


>*Ctu : i r V vmt ’sH 
' ’&&&& 


the Vatnajofari glacier sfoce 
the eruption. 

A reporter with Icelandic 
National Radio said the flood 
waters had descended faster 


than forecast. “In three hours 
6,000 cubic metres of water 


DAILY POEM 


Ghost Ship 

By Brian Patten 
Dear ghost ship* 


your young anv hot wan longmgs, 

Oder semen hardly dry m women’s fya, . 
theyears have shrunk to a sm&e ... 

fleck-foamed, wave; . 

the one who fathered me, . . "h 

■ tong dead ) . ■’ • 

Though there is a harbour into which 
it is best never to find the way 
' a sea-route it is best 
never to foBiow, 

fate andchance meetings wiS ahvays - 
undo reason. , _• 

. Itisthe s&d'S breath ‘‘- J 
mehs the ice floe, ' . v 

die flip of a gull's wing 
changes the yving's course. 

Brian Patten ’sArmada (Flamingo, £5.99) is one of the most per- 
fect and accessible poetry books of the year, writes Catnens 
Lake, Poetry Editor- The annadaof the tide, a science of po- 
ems aboot the death of Us mother, f orms part of wider th emati c 
elegies some of the best of which rest upon sea-fazing 
metaphors. He has always shared with Adrian Henri and Roger 
McGougb the stamp of “Liverpool poet” -popularist in form, 
fierce in delivery -but this, his eighth collection, is undiluted, 
lyric poetry of immense range and humanity and highly rec- 
ommended. 


One card can 
reduce the size 
of your debts. 
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APPLY NOW FOR; 


Mrafir your mteUns andtt 


y^-Thc FtoyalB ar* , 

9MC off Scotland 


K of Scotland 

MASTERCARD 


kMp a bteanoa on ttMfr 
emdUeant* 


V •RoyaiSnk at Boo a md 
j£)NMRn*r,; 

^m*B«n».eiNqwlwelc 
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Just compate tti^se interest rates 

c«l hmei ’ - JW ' tostrimi 


toyaktaridS bM 
HshfC mi 


BvdwsHBteCarit Yoa 




[MasterCard. 


erCard. 


CALL FREa NOW 

0800 16 IS 16 ex, 

LINES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, SAM-IOPM 


1033 









SWdmrtvM; 


"second, “The water is minting whter awsp o w ri s y tooae 
*-c?£<eku£y ffet down on to the ocean afc»^% W a fiftrsnte» 
s prtesnwn for foe coast, about 140 mft* «•* Of 
services in Royk- Reykjavik. 
y^fbe Icelandic capital. The eruption w dud AeA in 
not so much we cwt da mid-OcsoberbottbeUandb«t 
_’ r $Lc*ftjaSt watch and wait,* remained on alert for the ex- 


ringroad Photograph: Jeny Lampen/Reutere 


peered floods, wtuch could wash miurcing uvkcs ana rnuiauig 
away the oountxy's coastal ring channels tn steer the Hood oi 
road, and devastate tbc power water, debris and hx* blocks 
surety system and tekeommu- away from vulnerable areas, 
nicaxxn The Vunajokul glacier cov- 

Authorities have been ere 3,200 sq miles and reaches 
preparing for ihe torrent by re- a depth of 3,000 it. 
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She can't 


afford for the 


business to 


come crashing 


down while 


she s away 


Servers are often at the heart of an 


organisation’s IT operations and an ever- 


increasing dependence is being placed on their 


reliability. Whether they are used for 


applications, databases or networks, server 


reliability is essential. 


This is something Fujitsu - one of the 


world’s largest computer companies - fully 


understands, and has used its global experience 


and technological know-how to produce a 


range of advanced servers to meet the needs of 


organisations large or small. The models may 


come in different shapes, sizes, and even 


colours, but reliability comes as standard. 


For more information 


please telephone FUJITSU ICL 


Computers on 0345 123 555 pgntfaim 


Fujitsu i-series servers all use Intel Pentium® processors, 


Fujfrsu 


PCs • NOTEBOOKS • SERVERS 


^ http://www.fujitsu-computers.com 
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20mph 
limits to 
put brakes 
on drivers 


ChrisSai Wolmar 

Transport Correspondent 

A big increase in the n umber of 
20mpb zones was recommend- 
ed by a cross- party parliamen- 
taiy road safety group yesterday. 

The Parliamentary Advisory 
Council for Transport Safety 
said all speed limits should be 
reviewed and recommended 
15 measures which it said Par- 
liament and the motoring in- 
dustry should undertake. The 
whole issue of speed had to be 
tackled if the number of acci- 
dents was to be reduced, it 
said in a pamphlet 

Britain has one of the worst 
records in Europe for child 
pedestrian deaths. According to 
transport ministers. 160 child 
pedestrians were killed in 
speed-related accidents in 1995. 
The council said in Taking 
Action on Speeding that reduc- 
ing speed on the roads would be 

the single most effective way of 
lowering that toll. 

Robert Gifford, its director, 
said: “Pedestrians hit at 20mph 
by a vehicle receive mostly mi- 
nor injuries. At 30mph the ma- 
jority are killed or seriously 
injured.” 

Speed killed car occupants 
too, he said. Their chances of 
being killed or seriously in- 
jured was five times greater at 
40m ph that at 20mph. The 
pamphlet said: “Speed is the 


biggest single contributory fac- 
tor in road accidents.’' The 
council said it accepted a sur- 
vey finding that 85 per cent of 
motorists broke speed limits 
“when the road is quiet". 

But it said all limits should be 
reviewed with the idea of re- 
ducing the current 60mph 
maximum on trunk roads and 
creating many more 20m ph 
zones in towns without the 
cumbersome engineering mea- 
sures presently required 

The council said it accepted 
there was no single measure 
which could transform safety but 
called for a national strategy to 
tackle both excess speed (break- 
ing the limit) and inappropriate 
speed (when a car is driven too 
fast for the conditions). 

The Highways Agency was 
criticised for cutting funds for 
local safety schemes on trunk 
roads 

The pamphlet said that a key 
problem was that drivers “do 
not perceive speeding to be a 
significantly criminal activity" 
and suggested a change in the 
driving test. Mr Gifford said: 
“Instead of focusing on techni- 
cal things... the test should con- 
centrate on ensuring that 
drivers are aware of the dangers 
of speeding." 

The council also called for a 
national data-base for speeding 
offences to help insurance com- 
panies. 


M&S hitches up its underwear and steals 
some jewels to create over 




Bra new world: M&S, which sells more underwear than any other group, aims to attract custom fay adding extras such as a new fitting service Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Booming high street sales are 
prompting Marks & Spencer to 
take on an extra 2,250 staff to 
man bigger stores and boost cus- 
tomer service. Already Britain's 
biggest underwear retailer the 
group has increased its share of 


bra sales to well over a third by 
adding extras such as a fitting 
service. Maries is also for the first 
time offering made-to-measure 

suits at its City of London 
branch, which opened in Sep- 
tember, and is now notching up 
sales of £lm a week. 

The group already sells one 
in five off-the-peg suits bought 


Cheaper 

mortgages. 

(Don’t stop reading. There’s more.) 


•Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (3(H). monthly! payments). 


Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) ’ . 

Monthly saying 
with Direct Line 

' Totai Paydble -- 

WOOLWICH 

7.4% . 

£54535 

£48.95 

£163, 605 ’ 

HALIFAX 

7.4% 

£54535 

£48.95 • 

£163,605 v 

ABBEY NATIONAL 7.4% 

£54534 

£48.94 

£163,602 ; ;/• 

DIRECT LINE 

M% 

£496.40 

— 

. £148,920 ■ • .\ 


APRs based on Standard Variable Race Repayment Mort g age s, corr e ct at 29di October 1996. MIRAS has been 
cakutated wider current tax le g isla t i on which may alter. 


• Save around £50* a month. 

• Free legal fees if you transfer your existing mortgage. 

• Free valuation. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
indemnity fees. 

• We'll even guarantee to save you 20%* on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• To find out how much you could save, call now. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND69 

Internet address: http://www.directline.co.uk 
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in Britain and is launching its 
own jewellery to steal a march 
on high street jewellers, but Sir 
Richard Greenbuiy , the chair- 
man, said only four shops in the 
group could offer the fdl Marks 
& Spencer range. He said there 
were 80 towns where they could 
double turnover if stores could 
be enlarged or resited. 

“Customers are coming out 
of the trenches . . .We want to 
encourage them to shop with us 
as they seem more disposed to 
shop again and we want to of- 
fer them better service," said 
one executive. 

The City, however, was not 


impressed and marked the 
shares down sharply, citing dis- 
appointing profits and the in- 
creased cost of more 


_ le new staff will be con- 
centrated in i!lite stores that at- 
tract the most customers and 
record the highest returns. 
Among the company’s 50 high- 
flyers are those in Newcastle 
upon Tyne and the City. 

Recruitment has started and 
will be completed by March. 
Marks also took on an extra 
1,500 personnel last year as 
sales picked up. Directors said 
they were being employed on 


tills, to answer queries and to 

ensure that stock was put on the 
shelves more quickly. 

The announcement of more 
jobs coincided with the results 
for the six months to 28 Sep- 
tember, which showed that M 
& S had improved profits to 
£430. lm compared with 
£385.4m in the same period last 
year. Sir Richard described this 
as a good performance with re- 
tail sales increasing by 8.4 per 
cent over the corresponding 
period lastyear. He stressed that 
coosumer confidence seemed to 
be returning. - • 

Sir Richard said tbe compa- 


ny wanted to improve sales 
and management ted raised tbe 



Chic it usually is, Li 


Melanie Rickey 


The Contemporary Collections 
floor at liberty it ain’t, but M 
& S can be relied upon to pro- 
vide fashionable clothes that 
women want to buy, and buy 
they do. Jt is rumoured that the 
Marble Arch store in central 
London alone brings in about 
£lm .a day. The queues of 
women at die check-outs are 
testimony to that, their trolleys 
loaded with clothes, shoes and 
;erie. 

and Arab tourists ex- 
pect easy, affordable basics 
when they go but legions of 
British women know something 
more. When the catwalk dic- 
tates clothes in shades of choco- 


late, aubergine and olive green 
such as a velvet slim-fit short, a' 
sheer devoid effect top or a flu- 
id jersey tunic with matching 
trousers, they know they can go 
to M & S and not break the 
bank. Ask any fashion editor to 
throw open the doors to her 
wardrobe and you will find 
Marks & Spencer clothes 
nestling alongside those from 
Calvin Klein and Dolce e Gab- 
ban a. Alexandra Sbulxnan, the 
editor of Vogue, said that her 
favourite item last season was 
an M & S “shantung" shirt. 

Five years ago the store was 
regarded as one of the most un- 
fashionable places to shop, 
women were reluctant to admit 
where their T-shirts and 


jumpers came from. But the im- 
age of the store has been trans- 
formed with the help of an 
a ggr essive design initiative and 
designers such as Paul Smith 
and Betty Jackson. 

But its strong push to capture 
the younger more affluent mar- 
ket has caused the company no 
end of trouble. Last year it was 
accused by Liza Bruce, a 
swimwear designer, of copying 
one of her ideas. The swimsuits 
looked nearly identical, the 
main difference was price: 
Bruce’s cost £120, the M & S 
version, £21. Ms Bruce has 
since gone out of business. Jeff 
Banks, a fashion designer and 
presenter of The Clothes Show 
television programme, also ac- 


in clo thing and held its postion 
in foods. Underlying sales grew 
at 9.5 per cent with home fur- 
nishings up by 26.9 per cent 
The company hoped to dou- 
ble its presence in Spain and 
strengthen its position in 
France. The store in Dublin had 
made an excellent start and the 
companyintended to expand in 
Hong Kong and open new fran- 
chises in South Korea and Aus- 
tralia. ’ 


ofced tbe company of copying 
a distinctive pocket design. The 
sidle agreed to pay a six-figure 
compensation sum. 

Marks & Spencer has since 
set up a £lm fighting fund to 
combat claims that it has copied 
designs. Despite this the com- 
pany goes from strength to 
strength. The news that it will 
employ 2,000 more staff to im- 
prove customer care does not 
mean you will have assistants 
breathing down your neck 
(there will never be high pres- 
sure selling strategy in store) it 
simply means there will be 
more stock on the rails, a full 
range of sizes on offer and a 
fester route through the check- 
out back onto the streeL 


Trees and plenty of paint 
revive the blasted Arndale 


Jonathan Glance? 


Manchester has chosen the 
most conservative of five short- 
listed teams to rebuild its city 
centre after the IRA bomb. 
Edaw, a local consortium of ar- 
chitects, engineers, planners 
and builders, plans to keep the 
devastated Arndale Centre, 
although it will be dad in a coat 
of new colours and pierced 
with pedestrian walkways. 

The design team plans to cre- 
ate new tree-lined thorough- 
fares, or avenues, leading to a 
host of new leisure and enter- 
tainment centres. These wifi in- 
clude a winter garden near die 
rite of the bomb-damaged bus 
Station and a new Trocadero be- 
hind the fecade of the landmark 
Maxwell House budding. The 
core of the plan is a broad av- 
enue leading through some of 
the areas worst affected by 
bomb damage; this will pass 
through a new city centre park. 

The Edaw team will need 
more than a little magic to 
bring new life into the heart of 
the city Mown apart by a 3,3001b 
bomb on 15 June. The bom- 
bkilled no one but caused an es- 



In their hander Winners and design Photograph: News Team 


timated £500m damage, wreck- 
ing more than 1,000 square 
metres of shops and offices. 

Announcing the winning 
team yesterday. Sir Alan Cock- 
shaw, chairman of the taskforce 
set up to rebuild tbe dry. said: 
“Our aim is to create the very 
best city centre in the whole of 
Europe, but most importantly 
one which the people of Man- 
chester can. be proud of." 


Whether or not the peopleof 
Manchester are proud of the 
famously ugly Arndale Centre, 
which took the brunt of the 
blast. Sir Alan did not say. 

Responding to a question- 
naire after the bomb, Mancu- 
nians complained of a city 
centre, that was “dead as a 
place where people five”; Edaw 
has replied with plans for 240 
new homes in the rebuilt city 


centre. Richard Leese, leader of 
Manchester City Council, said 
the project would create “a 
simple but memorable city cen- 
tre, dearly deliverable withm the 
time-scale and budget”. The 
time-scale is tbe end of 1998; the 
budget has yet to be decided, 
although Edaw has an initial 
fund of £22m to draw on. Mil- 
le nnhiiri funding is to be sought. 

If the design is conservative, 
dial is because the dty wants to 
get back on its feet as quickly 
as posable. The judges’ choice 
has made it clear that what was 
wanted was a team and a design 
that could give birth to a new 
centre on a right budget and in 
the shortest possible time. 

It is significant that none of 
the five design teams short-list- 
ed for the competition includ- 
ed big-name architects, despite 
the fed that the Richard Rogers 
Partnership, for example, is cur- 
rently working on a facelift for 
Shanghai, and both Lord 
■ Rogers and his former partner, 
the Genoese architect Renzo Pi- 
anOi are redesigning Pots- 
danmier . Ptatz, the Piccadilly 
Circus - or Manchester Pic- 
cadilly - of central Berlin. 


LOOK BACK 
IN ANGORA 

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 
10PM. 








BOB MILLS' MUSICAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY. WATCH 25 YEARS OF BAD HAIR, STRANGE SHIRTS AND GREAT MUSIC VIDEOS. 


VH-1 

MUSIC THAT 
MEANS 
SOMETHING 


available via coble and scriallhn 
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Hnesthour: Yallsin takes to a tank W— fejgfe wte; Wo wpltaHon Is " Th® down: US Prasklent HR CSrrton 

a COf, P Prfane Mtoteter . is reduced to tear* of lautfyter by 

against President Mlkhari Gorbachev Albert Reynolds Is left oa tfie tarmac YWtsin at die wrs 50ft anniversary 

Phfl Reeves and 
Helen Womack 

Moscow 




Bad boy: Mottsin seDoiafly taemaeee a 
secr et ar y at a press conference, 
further tanrisNng Ms reputation 


Dancing bam Groovy times on the Paying the price: Exhausted after the 
campaign trafi as Vrftsbi creates a election. Ybttsin appears on TV to 
stir hi tbe 1396 presidential election explain his need for a heart operation 


Boris Yeltsin has entered a 
critical 48-hour period when 
surgeons will get a dearer idea 
of the success of the multiple 
heart by-pass operation on 
which his presidency, and the 
future of Russia, so crudaDv 
depends. 

Doctors will today decide 
whether they can take Hm off 
a respirator following the 
seven-hour operation, during 
which they stopped the Presi- 
dent’s heart for 68 minutes. Af- 
ter that comes another crucial 
moment - discov e r l ug wl iether 
he can again control his own 


Crucial decision in next few days as team gambles on whether to take president off respirator 

in "optimum" condition - rid of 


breathing. Fwe boaxsAfter the 
die operation the Rfeadent; 

65, recovered oomtifcesDins 
and opened his eyes, said 
Yevgeny Chazov, who for years 
treated ! Leonid Breaftnev. 

Tbe announcement came af- 
ter a day in which, for the first 
time, the world was given in- 
formation about a complex Op- 
eratioa cm a Russian leader, and 
heard from surgeons who 
worked on the organ that has 
obsessed so many for so long. 

Renat Akchurin, bead of the 
12-strong team, said the oper- 
ation had gone well but dis- 
closed that it had involved 


three or fixer anodp&cC winch 
suggests dim the Frcsidpn's 
heart was mo r e iH<*a***i rh»n 
was realised. 

There been no unex- 
pected problems but Mr ’Sfebsin 
sriD faced the “vciy important 
stage" of post-operative treat- 
ment. The first few days after a 
corocay by-pass arc critical af 
they cst ab mh whether any dam- 
age to otfaeroigpns has been in- 
flicted during suigety. 

But Dr Akchurin said that, 
“touchwood", Mr Yeftsin may 
deckfe to sign a decree today or 

tomorrow taking back the pow- 


ers of office he temporarily 
transferred to his Prime Minis- 
ter, Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Michael DeBafcey, the Amer- 
ican cardiologist who led US 
and German advisers, said the 
operation was a “campleie suc- 
cess" and predicted Mr Yeltsin 
would be able to peribnn hfc du- 
ties m a “perfectly noimal fash- 
ion”. He may be active long 
after his second term expires in 
2000 - most studies show almost 
three-quarters of by-pass pa- 
tients are leading a normal life 
10-15 years after the operation, 
said the surgeon. 

Tor Mr Yeltsin's government 


and supporters in the West, the 
operation was not before time. 
It followed 15 months in wfaidr 
he had two and probably three, 
heart attacks. In hs absence, his 
entourage jockeyed for power, 
while tbe country was buffeted 
by political and financial crises. 

Yesterday saw evidence of 
drat when hundreds of thou- 
sands took to the streets for a 
day of strikes and ranks, large- 
ly over wage arrears. 

But it wl be some time be- 
fore Mr Yeltsin can tackfe these 
issues. Although Dr Akchurin 
said he may be able to begin 
work as soon as next week, he 


will be. at best, a part-time 
president until Christmas. 

The first sign the operation 
was pending came early yes- 
terday. when the President's 
motorcade left the sanatorium 
where he was staying and head- 
ed for the Moscow Cardiolog- 
ical Centre. It was exactly two 
months after he confirmed to 
television viewers what had 
long been suspected: he had 
heart disease and needed 
surgery. Doctors later diag- 
nosed one blocked and three 
partially blocked arteries. 

His surgeons said they de- 
cided to go ahead when be was 


early oroMems with an over-ac- 
tive tnvroid, internal Needing 
and anaemia. Bui its timing, on 
tbe day of the US election, was 
stage-managed, us was media 
coverage. The surgeons’ con- 
ference was restricted to what 
aides called a “golden group" 
of f(U correspondents, a frac- 
tion of the thousands in 
Moscow at present. 

Hi the indignation of tbe 
President's staff, the world was 
denied news of the start of the 
operation for 3t> minutes, be- 
cause Russian agencies 
distrusted the initial announce- 


ment and wanted i*» cheek 
But the operation's progress 
was thereafter reported h> 
Russian media throughout the 
day. 

Mr Yeltsin's spokesman said 
he joked with doctors us he w enl 
into the operating theatre. But 
last night, as they a wailed the 
outcome ol their work, the 
mood was mure suMucd. A 
number of critical question 1 , 
remain. For instance, has the 
operation caused any hram 
damage? Such issues will be 
preying on the mind ot Mr 
Yeltsin’s wife. Naina: "Pra> 
God that it will w ork out okay . ‘ 
she said aftcT the operation. 

She was. she said, “very 
worried, of course”. 


Under the knife at 
Moscow’s finest 


Helen Womack 

Moscow 


As President Boris Yeltsin went 
under the surgeon's knife yes- 
terday. Alexei Nesterov, an 
ordinary Russian citizen, was 
nervously awaiting a similar 
heart bypass operation- - - . 

Aftethe suffered his second ' 
hea*tsuack, aroonth ago, doc- 
tors fold him hesBGfcld'fladfer- - 
go 'tb&‘‘4peEzttiori, -which -is 
routine - In thi WtSt but still 
rarely performed in Russia. “To 
be frank, 1 •wasn’t keen. They 
had to. persuade me,” be said. 
“You see, I was a doctor myself 
and we doctors are. aU cowards. 
We know that 2 per cent of pa^ 
tients die during this kina of 
surgery." - 

But Dr Nesterov, at 62 three 
years younger than Mr Yeltsin, 
had no complaints about the 
standard of care he was receiv- 
ing in Moscow’s Botkin Hospi- 
tal. “Of course no specialist 
from Texas will fly out to advise 
in my case,” he joked. “But I am 


perfectly satisfied wifli how lam 
being looked after here. The 
doctors are excellent, 1 am 
sharing a nice little ward with 
only one other person and they 
are feeding me wefl.“ 
ThelJSuO-bed Botkin Hos- - 
pital, founded : 85 years ago 
with mon^r donated by a pre- . 
revolotioiaiy RusSian mer= ■ 
chant,- epmes as a- pleasant 
surprise- 'after all- foe •boms' i 
sfories : 0B*‘h6aiS"abont the J 
state of Rnssian medkise. " 
Tree, the hospital r^ presti- 
rious, being the centre 10 which - 
foreigners are always referred 
if they fall sick in Moscow. But 
the majority of its patients are 
Russians receiving state treat- 
ment, free of charge if they are 
residents of the capital or the 
suno on ding region. 

“Five years ago, when the 
West was sending humanitari- 
an aid, things were difficult,” 

said V ladimir Yakovlev, the 
hospital’s chief doctor. “We re- 
ally did need help then. But tbe 
economic situation is slowly 


Central Africa 

Frightened children 
need your help 


The crisis in Central Africa threatens to become 
the wdrst in Africa this Century. Mfllions of children 
and their families need urgent help. 

Save tbe Chiidroxhas a long history of providing 
relief and support to children and their families 
who are in dang er Tfourmoney will help save lives. 

Save the Children, is- workMfe'in Rwanda, 
Burundi, Tanzania and Uganda and is ready to 
help in Zaire. Families are being tom apart by 
the conflict. We are working to bring children 
and their families back together again. We are 
providing blankets and emergency shelter and 
are planning to airlift essential medical supplies 
later in the week. 

Please send a donation today - post the coupon 
below or callus on 0171-705 5400- 
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Save foe Ch ildren Fund, FREl&OST, London SE5 8BR. 
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improving. -We are -ge 
modem ixpgpmcgt and have 
tfaeiqeforineswe need.” 

newly 

pfectf of doc- 

tor in dtttgfe, Shamil Arifulin, 
offers me a cigarette, then re- 
alises Jie has; perhaps blun- 
dered^aBd-foere iStio toSet 
p^aer ia -foe lavatories. - . 

^IhfrfoeTlfcbediimit gleams 
andwhzrzs^rifofoe latest oom- 
pnferfeed^le^iipnient from 
Ajnpint»,Thfi!pKp»jtment deals 

wtth enieigHiicy cases brought 
in by anfonlanoeand exmhmes 
othofoeait patients m a 50-bed 
imit But if they need surgery, 
they go to other hospitals.' 

I^Nesterov wfllrothave to 
wmt for his operation and af- 
terwards, he will be sent to a 
sanatorium in the woods outside 
Moscow to convalesce. "It won’t 
be BarwkhaJMrYytsm’s sana- 
torium] but it could be Pere- 
delkmo, you know, where 
Pasternak lived, and that’s just 
as good,” he said. - 

PM has 
charge of 
nuclear 
arsenal 


Phfl Reeves 

Moscow 


It was a moment for which foe 

Kremfin has been ph»«mhy for 
weeks. Just before surgeons 
operated on him. President . 
Boris Yeltsin signed Decree | 
1^34, t ransfe rri n g his powers 
to iris Prime Min ister. At 7am 
yesterday WbtorCheniuajffidin 
became President of the Russ- 
ian Federation, with command 

of the so-called unclear button. 

Although the post is tempo- 

rary he was wefl groomed. Nine 

days ago Che NTV channel 
broadcast a profile aimed at 
proving he is not the dull bu- 
reaucrat be might appear but 
a thinking , Feeling, red-blood- 
ed Russian male. A man, moth- 
er words, the pi*Hc could trust 

He was shown playing WF 
Bazds, riding a jet-ski, playing 
an accordion. He confided he 
attractive women and 
hunting (Russian politics are 
undo oded by political correct- 
ness) and even a dmit t ed en- 
joying the occasional vodka. 

For mass it was the most 
chansmatic perfoanmance they 
had seen by a prime minister 
known more for his irdmUfy 
fh*n bis water-sport skflls. 

The former gas-industry ex- 
ecutive has been one of Mr 
tfeltsin’s most trusted allies 
daring his four years as Prime. 
Minister and bis brief reign may 
beawarin-np for greater things. 
He has a powerful constituen- 
cy in the energy lobby and is 
ftwed'in he foe mMM— ft 
,-amBA.te in tbe next presi- 
dential polL Bnt if he is to win 
round Russia, he may have to 
doa tot more Mcontion playing. 
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Jubilant: Women members of the Mohajlr National Movement celebrate Ms Bhutto's downfall in Karachi yesterday. 
The party has accused her government of killing hundreds of Mohajirs over the last three years Photograph: Reuter 


Lahore — The Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto, was 
toppled yesterday in a swift 
constitutional coup with full 
backing from the military. 

The President, Farooq Leg- 
hari, for decades a loyal friend 
of the Bhutto family, dissolved 
the country's national and pro- 
vincial assemblies at lam yes- 
terday morning. 

Earlier on Monday. Mr 
Leghari had spent six boms try- 
ing to persuade her to resign, in- 
sisting that her bungling? and 
nepotism had rotted out her 34- 
moath old government. tThis is 
your way of getting rid of us,” 
Ms Bhutto reportedly retorted, 
“No, I won't do it." 

Just as Ms Bhutto was pre- 
paring to sleep, troops dosed in 
on her Islamabad mansion. Her 
telephone lines were cut, along 
with those of her cabinet min' 
isters and advisers. The ex- 
prime minster spent yesterday 
under virtual house arrest. 

The plug was also pulled on 
all cellular phones across the 
country. Throughout Pakistan, 
the army and the para-military 
Rangers guarded television and 
radio installations and sealed off 
airports. Ms Bhutto's contro- 
versial husband and investment 
minister. Asif Zardari, 45, was 
arrested as he dined in the 
governor’s old colonial palace 
m Lahore. Mr Zardari was one 
of 29 politicians and top police 


Prime Minister accused of bunglings 
and nepotism, writes Tim McGirk 


official? detained. Few Pakista- 
nis are sorry to see Ms Bhutto 
go- Her husbandwas probably 
the most hated man in Pakistan, 
and Ms Bhutto had come to be 
as detested inside her country 
as she was respected abroad for 
combating the rise of Islamic 
militancy in South Asia. . 

Her exit in disgrace may fin- 
ish off the Bhutto dynasty. It has 
certainly fractured her Pak- 
istan People’s Party, perhaps 
beyond repair. 

Ms Bhutto's biggest mistake, 
many Pakistanis believe, was 
marrying Mr Zardari back in 
1987. A bumptious feudal lord, 
Mr Zardari was accused by po- 
litical foes of massing not mil- 
lions, but hundreds of millions, 
through corruption and kick- 
backs, but none of the accusa- 
tions has yet to stick. Army 
intelligence yesterday morning 
flew him to an undisclosed lo- 
cation in Islamabad .where he is 
believed to be facing interro- 
gation. Several newspapers 
claim Zardari secretly bought a 
£2. 5m mansion in Surrey and 
slocked it with furniture and an- 
tiques sent from Karachi in 
crates labelled mangoes. 

Worst of all, Mr Zardari has 
been named as a suspect in the 
murder on 20 September of Ms 


Bhutto’s younger brother, Mur* 
taza. U was the killing of Mur- 
taza at a police roadblock on a 
dark empty street in Karachi, 
that seems to have convinced 
Mr Leghari to end her rcigiv Ms 
Bhutto and her brother. were 
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Type of Account 

Amount 

Nation^ . 

Halifax. 

Instant Access 

•_V . £2* 00Q 


• 2 : 25% - 

TESSA Follow-on • 

- ;£2;00tt; 


^5^5%; 

90 Day Notice 

£2,000. 




Take a look at the cable above, and 
you’ll see that Nationwide clearly offers better 
races of interest across a range of key savings 
accounts. Is this an accident? A coincidence? 
Or are we just too generous for our own good? 

No. Our races arc becter because we’ve 
chosen to remain a building society. That 
gives us the freedom to put our customers first, 
and to plough our profits back into benefits 
like the higher savings rates you see here. 


SOURCE: B lay's MoneyMaster 

Any building society planning to turn 
itself into a bank, of course, risks losing that 
freedom, because when it does, it gains outside 
shareholders who will need to be kept satisfied. 

And outside shareholders may have quire 
different priorities to those of customers. 

Nationwide has no such plans. Our aim 
is to ensure that our rates provide excellent 
value both now and in the long term. 

If you’re keen on a lirtle extra interest. 


make sure you open a Nationwide savings 
account. For the full story simply drop into 
your local Nationwide branch or phone us 
free on 0500 54 45 55 (quoting ref PCM). 
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the Karachi hospital barefoot, 
oat of respect, andher cries of 
grief spilled from die hospital 
morgue for 45 minutes before 
she was finally pulled off her 
brother’s bloodied corpse. 

A few days later, Ms Bhutto 
enraged Mr Leghari by “insin- 
uating” that the presidency and 
secret services had plotted to as- 
sassinate Murtaza - In a vain at* 
tempt, diplomats m Islamabad 
saicCto deny that her husband 
might have, been embroiled in 
the murder. Ms Bhutto later 
apologised to the president, 
but the damage was done. 

After obtaining sanction and 
assistance from the army chief. 
General J ahangir Karamat , Mr 
Leghari sacked Ms Bhutto- Mr 
Zardari may face criminal 
charges for his alleged involve- 
ment in Murtaza's death. Mur- 
taza's Lebanese-born widow, 
Ghinva, said recently: “My hus- 
band used, to call him “Asif Baba 
and the 40 Thieves”. Nobody 
but my husband dared to 
confront him.“ 

Murtaza’s assassination was 
just one in a long list of griev- 
ances used by Mr Leghari to jus- 
tify Ms Bhutto’s dismissal The 
president accused her govern- 
ment of corruption, subverting 
the courts, and carrying out 
extra-judicial arrests and kid- 
napping in the southern port of 
Karachi, where security forces 
are frying to quell unrest among 
a large co mmuni ty of Muslim 
immigrants from fndia, known 
as Mohajirs. To celebrate Ms 
Bhutto’s downfall Mohajir men 
danced in Karachi” s lanes and 
fired off Kalashnikovs. 

Mr Leghari named Malik 
Meraj Khalid, an intellectual 
and former assembly speaker, 
as Prime Minister to head a 
pared-down caretaker cabinet 
of technocrats, a newspaper 
editor, a lawyer, a retired gen- 
eral, and two politicians, one 
from Bhutto's party and one 
from the opposition, Pakistan 
Muslim League. The President 
promised elections on 3 Feb- 
ruary, once die corrupt politi- 
cians haveheen rooted out 

But Mr Leghari’s statement 
seemed to be a sinister echo of 
apastprbmise made by the late 
dictator. General Zia ul-Haq. 
The general had given identical 
assurances when he grabbed 
power in 1977 and held on for 
11 years, until he was killed in 
a mysterious plane crash. But 
friends of Mr Leghari credit him 
with a sense of duty and a long 
memory: Throughout his long 
career in politics, he was several 
times jailed for crusading 
against military regimes. 

Corruption is so pervasive 
that some Pakistanis doubt that 
Mr Leghari and his vigilantes 
can succeed. Sherry Rehman, 
editor of a Karachi news mag- 
azine, tbs Herald, said: “There’s 
widespread anxiety over how 
genuine this clean-up of politi- 
cians wffl be. The same old faces 
keep coming back." Some of 
Leghari's new cabinet ap- 



pointees are suspect. Many of 
the politicians arrested imme- 
diately after Ms Bhutto's Itfj 
were from the Pakistan People’s 
Party, rasing fears that Mr 
Leghari’s sweep missed qually 
corrupt politicians from other 
parties. - 

Imran. Khan, a cricket star- 
turned political activist, wel- 
comed Ms Bhutto’s removal as 
did Nawaz. Sharif, ex-prime 
‘minister and leader of tbe con- 
servative opposition party, the 
Pakistan. Muslim League, and 
the right-wing Muslim party, the 
. Jamat-e-Islami. ■ 

Under Ms Bhutto's com- 
mand, the-eoua&yhas sunken 
into near pernuy. The Karachi 

street wars scared; off many 
foreign investors and often 
dosed the port. - 
Visitina businessmen com- 
plained mat .few government 
deals went through without 
having to pay off huge bribes. 
“One cabinet minister asked for 
three bribes. Wb gave him the 
first two. But the greed was too 
much for us,” said one Western 
energy consultant. 

According to some, econo- 
mists. inflation unofficially had 
climbed to above 20 per cent 
and was stfll rising, with no 
moral authority at the top, cor- 
ruption has seeped down to all 
levels of Pakistani society. 
While poor Pakistanis were 

Detested in 
Pakistan, she 
may finish off 
the Bhutto 
dynasty with her 
exit in disgrace 

the local press were busywkh 
exposes on the Bhuttos’ new 
mansion in Englan d and on Mr 
Zardari’s expensive bobby of 
collecting polo ponies. 

In late October, stories began 
to circulate that Mr Zardari 
planned to flee into exile. It 
turned out that he had only left 
fora short medical check-up in 
London, but the false rumour 
dented the Bhutto family’s cred- 
ibility even further. Even Mr 
Zardari's decision to shave off 
his rakish moustache was seen 
as proof he was plotting to slip 
out of the country incognito. 

Did Mr Zardari order Mur- 
taza’s assassination? Undeni- 
ably, the two hated each other. 
But at least two other theories 
on Murtaza’s death are making 
the rounds: first, that the Kara- 
chi police at the roadblock 
were provoked into firing by 
Murtaza and his bodyguards. 
That is the official version, but 
no police died in the supposed 
shoot-out. 

A senior police officer and 
key witness was later found 
dead of a gunshot wound; po- 
lice insisted it was suicide, out 
a coroner’s report proved this 
would have been a feat of con- 
siderable gymnastics as he had 
been shot from five feet away. 

The second theory is one Ms 
Bhutto dings to, that elements 
within the Pakistani security 
forces killed Murtaza and are 
trying to pin the blame on Mr 
Zardari as a way to trigger her 
demise. If Ms Bhutto is correct, 
than her foes’ plot has worked. 


Toppled: Many Pakistanis think Ms Bhutto's marriage to 
Mr Zadari in 1987 was her biggest error Photograph: AFP 
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Pax Americana: US marines charge off a beach in South Korea yesterday during 
Korea border. South Korean forces exchanged fire with North Koreans 




near the North 
Photograph: AP 
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Suicide of sex-row 
QC shocks Australia 


Sydney - Australian poHzics 
were in turmoil yesterday after 
a former judge commuted sui- 
cide following allegations in 
parliament related to an inquiry 
m to paedophiles. 

David Yek&am, 67, who for- 
merly sat in the New South. 
Wales Supreme Court, was 
found dead in his car at his 
home in (he up-market Sydney 
suburb of Homers HUL Police 
said there were no suspicious 
drcumstances. 

A QC who was married with 
three children and had four 
grandchildren, he had been 
shaken after Franca Arena, a 
Labor member, made a point- 
ed reference to him m the New 
South Wales state parliament 
last week when she attacked the 
inquiry by a royal commission 
and accused it of giving pref- 
erential treatment to “promi- 
nent peopfe**. 

Mrs Arena has been waging 
a campaign against paedophil- 
ia, claiming that top people in 
Australia have been spared se- 
rious examination during the 
commission's investigation. 

She asked in the Legislative 
Council in Sydney last week: 


Robert MiHBsen on a new twist 
in a royal commission's inquiry 
into child abuse and corruption 


“What about former Supreme 
Court judge. David Afceit Yeid- 
ham - was he. or w» he not, in- 
terviewed?’ 

She added: “I am not insin- 
uating anything abotfl the char- 
acter of the former judge by 
naming him. 1 am only saying 
that this is an example of a per- 
son who appears to have been 
given preferential treatment 
when, for instance, Anglican 
and Catholic besbops were not” 

Mr Yek&iam instantly de- 
fended himself. "1 am not a pae- 
dophile, I've never been a 
paedophile and I hate pae- 
dophihar he said. “A terrible 
mistake must have been made 
by someone." 

Retiring in 1990 after 16 
years on die bench. Mr Yektvun 
had taken up a post as director 
of the National Association for 
the Prevention of Child Abuse 
and Neglect. 

Mrs Arena has never pro- 
duced anv evidence to sub- 


stantiate her insinuations, which 
sent shockwaves through Aus- 



Poisoned by fumes: David 
\Wdham, named by an MP 

iralia’s political establishment. 
Even before Mr Ycldham's sui- 
cide, MIS from both sides of pol- 
itics, including Bob Carr, New 
South Wiles Prime Minister 


and La Kir tender. audit'd her 
for abusing porhimcnlun priv- 
ilege. 

The suicide has brought wide- 
spread calls f^r him to sack her. 
pressed in black, and speaking 
in sombre limes, she appeared 
before the press vvsteidav and 
declared: “1 h.i\ v acted ;iceord- 

ing to mv ctinvetena 1 .” 

Mr Yeldham's death has 
also focused attention on one 
of Australia's most sensation- 
al. lengthy, coniroversi.il and 
miist expensive public in- 
quiries. The ruv al conunivsiuu, 
conducted by Mr Justice James 
Wood. another Supivme <. nun 
judge, began in l‘i*#4 alter p*- 
lit ical pressure toreed the then 
Nev< South Wales gu% eminent 
to set up an inquire into v»r 
ruption in the state's police 

After exposing shocking cor ■ 
ruplk m among top tvhek uis. the 
commission turned itsaitenln »n 
to alleged police protect run •»! 
paedophile rackets. But there 
have been strong attacks on the 
commission's methods. John 
Marsden, a prominent lauser. 
said at least nine people had 
committed suicide as a result i >f 
the inquire*. 
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US soyabean 
ship sailing- 
into a storm 

Ideal Progress . the first ship 
carrying genetically modified 
soyabeans from the US, was 
due to dock at Hamburg, 
where it faced protests. 

US harvesters of the 
beans, developed by 
Monsanto corporation to be 
resistant to one of its 
herbicides, are not 
separating them from 
normal ones and products 
made with them, including 
30,000 foods, wtll not be 
labelled as such. Yet a survey 
for Greenpeace says 
73 per emit of German 
consumers would avoid such 
products for now. ' 

Charles Arthur 7 ; ‘ 

Six tried over 
Baltic killings 

Six Lithuanian former 
Communist leaders went on 
trial over the Soviet attempt 
to crush the independence 
movement and the killing of 
13 people at the storming of 
the Vilnius television tower 
by Soviet troops in January 
1991. If convicted, they 
could face the death penalty. 
Adrian Bridge 


Nicaragua 
tense as pod 
dispute deepens 

Tension rose in Nicaragua 
after the Sandmista National 
Liberation Front urged . . 
s up port e rs to protest against 
alleged electoral fraud. . 
Presidential elections were 
held 17 days ago but the 
result is yet to be grom/In 
its strongest statement since 
the election, the Front also 
railed for voting ro be re-run 
in more than half the 
country. The statement 
raised fears of dashes 
between its supporters and 
those of the conservative ' 
Liberal Alliance, which 
appeared to have won the 
vote. Pb3£krri$orf 


by activist 

The dissident Wang Dan 


sentence of 11 years* jail for 
plotting to overthrow the 
government, a court official 
said, dedining to elaborate. 
Peking Number One • 
Intermediate People's Court 
took less than four hours last 
Wednesday to convict and 
sentence Mr TOng. 
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Tragedy 
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Despite the sleaze. Clinton heads for 

• . ' ' 




President shows fine taste for re-election 


l luU‘ 

a i iiir 


David Usbome 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Everything was ready, just in 
case. There was suspense in the 
steaming kitchen of Doe's Place 
yesterday morning but it had lit- 
tle to do with whether their most 
famous (and famously greedy) 
customer, Bill Clinton, was go- 
ing to win. Nobody doubted 
that. Rather, it was over 
whether he would answer their 
invitation and drop by. The 
meat patties and cheese squares 
were ready for cooking and 
Lucille, the President’s 
favourite chef, had come in 
with her hair perfectly coiffed. 

“He hasn't replied yet, but 
he's a busy man and we can for- 
give him that," said Lucille, 
bearing a gold-toothed grin. 
Of one thing, she is sure: if he 
does comes, he will eat and he 
will eat well. If it’s lunchtime it 
will be cheeseburgers and fries, 
if it is for dinner, steak and 
shrimp. “He’s still got a good ap- 
petite. A real good appetite." 


Four years ago, when the 
votes for Clinton and Bush 
were being counted, there was 
real heart-gulping suspense 
here. Would their man knock 
out the incumbent? If he did, 
what would he bring? Honour 

or disappointment? National 
healthcare or muddle? 

Yesterday there was only 
syrupy anticipation - whatever 
the postmortems of the first 
term might say. Anticipation 
that the once-ooscure governor 
of this still dog-patch state 
would achieve re-election - the 
first Democrat to be so re- 
warded since Franklin Roo- 
sevelt in 1 944. And anticipation 
of monster-partying. Eight 
blocks down from Doe’s, men 
in raked the last leaves from 
around the Old State House, 
the backdrop for the expected 
victory speech. And few blocks 
further down, the bandstand 
was being prepared for the as- 
sorted stars in town to honour 
Mr Clinton. Ibp of the bill: 
crooner Tbny Bennett. 


The President was playing coy 
most of yesterday, making only 
one pre-result appearance - to 
cast his vote with the First 
Lady at the city’s now disused 
Union Station. Perhaps he was 
resting his voice and his emo- 
tions from the thrill of his final 
six-day swing through IS states. 
More likely, he was simply gird- 
ing for the exultant moment last 
evening that promised him 
sweet victory. 

The final moment of what 
must surely be the final cam- 
paign of his life came at Little 
Rock's Adam’s Field airport 
wherL.4ir Force One finally bore 
the President home at 22 6 am. 
In a Guy fbwkes celebration all 
of their own. the throng of his 
hardiest supporters lit a blizzard 
of sparklers, and strained to 
catch a glimpse of their leader. 

We did not have to wait long. 
Before even his aides get to 
summon the plane steps, there 
was the President sneaking a 
quick peek out at the crowd, lute 
a child actor cracking open the 


Stage curtain to look for a par- 
ent in the audience. In a minute 
is descending the steps with 
Hillary and Chelsea. 

There follows a few minutes 
of vintage Clinton.. In this mo- 
ment he is the essence of can- 
didate BUI back on home turf, 
findin g the love of his fans and 
drinking it in giant draughts. 

It should, of course, be a 
homecoming marred by some 
acknowledgement, of the dread- 
ful damage that his term has 
wrought on Arkansas's elite 
arising from Whitewater. 

But back at Doe’s, the own- 
er, George Eldridge, is indig- 
nant that the subject of 
Whitewater need even be 
raised. “People in this town are 
just sick of hearing about it 
What is so ridiculous is that the 
President has never been even 
the slightest bit motivated by 
money or greed. But the Re- 
publicans can never let go. 
They just can’t stand the fact 
that be is going to be President 
again”. 



Happy families: Bill Clinton kissing Ins daughter after his last rally in Sioux Fails, North Dakota Photograph: AP 
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Congress in 
the limelight , 


Join Carfin 

Washington 

The presidential election hav- 
ing been ruled a no-contest al- 
most from the moment Bob 
Dole won the Republican nom- 
ination, it is the elections for 
Congress that have been gen- 
erating all the suspense. 

Republican leaders in the 
Senate and the House made 
plain in recent weeks that they 
were concentrating their ener- 
gies oo the congressional cause 
more than.on the race for the 
White House. 

What is at stake, at one lev- 
el is whether a Clinton presi- 
dency will be more hamstrung 
than presidents usually are by 
an uncooperative legislature. 

Such is the nature of the 
Constitution, fixated as the 
Founding others were on pre- 
venting a return to “tyranny", 
that even if the Republicans lose 
both bouses by a slender mar- 
gin, their capacity to paralyse 
White House initiatives will re- 
main great . 

Where interest resides more 
in political terms is whether 
Congress would be more or less 
energised to pursue investiga- 
tions into Mr Clinton’s alleged 
im p roprieties, including White- 
water and charges that the 
White House traded favours for 
Asian companies for campaign 
contributions. 

A Republican defeat in the 
House would wipe the grin off 
Newt Gingrich's face, whose re- 
moval from the Speakership 
would be the demise of his ca- 
reer, and wonld bring a smile of 
relief from Mr Clinton. 

Not that investigations would 
be nipped in the bud, but with 
the President’s allies holding all 
the committee chairs in the 
House, notably thecommittee 
on etirics, he would have reason 
to believe that the impending 
blows would be softer than 
they otherwise might have been. 

The Republicans set the 
precedent with their investiga- 
tions of the past year into the 
record of Mr Gingrich, who is 
alleged to have engaged in nu- 
merous abuses to steer money 
improperly to his party cam- 
paign coffers. First, the inves- 
tigations were not conduc ted 
with the alacrity and rigour 
that might have been expected 
had the Democrats been in 
charge. Second, the findings so 
for have been hedged m am- 
biguous language, allowing him 


has been more sinned against 
than sinning. 

It is in the reasonable hope 
of receiving gentler treatment 
from a Democrat-led House 
that Mr Clinton will have been 
watching the outcome of the 
congressional elections with 
more than usual presidential in- 
terest 

As to legislation, members of 
Congress on both sides have 
been saying privately for much 
of this year, that they have 
learnt their lesson from Mr 
Gingrich’s foiled “Contract with 
America". Any attempt to in- 
troduce radical changes, to set 
about a “revolution”, arc 
frowned upon by a fundamen- 
tally conservative electorate 
wary of politicians who seek to 
alter the status quo. The re-elec- 
tion quest eternally remaining 
uppermost in their minds. 

A Republican 
defeat in the 
House would 
wipe the grin 
off Newt 
Gingrich's’ face 

members of Congress have 
been warning their friends in 
>Kfchington not to expect any- 
thing big these next two years. 

Where the public is de- 
manding significant change, 
however, is in the area of cam- 
paign-finance reform, which 
has assumed such national im- 
portance that it has ceased to 
be a partisan political issue. It 
will be intriguing to see whether 
Congress does finally seek to ad- 
dress this cancer at the heart of 
American politics, especially 
as this time round they can be 
certain of the President’s sup- 
port, for Mr Clinton will not be 
required to raise campaign 
money again. 

If legislation does not go 
through, as it may well not do, 
since congressional incumbents 
find it much easier to raise 
funds tlran their chall engers, the 
one thing that may be said for 
sure is that the public’s already 
profound discontent with their 
elected leaders will only deep- 
en. All the more so if Congress 
ma nag es successfully to sully 
President Clinton's historical 
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sweet victory and the history books 


Cynicism wins by 
a huge consensus 


Weary old warrior 
ends last crusade 


John Carfin 

Washington 

The conventional view of the 
US election is that the Artful 
Dodger, in Gore Vidal's de- 
scription of Bill Climon, de- 
feated the guileless codger. 
That the slick, unprincipled 
politics of the president were al- 
ways going to prove too much 
for good old plain-spoken Bob 

Hence the question, thun- 
dered from Republican pur- 
pits: “Whatever became of hon- 
, our, decency, integrity in Amer- 
ican national life?" 

The answer is ready at hand. 
If you look closely at the thou- 
sands upon thousands of polls 

The economy is 
doing fine, Mr 
Clinton looks 
good, so why go 
for an out-of- 
touch old man? 

and political focus group ses- 
sions that have been conduct- 
ed the length and breadth of 
America in the last year, you will 
discover that the runaway win- 
ner of the 1996 election was nev- 
er going to be Mr Climon or Mr 
Dole, Democrats or Republi- 
cans. The winner, by a huge bi- 
partisan consensus, was cynic- 
ism . a perception that Ameri- 
can politics arc dirty', that politi- 
cians are crooks and liars. 

Mr Dole, when he finally 
got around to defining his elec- 
toral message, sold himself as 
a man of character, a man of his 
word - the president who would 
have restored upright values to 
the White House. 

The message did not resonate 
because while the Republican 
faithful were all too reach’ to be- 
lieve it. the nation as a whole did 
not. Or rather, they chose to see 
the moral difference between 
the two men as one of degree. 
The economy is doing fine. Mr 
Clinton looks good and talks 
well. So why go for an old man 
who, for all tiis heroism in the 
war, has, after all, spent the last 
36 years of his life playing the 
sordid Washington game? 

The electorate's logic has 


been driving conservative com- 
mentators to despair. William 
Safirc, the New York Times 
columnist, has written about 
nothing else this last month, de- 
ploring "the absence of outrage" 
at the "shamelessness" of the 
Clinton administration. 

The truth that many of the 
political partisans in Washing- 
ton choose to ignore is that the 
public £s outraged - but at both 
sides. Mr Dole might be the bel- 
ter man, but he inhabits the 
same cesspool as the president 
and has played by similar rules. 

Let us consider briefly the 
litany of Mr Clinton's sins. 
Then: is Whitewater and our 
knowledge that he fraternised, 
at least, with a cabal of Ark- 
ansas thieves; there is Thivclgate 
and the allegations that Hillary 
Clinton fired the staff of the 
White House travel office and 
replaced them with her chums 
from little Rock; there are the 
hundreds of FBI tiles the White 
House procured in what might 
have been an attempt to accu- 
mulate din on political rivals. 

More recently, and this has 
been at the heart of Mr Satire's 
raging indignation, there have 
been reports of illicit campaign 
fund-raising in the Far East. 
And. hovering over everything 
- and far more familiar to the 
general public - there has been 
the president's near-inhaling 
and his history of philandering. 

Now let us look at the record 
of Mr Dole. As for philander- 
ing. Mr Dole is no saint Possi- 
bly. if the unverified stories are 
true. Mr Clinton has been more 
prolific, hut Mr Dole did have 
an affair some 30 years ago, to- 
wards the end of his first mar- 
riage to a nurse at the hospital 
where be recovered from his 
grievous war wounds after the 
Second World War. 

After Mr Clinton's affair 
with Gcnnifcr Flowers, he 
kissed and made up with his 
wife. Mr Dole told his first 
wife it was all over with a typi- 
cally terse "I warn out" and ab- 
andoned her and his teenage 
daughter, begging the ques- 
tion: what if anything, can Mr 
Dole teach Mr Clinton about 
“family values”? 

As todirtypolitics.il is on the 
record that Mr Dole has been 
far from immune to the bland- 
ishments of big business during 





Final salute: Bob Dole, with wife, Elizabeth, ends his campaign before the Harry Truman statue of Independence, in 
Missouri, at 3am yesterday. The statue commemorates Truman's surprise, or ‘upset*, 1948 victory Photograph: Reuter 


his senatorial career. No com- 
pany has contributed more 
campaign money to Mr Dole 
than the Gallo wine company. 
In exchange. Mr Dole went fo 
great lengths to introduce leg- 
islation specifically, and suc- 
cessfully, aimed at improving 
Gallo's profits. Mr Dole also 


used his position to bolster the 
business of Archer Daniels 
Midland, a giant food compa- 
ny, which reciprocated not only 
by way of large campaign do- 
nations. In 1982, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Archer Daniels sold 
a condominium in Florida - 
where Mr Dole spent last night 


watching the election returns - 
to him at below market price. 

If Mr Clinton was at a dis- 
advantage on the moral terrain, 
it was partly because he chose 
not attack Mr Dole personally 
- itself no so much an hon- 
ourable calculation as one 
based on focus-group testing. 


which shows the public is re- 
pelled by negative campaigning. 

If the character question is 
dead in Americans' electoral 
calculations, it is not Mr Clin- 
ton who is to blame. Political- 
ly ignorant as the US public may 
be, wfien they say ‘‘they re aO the 
same", their instincts are good. 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

The old soldier’s last campaign 
ended yesterday, where the first 
one began all of 45 years ago 
when he first became a 
representative in the Kansas 
state legislature. Bob Dole was 
bade in Russell, casting his vote 
in a Presidential election he 

seemed destined to lose tty a 
mile. 

What probably were the final 
hours of Mr Dole's political 

career, spent mostly in the deep 
night of the American Midwest, 
have been surreal - a mixture 
of a campaign's obligatory 
optimism and a candidate’s 
lacerating honesty as sheer 
weariness strips away his ability 
to pretend. “I’ve done what I 
can do - all I can do. Nothing 
1 can say will change what will 
happen today." 

For 96 hours before Russell, 
Mr Dole had whirled across the 
country, logging 10,534 mDes 
that had taken him to 29 rallies 
in 20 states, with hardly a pit- 
stop. Sometimes his voice 
virtually gave out, in Houston 
his campaign plane Citizenship 
had a flat tyre, but stiD he kept 
going, driven by little more 
than pride and the desire to 
prove that at 73-yeais-young he 
could cope with a schedule that 
had reporters half his age 
wilting and buckling with 
exhaustion. 

Earlier he had paid the 
obligatory stop 200 miles to the 
west in Independence, 
Missouri, home town of Harry 
Truman, patron saint of 
electoral victories snatched 
from seemingly certain defeat. 
It was 3 o’clock in the morning, 
but 2^00 people were on hand 
to listen. 

“The tide is rolling all over 
the country," Mr Dole pro- 
claimed, s tanding in front of the 
great man’s statue outside the 
old courthouse and using words 
Truman used during his leg- 
endary surge to victory over 
Thomas Dwey in 1948. “I have 
seen it in other people's faces. 
The people are going to win the 
election." 

K Mr Dole does so however, 
the miracle vfcuM eclipse etffta-/ 
Truman’s feat of 48 years ago - 
a surprise that woukidiscredif - 
the opinion polling indiis&y,- 


for a century or more. In that 
year, “Give ’em hell" Harry 
turned around a deficit of 13 per- 
cent in August, which had 
shrunk to 5 percent in the final 
published poll, some three 
weeks before the election. This 
time Mr Clinton held a double 
digit lead right up to voting day. 

And in his wry, self-mocking 
fashion, the candidate himself 
seemed to acknowledge his 
fete: "I don’t believe in the polls, 
but I’ll tell you about the good 
ones." But the tour, and the 
headlines it has generated, have 
already prompted wishful 
thinking in the Republican 
campaign: if only, if only. If only 
Mr Dole had done something 
like this earlier, when there was 

‘In his wry, 
self-mocking 
fashion, Dole 
himself seemed 
to acknowledge 
his fete’ 


still Lime. In these last 24 hours 
the ordeal has been taking a vis- 
ible toll, not just on Mr Dole, 
who has kept going on biscuits, 
water, throat spray and a herbal 
tea called Throat Coat, but on 
his wife Elizabeth. 

Even so, and despite the 
candidate's croaking voice that 
cut his stump speech to a bare 
10 minutes his sometimes 
dispirited demeanour, the 
odyssey has acquired an elegiac 
tone. “This is the last crusade 
of a great warrior." Senator 
John McCain of Arizona told a 
rally at Des Moines, Iowa, 
shortly after midnight, as the 
candidate stood behind him, 
blinking back tears. 

“He is one of a generation of 
Americans who went out and 
made the world safe for democ- 
racy, so that ourselves and our 
children could have far better 
lives ... he returned to a life of 
service, not only for the people 
of Kansas but the people of this 
country." In 1996, Mr Dole’s 
generation may have been one 
vof.The factors which doomed 
hjm. '- 

But as a politician's epitaph, 
itberp- could be no finer. 
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Free from charges 


We are the UK’s tearing 24 hour personal telephone bank, a 
member of tin worldwide HSBC Group which is one of the largest 
banking and financial services organisations in the world. We never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday transactions, 
even if you're overdrawn. So banking with us costs much less. 


Annual current account charges 


Open all hours 


We're always open, so you can do all your banking when and 
where it suits you. All caOs are personally answered by our Bankkig 
Representatives and all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Why pay 
for banking 
when First 
Direct is 


Free banking and much more 


free? 


You also get a fee free £250 overdraft, the First Direct Card 
guaranteeing cheques for £100 and allowing 

.. cash withdrawals of up to £500 from 

: • • " over 9.000 cash machines m the UK, 

tG— including those of Midland and a hassle 
free automated biB payment service. 


| Why pay more for other services? 1 


We can satisfy your other banking needs - saving, borrowing, travel 
and insurance - by telephone too. As weB as saving 
you money we provide better, more easfiy arranged 
services, so giving you real convenience and flexibility. 


It’s easy to join 


o 

1 0) 


We make changing your financial arrangements easy 
too. Easy to open a First Direct Cheque Account, 
easy to arrange tor your salary to be paid in and 
easy for all your standing orders and direct debits to 
be transferred to you 1 account. And it's easy to find 
out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 or 
complete the coupon. 


Now ask yourself are 
you with the right bank? 


■o 

W 


call free 

0800 24 24 24 


or complete the coupon and post to: 

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 1FD 


Mr/Ms/Miss/Ms or Title 
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Conflict in Zaire: Urgent calls for intervention 


Looters move 
in as refugees 
flee rebel force 


Mary Braid 

Goma 


In the shadow of the giant vol- 
canoes that dominate eastern 
Zaire's border with Rwanda, the 
rebel soldier's uniform seemed 
particularly shabby. But his 
eyes shone with conviction. 

“President Mobutu has done 
nothing for our country,” he 
said. “Zaire is rich and yet our 
people are so poor he did noth- 
ing to develop it. We have 
come to liberate our entire 
country and all the people in it." 

In the main street just a few 
hundred yards away, the liber- 
ated were doing a little final 
looting in shops and interna- 
tional aid organisation offices. 
Buildings were first ransacked 
at the weekend when the Zaire- 
an troops were run out of town. 
Goma was the third main town 
in eastern Zaire to fall to the 
newly formed Alliance of De- 
mocratic Forces for the libera- 
tion of Congo Zaire. 

For two days. Goma's new 
military leaders had been clean- 
ing up, before allowing jour- 
nalists to cross the piece of 
string, slung between a peeling 
wrought iron chair and a bam- 
boo stick, which marks the be- 
ginning of the border crossing 
on the banks of Lake Kivu. 

But the blood-stained floors 
yesterday were evidence of war 
- with estimates of hundreds 
dead. In Goma's main street, 
looters trampled over discard- 
ed Zairean banknotes, worthless 
in this collapsing country where 
inflation is 7,000 per cent. 

Small wonder that everyone 
seemed to be stealing something. 
Children struggled home with 
boxes of biscuits stamped Unit- 
ed Nations HIpfa GommBBaa for 
Refugees, and in the main street 
people crowded round UN lor- 
ries for food and fresh water, 
once destined for the millions of 
Rwandan Hutu refugees whose 
arrival .in Zaire in L994 triggered 
the crisis now engulfing the re- 
gion and threatening the secu- 
rity of centra] Africa. 



Of the Rwandan refugees 
there was no sign, but more than 
700,000 of them are believed to 
be trapped between battle lines. 

The humanitarian disaster 
facing them is the latest stage 
of the nightmare which began 
in 1994 with the genocide of 
Rwanda’s minority Tbtsi popu- 
lation by the majority Hutus. 
Two million Hutus fled the 
country when the Tutsi army 

Nairobi, (Renter) — African 
leaders called for the urgent 
deployment of a neutral force 
in eastern Zaire to protect 
more than a million refugees 
dependent on a UN Security 
Council decision. 

The one-day summit, which 
was not attended by any 
Zairean representative, called 
on the UN Secretary-General, 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and 
the Secretory-General of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU), Salim Ahmed 
Salim to co-ordinate on die 
proposed move. 

won the dvil war. In three evil 
months, they wiped out 800,000 
liitsis, and they feared reprisals. 

Many refugees who tugged 
the international heart-strings 
were themselves perpetrators of 
one of the worst atrocities in re- 
cent history; the extremists who 
masterminded genocide have 
continued to create havoc They 


turned the refugee camps into 
militia bases from which to hit 
at the new Rwandan govern- 
ment, and in Zaire they esca- 
lated persecution of Tbtsis who 
had lived there for generations. 

Yesterday, Robert Gribbin, 
US Ambassador to Rwanda, 
said the refugees had been a key 
element to regional destabilisa- 
tion, and the need for their 
iepotriatkxi is now the orthodoxy. 

Yesterday Andre Kassasse 
Ngandu, Goma’s new military 
leader, said the refugees must 
leave so the rebels could aban- 
don the ceasefire they called on 
Monday and resume their fight 
with the Zairean government 

The Zairean government 
bred discontent by denying 
Zairean Hutus and Tutsis citi- 
zenship in 1981, but it was the 
Hutu camp militias that en- 
couraged local politicians to or- 
der local Tutsis to leave the 
country or be killed. The seeds 
of revolt were sown. Despite 
Rwandan government denials, 
most observers believe that, 
faced with Hutu threats on its 
own border, it has helped and 
even orchestrated the uprising. 

But Zaire's insurrection is un- 
likely to subside if the refugees 
go home. The rebels insist they 
will take Kinshasa though they 
may have to build a road to get 
there for the country is ruined 
after 30 years of Mobutu role; 
roads have been reclaimed by 
the jungje and communications 
are almost non-existent. 

Eastern Zaire's rebels have 
support from other regions. “I 
come from Shaba province,’' re- 
vealed the soldier with the 
shabby uniform. “Many of us 
come from Shaba and also 
from Kasai” Both provinces are 
already virtnaSy independent of 
Kinshas a. 

Mr Ngandu says President 
Mobutu's return from Europe, 
where be has been receiving 
treatment for cancer, will 
change nothing. “He is termi- 
nally iQ and finished as a polit- 
ical force. This is not just a 
regional war.” ■ 




Rag of pride: International Brigade veterans Sam Russell, left, from England, and Jager Martin from Germany, next to a monument unveite^ 
yesterday to honour their fellow fighters who died In the Spanish Civil War from 1336-39 Photograph: Sergjs Fterez/ReutBf 



St e p he n Vines 

Hong Kong 


Concern is l 
Home Office officials over the 
security of passports to be issued 
in Hong Kong next year which 
will provide visa-free access to 
Britain. 

These concerns are linked to 
a brewing scandal in the colony 
over the sudden resignation of 
Lawrence Leung, the former 
Director of Immigration who 
negotiated a deal with the Chi- 
nese authorities under which 
what will become known as the 
Hong Kong Special Adminis- 
trative Region (SAR) passport 
will be produced by Hong 
Kong’s largest pro-Peking pub- 
lishing and printing house. 

It had been thought that the 


printing contract would go to 
the De La Rue passport-print- 
ing plant in Dunstable, or pos- 
sibly to the former De La Rue 
bank note factory in Hong 
Kong, now owned by the. 
colony’s Monetary Authority. 

However, at the end of last 
year, Mr Leung travelled to 
Peking, where he readied an 


to be made fay the Hong Kong 
Commercial Safety mating 
Company, which has no previ- 
ous passport-making experi- 
ence. The concern centres not 
on the ability of the company to 
malcft international-standard 
passports, but on (faeteKf&SBv 
entity in their dis 
Tms is particular j 
for Britain, for no Lm i|y-jhsit 
announced dial £$k passport- 


holders would be given visa-ac- 
cess for a trial period of two 
years, but the Rneign Office has 
been actively encouraging oth- 
er countries to accept the doc- 
ument and provide equally 
relaxed entry rights to Hong 
snts. . • ■ 

lenJohn Major announ- 
ced the visa-free arrangements 
last March, he was met by a 
storm ofprotest from Conser- 
vative worried by an influx 

of Hong Kong readmits. Fears 
were also expressed over die ad- 
ministration of travel docu- 
ments issued by a Cbiuese- 

controlled govennnenL 

:’s;^o®SEumcnt 

icon* 



passports. However, the ad- 
ministration is severely embar- 
rassed fay suggestions that the 
new passport may get into the 
hands of persons who are not 
entitled to hold it. ' w . [ 

At least one Commonwealth 
coantry is understood to have 
made strong representations 
on this matter because it was led 
to believe that the new passports 
would be produced in die same 
way that existing Hong Kong 
travel documents are produced, 
and not by a company which is 
dosefy linked to China. 

Hong Kong legislators are 
poised to start an investigation 
into die Mr 

taker ^riy retirement,- {vhich 
camemt cL.fp ree.qveyihdit 


of ffie ' lather ihajHnfr custo m ary pe- 


row 


nod of 12 months. Using par- 
liamentary piwOege, some legis- 
lators have aired allegations 
abou t Mr Leung which have ap- 
peared in newspapers. 

He was well-known to have 
urrusualty good contacts with the 
Chinese authorities and was 
accused of passing information 
to them which would have dam- 
aged the security of disidents 
and members of the dvfl service 
who have secrctlyapplied for 
British citizenship. 

The Home Office said pro? 
dnetion of the passports was a 
matter for (he Hong Kong gov- 
ernment However, a spokes- 
woman said: “As far as securi- 
ty goes, the Britishunungratios 
services have the best record in 
the world for die detection of 
-fake travel documents.” i 


yet. another, vital, business, tc 
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The Internet the essential tool for arming your business. Linking to 
gives you a 24 hour means of communicating directly with custorrie&^& 
of exchanging Information, and of promoting yourcomp^Kro^ th^ 
help you every step of the way, from accessing e-ms*to creatinga 
company on the Internet For a free guide or more Information orr fr^Stemet,' 
BT Bmb^sscomtections on Freefone 0800 800 800 or 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


INTERNET 


FcmAk 0600 800966 wnaft 
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D jdyou see Total Recall <* the 

S Remembc r the 

plot of Robocop , or Blade Run- 

^^f^^ofourmostpopu- 

Kwna ^° n fflms ^ a 

corporate giant wfaopro^ 
*5® that mlcs the 

^ ri< ^ Bd ^se stories are generally 
mtended as reflections on the preset 
d^just as George OrwelTs 1984 was 
vmtten as a reflection of life in 1948. 
Orwell took the implications of “100 per 
cent Americanism” in the US (the ide- 
ology that led to McCarthyismV and 
Strfmism m the Soviet Union and 
raded np with Big Brother and die Mm- 
istry of Love. Were be to write today a 
book called 2069 to reflect life in 1996 

be might well choose to build a story of 

corporate rather than political power. 

Of course, weVe always known thaw, 
these fanta si es are just that overstated 
extensions of a trend towards big busi- 
ness power, but no real reflection of 
how life is lived. But hold on a minute: 
how close are we to corporate total- 
itarianism ? Som e might say it is closer 
than we thi nk . And events this week 
might provide them with at least a lit-, 
tie indicative evidence. 

The industrialised world at die end off 
the 20th century is often r ef e r red to as 
an era of deregulation, privatisation/ , 
globalisation, and - in theory as a result 
of these three things — growing compe- 
tition. But a quick glance at the merger 
now planned by British Te l ec om, the 


is watching you 


transadaa& alliance advocated by 
British Airways, aad the meaeonftfc 
growth dt tterhredi c om mnmriff io c s 
exopses of men snch as Rupert Murdoch 
andBjfl Gates, seems to 
fered story! ThcscpowccM«MpOmi£c 
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new international coogjonentes are 
emerging to deal with Awm 
But globalised companies need not 
necessarily mean national monopo- 
lies. BTs links with MG should not 
adBfectthefeael (or lack) of competition 
mttcRitiA fak op minatica t k asmar- 
fast at afl-Adrakted^ w hcii all the pfay- 
ctb arc big guys, it rs stnefe harder for 
: new euuepieuesrs to break into die 
game. However, so long as there are 
setter*! big gtobafoooipanies compet- 
ing in the British market to offer us 
phooe tines. Internet connections, tele- 
vision entertainment, and so on. then 
consumers should not suffer too much. 


have been sold for decides 
a wtp n y t h naojffa . 

local transactions, 

_ not global products 
goods controlled and 
r giants -whether 
London to New 
iconwe ra a iio ns b e twe en 
faxes sent from 
brays on tb 
•OdlWtoa-art 
canaof be any 

ti# 

caaot ooofine them within 
:. €£& or nationaHxadeis. Ho woodier tiwnthat 


While there is proper relation 
within countries* and a pprop ria te co- 
ordinatkmofreflii^^ 
countries, the awfatmarc of corporate 
tn ?»ly»ri«nrgn wg remain a Hofcwood 
n ^amm e.Bkboys may run the game, 
bat good remtioa AouM c n a at that 
the tittle dddrea art ptay too, and, with 
a bit of kick, keep oa Ac big bcnS? heels. 

Only, there k a catch. Makttimng 
com petiti on and protecting conremeis 
depends on active pwerament and 
astute p etit iriam Po B tic fa nr in many 
countries me obtiviow of both the 
oppQfTunities and the dangers, because 
they are unable to grapple with the 

rlnww j rfic imptiHtfiw y m ahjnmio pal 

deatmakhw. Tjo often, also, they are too 
mtiaridatea by the power of the com- 
immicatkire grants. Pleniy of pefitirians 
and political parties have always sat in 
die pockets of big vested business inter- 
eats. But with c myoti n g interests, am- 
petingpoUtkim, and a free press, the 
public can stS find out what is going on 
and vote corrupt culprits out But in the 
modem medfeage, m potiticiaat depend 
00 the co mp an i es that control the com- 
municatioQ network - and they are 
bdioiden mavny *at isahnost wgrece- 
dentod in democratic political history. 

The rofc of pjvernmetn and of good 
democratic paStirians is to defend the 
p^frrBUerestc^tinszoreiuhehrnngpri- 
v«e interests from 00 c side or another. 
The dangers of political totalitarianism, 
where politici an s use the state to con- 


trol countries in their own interest, 
seem remote to Western democracies 
these days. But we rclv on politicians to 
regulate the global market to protect us 
against corporate totalitarianism too - 
red it isn’t dear any more that they are 
able or willing to do so. Total Recall is 
still a daft tale — but a sensitive mind 
could be forgiven for reading it as an 
ominous warning. 

You have to be 
ruthless, Auntie 

T he BBC produced 2311 promises of 
good behaviour yesterday. Most 
were repeats. The corporation 
promises to be tasteful, decent, and 
impartial. It will curb violence and had 
language, even when those are neces- 
sary to interview politicians properly . 

John Birt, announcing these promises 
and principles, called his employers 
•the world's greatest cultural instmiriKt". 
The Whrld’s Greatest Cultural Institu- 
tion has spent more than £430.000 on 
this manifesto, which as well as 230 
promises contains five principles and 10 
pledges, dl expounded with the help of 
pinnacles of excellence ranging from 
Chris Evans to Wallace and Gromit. If 
the Labour Party can get its manifesto 
on the back of a credit card, surely the 
BBC can manage a little editing? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Why Africa 
doubts US 
peace plan 

Sir. As suggested in your leader of 
30 October, the Zaire-Burundi- 
Rwanda situation has dearly gone 
beyond the point where direct 
military intervention from outside 
would be either feasible or 
effective. 

In the longer run a peace force 
may weE, as you say, be the best - 
hope for Africa’s future but there 
are good reasons for African states, 
especially South Africa, to treat the 
American offer to backs Snb- 
Saharan “Crisis Response Fbrce" 
with caution. 

1 wasin Smith Afiic&diinng the r : 
recentviat by the US Secretary of ' 
State and had the opportunity to 
discuss the issue with key South 
Africans before the meetings with 
Warren Qmstophen 

Already there is a lendenqyop 
the part of the other states in the 

region to regard South Africa as 
potentially the United States’ . y. 
agenton the continent. For this 
and other reasons the country's 
leadership will resist the role of US 
sum^ate. 

.‘The suggestion that the US 
would fend a separate force - 

outside the authority of the LSp* 
while at the same time being m. _ 
arrears with its contributiomfWthe 
internati onal organisation, was not 
well received, espedaltym the light 
of America’s declared intention to 
veto Africa’s Candida te for the next 
term as UN Secretary-General, 
Boutros GhaK. 

Otherconcerns about active 
nrriK raiy participation in peace- 
keeping relate to South Africa’s., 
preparedness in military and 
financial terms for an indefinite or 
otherwis e- ill- defined commitment 
Fear of a^Vietnani-typc situation’ 1 
is now prerhapsmore of an issue 
than the preparedness of the 
recently integrated South African 
National Defence force (SANDF) 
for operations in politically 
senri tive situations sudt as Angola 
or Burundi 

Even so, the preference is for 
h umanitarian mad medical ._ 
assistance and technically .. 

specialised activities such as 
landmine clearance, which South -. 
Africa is particularly well equipped 
to do.. • : 

Because of the progressive and, 
necessary restrictions on South 
Africa’s defence budge?, the 
A merican proposal wasj ... 
financially tempting, but Soudi ;• 
Africa would cfeariyjprefer-. 
biroader-based OTp^oxt for V y v 
building on its own initiatives for 
conflict anticipation and 
prevention within the recentiy ^ 
formed Association of Southern:' 
African States (ASAS) and under ; 
the general authority of theUN- . ; 

In view of the compositton of 
ASAS membership, and the- ' * /■ 


immocwealth annies* there 
would be scope for collective 

ConmionwealthpaiiKjpation.. . r* 
Thishas been canvassed as a 
possibihiy in some South African. : 
quarters. , 

But faflirig or confined with.-.- 
that, there seems tobe areal ' 

opportimiiy for Britain, France and 

other states of the European Umon 
to develop a special relationship - 
with SufrSaharan Africa led by ■ 

South Africa, which conjdbe 
mumafly advantageousiu _ ... 
ec onomic as well as strat egic _ 

pe ace -miantaim ng ter ms. 

Fiofesior WUJUAM GUJTERIDGE 

Director, Research Insttotte 

for the Study of Conflict and . . - ?. 

Tbrorism 
London W1 



Clearing the air 
on fireworks 

Sin Things that go bang 
iineap ectedly canse disorientation 


and loss of judgement. This applies 
both tq the stun grenade and to 
cemnnent on matters related to 
fireworics (“Deregulation blamed 
far Chinese-made perfl", 5 
November). 

As a result of a couple of receBt 


invrihdng fireworks, cries 
aregoing np for more control, but - 
redson is being cast to the winds 
and umelated subjects are being 
ajnfijsed. • . ■. 

. It has been announced that the 
two fireworks involved were made 
in China, and time their 
nnportatiohshonldtherefore.be .. 
ihore controlled. There are two 
rational arguments for. more 
ocmtrol of such imports: the first is 
'that the Chinese tend to . 

Incorporate pyrotechnic 


to te dangerously 

rcriri ye by BntSdi standards 
ndtably.tbe admixture of 
"" lies and su^hur) and the 
d is that their relative 
represents • 
ble cepipetition to_. 
manufacturers. ■ | ■ - 

Government’s decision to . 

the importation of 
httbeenheld 
forthe manketingof 
Chinese fireworks whidi may 

*' ' to 



other hand, the fireworics. 

the fatalities were 


mortar shells. These are fired at a 
stech'kmde from barrels, usually 


betweeothree andei^t-mcn bore. 


The integral propellant charge, 
cons i st in g of enough gunpowder to 
lift them a few hundred feet into 
the air before they burst, is ignited 
by a fuse extending out of the 
muzzle, where it can be ignited by 
hand or by remote electrical 
means. There is nothing 

Chinese about such 


Now, in the spiril of the 
present movement to ban 
firearms, there will no . doubt be 
unjustifiable demands for 
firework mortar shells being 
banned too: it might more 
reasonably be argued that the use 
of such fireworks should be 
restricted to people with a 
modicum of training in their use. 

There a, however, abxtiutetym 
justification m demonising 
Chinese-made fireworks because 
some&ody places face in front 

of a gun barrel when it is about to 

DrSIDNEV ALFORD 
WiMdre 


Dylan no match 
for his wife 


Thomas was “horritT to his 

fetter, 5 Noveanber). Maybe he 
was sometimes, but Caitl m Thomas 
could be just as horrid bade. When 
it came to a physical fight, she 
always won. In fact they loved each 
other deeply and their real fight 

was against poverty. . 

ADRIAN MrrOffiLL 
London NWS 


GPs forced to let 
down patients 

Sr As a general practitioner, I am 
always glad when debate about the 
future of the health service receives 
the prominence it should have, but 
the net effect of your most recent 
articles and correspondence is 
profoundly disheartening. 

Only seven years ago, general 
practice was a satis^mg and 
popular career choice for able 
doctors who valued its 
independence and its potential for 
personal patient care and the 
advocacy of individual needs. Now 
the profession is in crisis. We are 
expected to be dishonest brokers in 
an lmder-respnrced system which 
has lost aH sense of direction. 

The right-wing think-tanks that 
willed and produced this result have 
been replaced by bodies like the 
Institute for Public Policy Research 
and the Social Market Foundation, 
whose letters you have printed. 

At Ieast'the old right-wingers 
were honest about their intentions 
and pointed out that NHS funding 
from general taxation depressed 
health spending beneath the levels 
of other western societies. 

Unlike Stephen Pollard of the 
Social Market Foundation, they 
had a feint smattering of historical 
knowledge and knew that the 
Labour Party’s 19th-century roots 
lay in an awareness that friendly 
and mutual societies could never 
begin to tackle the basic needs of 
ryery individual for medical and 
social care, especially as such needs 
are inversely related to individual 


income, lb talk about the NHS’s 
problems as purely organisational, 
or to see NHSJprivaie-sector co- 
operation as the way forward, is 
fine if you accept that the devil is 
welcome to take the hindmost in 
our society. 

Unfortunately, these hindmost 
individuals- the elderly, the 
unemployed, the less able of all 
kinds - keep on coining to our 
surgeries. They all seem to have 
unrealistic expectations of what an 
advanced society at the end of the 
20th century should be able to 
provide. 

Operations? You’ll go on to the 
waiting list when it re-ppens next 
April, A handrail and bath aids for 
your elderly mother? Occupational 
therapy can't accept new referrals 
at present. Heart disease? No 
investigation possible until the end 
of next year. And so on. 

What unites these hindmost 
individuals^ with (heir bener-off 
fellow patients is anger and 
bafflement that a system they 
believe in can let them down when 
they most need it. And this for lack 
of money, which they would gladly 
pay if they knew that it would he 
spent on the health service. 

Given that no political party has 
the courage or the honesty to 
support the best option- increased 
redistributive general taxation - 
hypothecated health tax must be 
the onjy answer. Ora final 
abandonment of the whole notion 
that society should look after its ill 
people on an equitable basis. 

Dr RICHARD LEHMAN 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 


Rbst letter s to Letters to ihe Editor, and Include a daytime telephone number. 

. - . /he 0171-293 2056; e-mail- iehers@independeni.co.uk). 

E-matt correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited far length and clarity. 


Bigger turbines 
a desecration 

Sin Trida Allen of Friends of the 
Earth, (Letters. 1 November) 
“corrects" ary figure of 40.000 wind 
turbines, which originates from the 
Department of Industry’s 
Renewable Energy Advisory 
Group. Reducing the number to 
10.000 demands huge machines, 
each g e n era tin g more than one 
megawatt and over 200 feet high. 

Ludicrously she compares these 
urines with the windmills which 
once adorned our countryside. Mill 
sails rarely exceeded 80 feet in 
diameter and (he total heighL of the 
structure was little more than this. 
Almost without exception they 
were in die lowlands. 

The turbines wouU be in the 
uplands, on hill summits and 
plateaux, their 150ft aerofoils 
raised on concrete rowers. 

Look at the 103 flickering 
cnjrifbtions of Llandinam. imagine 
them twice as targe. Ms Allen 
invites 100 such desecrations of the 
western uplands for a saving of C02 
emission which could be matched 
within a year by an organised 
programme of energy conservation. 
JOHN ETHERZNGTON 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire 


Sizzling Sixties? 

Sir. Stephen MagQl’s interpretation 
of the women’s hall of residence, 
which contained 80 bedrooms all 
without locks, may be naive (letter, 
S November). Since hwas built in 
1968. it may not represent a golden 
age of crime-free Britain so much 
as the Summer of Love. 

LIZ GOLDING 
Orwell Cambridgeshire 


Three cheers 
for Clinton 

j Sin Far from coding the American 
1 century with a whimper (leading 
article] 4 November), a Clinton 
victory signals an exciting time for 
the centre-left across the 
industrialised world 

By bringing the budget deficit 
under control, Mr Clinton has 
shown that the centre-left can be 
trusted with a modem economy. 
During Mr Clinton’s years in the 
White House, more than 10 million 
jobs have been created, business 
investment has grown rapidly, the 
growth rate has outstripped that of 
the Reagan and Bush years and 
interest rates have fallen. 

Real disposable incomes rose fay 
4.9 per cent in the third quarter of 
this year while employment costs 
remain subdued. Mr Clinton has 
achieved that which has eluded 
Conservatives in both the United 
States and the United Kingdom - 
an investment-led recovery. 

Yet the significance of a Gin ton 
victory is in the battle of ideas. 
Monetarism has been put to sleep. 
Active government has won. 
Progressive policies such as the 
Earned Income Tax Credit, the 
school-to-work scheme and the 
raising of the minimum wage have 
helped ordinary Americans into 
work with decent wages. 

Mr Clint on has proved that by 
giving people the tools to succeed in 
a fast-changing world economy, 
government does have a positive and 
active role in society. And that is of 
importance to the progressive cause 
around the world. Three cheers, not 
whimpers, for Mr Clinton. 
DAVID-JOHN COLLINS 
Groombridge, Kern 


‘Missing’ MPs 
were paired 

Sin Folly Toynbee's conspiracy 
theory about the '‘mysterious 
absence" of two Labour MPs for a 
crucial vote on the recent 
Broadcasting Bill makes interesting 
reading (“Will Parliament resist 
Rupert’s grip?" 4 November). 
However, as one of the “absent” 
MPs, 1 have to disappoint her. 

Had she had the courtesy to 
chcd: with me, she would have 
discovered that 1 was in 
Luxembourg with the Public 
| Accounts Committee investigating 
European Fraud and that I was 
paired with Conservative MP Nick 
Hawkins. The other Labour MP 
i was abo paired, attending to 
legitimate parliamentary business. 
My imdcistanding is that the only 
i opposition MP absent for the vote 
! without a pair was the Liberal 
’ Democrat. 

ANGELA EAGLE, MP 
(Wallasey, Lab) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 


Unfair on fares 

Sin With reference to Matthew’ 
Nimmo’s letter on benefit rules (29 
October), last year l was 
unemployed and claiming benefit. I 
registered with an agency for casual 
labouring work and worked for two 
or three days a week. 1 was paid £25 
a day for my work and spent £6 a 
day on travelling expenses. 

When I told the benefit office, 
they promptly deducted that amount 
from my benefit but made no 
allowance for my (documented) 
travelling expenses. This meant I lost 
£6 from my weekly income for each 
day 1 worked. What price honesty? 
KEVIN PETTY 
Middlesex University 
London N1 7 
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bored above all for h» second 
tens decision to "engage" 

Moscow— apoGcywhith \2ti- 

niately ledtotbeeo&apsc of the 

Soviet Union* 

But firm predictions- are 
impossible. The fractured. 


Cold war era does not lend 
itsdftogrand design* white the 
Clinton mettle has not yet been 
tested by a hot war. Aad if the 
occupant of the White House 
does not change, his foreign 
policy team probably witf. The 
Secretary of State, Wfcrren 
Christopher, the Defense Sec- 
retary, WQIiaru Perry and the 
National Security Adviser, 
Anthony Lake, may all shortly 
leave the administration. ’ 
Then there are the scandals. 
If 1996 has a parallel, it is less 
Reagan 1984 than Nixon 1972, 
when an incumbent’s massive 
victorywas followed within two 
years by resignation and dis- 
grace. By no stretch of the 
imagination is Whitewater 


deal 


another Watergate, but assum- 
ing the Republicans ding to 
even one chamber of Congress, 
then old land deals in Arkansas, 
improper purloining of FBI 
files, cronyism at the While 
House travel office, and now 
the squalid saga of foreign 
financial contributions to 
Democratic party coffers, are 
enough to keep half a dozen 
congressional committees in 
business for years. 

Before yesterday, the Repub- 
licans were vowing no let-up, 
and Ross Perot was even warn- 
ing that the President would 
face criminal charges, and 
should have resigned already to 
spare his country further agony. 
Perhaps the investigative 
ardour will slacken now that the 
election is past But for the 
White House, the Chinese 
water torture of revelation and 
inquiry will continue, from 
wmch only defence attorneys 
w91 e m erge the richer. 

The adfcmistratjon may dis- 
miss events on Capitol Hill as 
a partisan witch-hunt. Far 
harder to brush off are the 
labours of the special prosecu- 
tor Kenneth Starr, who has 
already secured convictions 
against several Clinton business 
assodateslrr little Rock. Stair 
says he is ugalring “substantial 
progress” in ffis investigations, 
which might conceivably lead to 
an indictment 6f Hillary Clin- 
ton for perjury and concealing 
evidence before a grand jury. 




Unlike the last 
Democrat to 
be re-elected, 
Franklin D 
Roosevelt, 

Bill Clinton 
is mediocre, 
insincere and 
irresolute He’s 
not even a 
liberal: there’ll 
be no New 
Deal in his 
second term. 
But America 
doesn’t seem to 
be grumbling 
says Rupert 
Cornwell 


S o, it seems. Bill Clin- 
ton has climbed his 
last mountain. For the 
first time since Roose- 
velt, 60 years ago, a 
Democrat has been re-elected 
to the White House. For many 
Americans, it has been a 
slightly queasy experience. 
Thus tar, the man they are 
returning to power has been no 
FDR, but a mediocre Presi- 
dent, who on occasion is uplift- 
ing and purposeful, but often 
insincere, opportunistic, and 
irresolute. 

Always he is dogged by scan- 
dal. No President, not even 
Richard Nixon, has been so 
semtinised and psychoanalyse^ 
but despite a score of Clmton 
books, not to mention a best- 
selling novel, the 42nd Presi- 
dent remains an enigma, ever 
capable of reinvention. Is he a 
liberal, a centrist, a pragmatist 
without prindple - or all three? 

The conservative talk-radio 
hosts, who hate him, have no 
doubt that a Clinton liberated 
from the need to win elections 
will metamorphose back into 
the liberal they insist he has 
been all along. Almost cer- 
tainly. they are wrong. The rea- 
sons are three, two practical 
and one personal. 

Whichever party controls 
Capitol Hill mil probably do so 
by a slender margin. If the 
Republicans retain a majority in 
both Senate and House (which 
seems probable), then a Demo- 
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era tic President and a hostile 
Congress will be forced to do 
business - as they have done. 


viction of Bob Dole’s finance 
vice-chairman for money laun- 
dering, Democrats and Repub- 
licans might just cleanse the 
Augean stable of campaign 


for the past six months. The 
fruits include welfare reform, a 
sweeping telecommunications 
Bill and a modest extension of 
healthcare coverage. 

In the best of all worlds, that 
co-operation would broaden 
into a bipartisan deal to rein in 
Medicare and Medicaid, whose 
projected runaway future 
growth has been the great un- 
mentioned of Campaign ’96. 
These past few weeks, Clinton 
has made much of the fact that 
during his term the deficit has 
shrunk from $29Gbn to $107bn. 
What he did not say was that, 
barring a deal on the two fed- 
eral entitlement programmes, 
the deficit will start to climb 
uncontrollably from 1997. And 
who knows: respectively 
shamed by the Indonesian/- 
Tahvanese follies and the con- 


financing. But, as they say in 
these parts, don't bet the ranch 
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these parts, don't bet the ranch 
on it 

But even the return of a 
Democratic Congress should 
not greatly scare the talk-show 
brigade. Any Democratic maj- 
ority, in either chamber, will be 
tiny. In both House and Senate, 
the balance of power is likely to 
lie in the centre, among con- 
servative Democrats and mod- 
erate Republicans. 

Second, do not underesti- 
mate the restraining force of A1 
Core, the counsellor to whom. 
Clinton listens most and the 
most influential Vice-President 
of modern times. Mr Gore is no 
liberal; and. more important, 
bas every intention of dropping 
the “Vice" from his job descrip- 
tion come 2001. That ambition 
would be wrecked were din- 
ton, whom he has served with 
unflinching loyalty, were to 
embark on a liberal binge. 

Third, there is Clinton him- 
self. At the tender age of 50, he 
is already in the glowing late 
afternoon of a political career, 
a moment when statesmen pon- 
der their place in histoiy. The 
America entering the new mil- 
lennium is if anything more 
conservative than the one he 
took over in 1992. Clinton 
wants to be remembered as the 
symbol of bis era. He is also a 
man who craves affection, who 
prefers to swim with tides 


rather than, Thatcher-like, fight 
his way upstream. 

Hence the relentless cen- 
trist of the past two years, who 
from the healthcare reform 
d£bficle of 1994 has learnt 
where “liberal” interventionist 
hubris can lead. From the 
wreckage emerged the man 
who stole every popular 
Republican policy in sight, to 
the point of signin g a Bill that 
jettisoned the federal welfare 
guarantee dating back to 
Franklin Roosevelt and the 
New Deal - before vowing, in 
the Clinton tradition of seek- 
ing to have it both ways, to cor- 
rect the measure's cruellest 
excesses in a second term. 

For the rest, a few dues may 
be gleaned from his standard 
campaign speech. He win seek 
modest tax cuts, to help people 
to send their children to uni- 
versity, and buy their first home. 
There will be incentives for 
companies to take on workers 
previously on welfare; perhaps 
a small further measure of gun 
control; sundry small “pro-fam- 
ily” measures. 

As always, the rhetoric soars: 
but look closely into the glis- 
tening torrent of words, and for 
solid proposals you will find 
only minnows. As he pro- 
claimed in his State of the 
Union speech last January, 
“The era of big government is 
over ” We should not expect a 
burst of legislation. like the 
one initiated by FDR in 1933 - 
the famous “hundred days” 
that culminated in the New 
Deal, which brought political 


stability to the entire industrial- 
capitalist system. 

StiD, Chnton the policy freak 
must fill the void; hence the 
enthusing on the campaign 
about research into cancer 
genes and severed spinal cords, 
and a computer under devel- 
opment by the US Government 
and IBM which “tan do more 
calculations in one second than 
you can do on your handheld 
calculator in 30,000 years.” It 
was vintage Chiton, futuristic 
and inspirational, but ultimately 
signify ing next to nothing. For 
Ronald Reagan’s ill-defined 
“shining dty on a hflT, read the 
present incumbent’s “Bridge to 
the 21st century”. 


B ut then again Bill 
Clinton, with all his 
imperfections, is a 
mao of his time. He 
leads an America at 
relative peace with itself and the 
rest of the world, an America of 
diminis hed fears but also of. 
diminis hed expectations - not 
least regarding the presidency. 
Obscured ty foe posturing and 
promises of both candidates is 
the fact that an American Pres- 
ident has far less power in the 
domestic arena than a French 
President, a British Prime Min- 
ister or a German Chancellor. 
He can blow up the world, but 
he cannot set interest rates or 
impose a budget; least of all can 
he feud off the recession that 
one day will end what is now the 
third longest US recovery ance 
fee Second 'World War. Since 
1991, the economic cycle might 


have been scripted by the Gm- 
ton/Gcre campaign. Sooner or 
later it wffl turn ^inst him, fiir- 
ther impeding hia room- for 
manoeuvre. 

SmaU wonder, then, that sec- 
ond terms generally disappoint 
His last election behind him, a 
President can take chances he 
Otherwise might not More 
often, a combination of exhaus- 
tion and arrogadee take their 
tolL Within a couple of years, 
mid-teim elections usually pro- 
duce congressional losses for 
the party that controls the 
White House and weaken die 
President’s authority. By that 
point the lame duck has' 
become a virtual dead dude. 

And look not for sweeping 
initiatives in foreign fields, the 
preferred theatre of second- 
term Presidents. The mam one 


Separately, die Supreme Court 
wifi shortly rule whether the 


has probably already been 
vouchsafed: his campaign 


vouchsafed: his campaign 
pledge that by 1999 Nato wiD 
have been enlarged, whatever 
the objections of the Russians. 
It is now an open secret that, 
contrary to previous assurances, 
some American troops will stay 
on in Bosnia into 1997. With 
the election over, Clinton may 
consent to a compromise over 
the tenure of Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali at the UN: maybe, now 
that the Jewish lobby need no 


longer be placated, he will get 
tough with Benjamin Netan- 


yahu. He may aspire to be a 
peacemaker, but his greatest 
legacy would be a durable 
framework for relations with 
China, just as Ronald Reagan 
the former red-baiter is remem- 


wifl shortly rule whether the 
sexual harassment suit brought 
against Clinton by the former 
Arkansas state employee Paula 
Jones may go ahead before he 
leaves office. If it does, then the 
tabloidisation of the presidency 
will be complete. 

Hence the vague yet wide- 
spread queasiness, which does 
not need a Ross Perot to artic- 
ulate it Clinton's entire career 
has been a continuing cyde of 
success, disaster and recovery. 
Indeed this hugely talented, 
yet hugely flawed child of the 
late 20th century seems unable 
to exist without adversity. If the 
pattern holds, he is now due for 
a faD - and a big one. 

On the Edge was the title of 
one of the best of the books 
about the Clinton first term. If 
he remains halfway true to 
himself, then his second will be 
more of the same. 


Whf 




I’ll be in Fiji, hiding from the 21st century 



Miles 

Kington 


I am very glad to welcome 
bade the well-known 

modem historian 
Professor Norman Hunter- 
Gatherer; who has agreed to 
answer all your questions 
about the modern condition. 
AB yours. Prof! 
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1 am veiy interested in the 
approaching furore about the 
millennium. Professor. It is 
being treated as if it were 
somehow a great turning- 
point, yet all that is going to 
happen is that the number of 
the year is going to change, 
which happens every year 
anyway. The fact that all the 


digits are going to change 
instead of the usual one or 
two is not really relevant, any 
more than it is significant 
when oar car’s mneometer 
goes from 99,999 to 100,000. 

And yet we are spending 

millions of pounds on tins 
notional change! People are 
already booking hotels on the 
tip of New Zealand so they 
can be die first to greet the 
new century! Isn’t this all 
rather ridiculous, especially 
as in many non-Chnstian 
parts of the world, where 
they measure the passing of 
the years differently, it may 
not be the Tnfllennhim at all! 

I don't know how the Jews or 
Muslims measure the passage 
of time, but if might weD be - 
the year -2397 or something to . 
them. The world of Islam 
won’t be very interested in 
the year 2000 if it isn't the 
year 2000, wOl they? 

Professor Hunter-Gatherer 
writes : You have a good point - 
there. 

On the other band, the 
world of Islam, especially its 
more militant wing, may well 
take advantage of our 
millennium. I tell you, if 1 
were a militant Muslim, I 
would say to myself that the 
day of the MiDennium would 
be a very good day to invade 


Christendom! The one day . 
in a thousand years when 
everyone is off-duty - when 
everyone in the Christian 
world is either celebrating or 
recovering from a hangover, 
or sitting at home wardring 
the party on TVl The world, 
of Islam could' just walk In 
and take over! Don’t you 

think SO? 

Professor Hunter-Gatherer 
writes: It's certainty a thought. 

Though I suppose you 
have to remember that the 
miiianninm, whenever it 

starts and ends, will start and 
end at midnight, which is not 
the best possible time for an 
invasion by anyone. Can you 
imagine a military operation 
timed to start at midnight? It 
sounds doomed to me. 

In any case, surely this 
mHlennhim changeover is 
only another version of New 
Year’s Eve on a bigger scale; 
New Year’s Eve writ large? . 
As such, the prospect is 
horrendous. We allknow . 
what New Year’s Eve is like: 
crowds of riotous young 
people being rick and 
splashing about in the water 
in Trafalgar Square. Would 
anyone in his right min d 
invade right then? And have 
to dear up the mess? 

Professor Hunter- Gatherer 


writes: No, possibly not - 
In any case, the way things 
are going, a lot of us are not 
going to be looking forward 
to the next century. We don’t 
see much cause for cele- 
bration, and are not inclined 
to believe very much in 
progress. We won’t be 


our fingers crossed. We 
won’t be booking hotel 
bedrooms in New 7>a)«nd 
so that we can be the first in 
the next century - more 
likely we win be booking 
bedrooms in Fiji or 
somewhere just the other 
side of the International 
Date line so that we can be 
the last people on earth still 
to be in the old 20th century! 
Makes sense, doesn’t it? 

Professor Hunter-Gatherer 

writes r J can see your point. 

Talking about norialgia, as 
we come up to Remem- 
brance Day, poppies are yet 
again being sold for us to 
wear on tins day ~ except to 
those of us who had the 
foresight to keep our 
poppies safe from last year! 

- and it strikes me not for 
the first time what a mixed 
message this sends out In a 
military context poppies 
convey gratitude and 
heroism. But alien it comes 


to the drug problem, the 
same flower represents r uin . 
and degradation. It must be 
unusual to find the same 
thii^ representing totally 
opposite qualities! The only 
other example I can think of 
is of the way a bald shaven 
head has sinister, even 
criminal, overtones in the 
West, but signifies a monk in 
the East, and therefore quite 
the opposite. 

Professor Gather-Huniera- 
writes: K s, an interesting 
observation. Fd never thought 
of that. 

Hold on — this question 
and answer col umn strikes 
me as a total con! All the ", 
“formation is coining from • 
the readers! The old Pro- 
fessor is not contributing 
anything! He seems happy 
just to nod automaticaQy 
when anyone says anything] 

Is he drunk? Is he on drugs? 
JSthK what they can a Post- 
Modernist advice column, or 
what? 

Professor HunterGathavr 
writes: You may be nearer the 
truth than you think. 


^fcssor Banter-Gatherer 

be back soon with more 
enlightenment on the way we 
live mm Keep those 
tprestions rolling! 
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the commentators 


Message for our 
leaders: ignore 
Clinton’s America 


The cost of being 
Europe’s squaddies 


T ony Blair is our Bill Clin- 
ton. He is young, tele- 
genic and very bright, 
and takes no prisoners. He is a 
brilliant politician of tbe 
centre- left who has come to a 
happy accommodation with 
much of the mainstream con- 
servative agenda. He is, like 
Clinton, a child of the Sixties, 
who prefers jeans, wears his 
hair slightly long, listens to 
rock musk. But, like Clinton, 
he has turned his back on some . 

of that decade's legacy: he is Jxttl 

pro-family, pious, stem on law a* 

and order, he makes austere 
noises about welfare reform. 

John Major, by contrast, is # 

our ... BUI Clinton. He is the jV/Tgif 
incumbent leader, repeatedly J 

written off by wiseacre jourri- Dlnj ■» 

a lists. His administration has Ul£U_l 
tacked, and has suffered from 
what we here call “sleaze" and S1H11.L 
the Americans, in a different -i 

context, call “the character Wlti 

question". But like Clinton, 

Major is a superb campaigner CyllHTX 
and comeback merchant who 
knows that it is always, at root, tllGV 1 
die economy. like Clinton, he 1 

has been delivering economic Iaov 

recovery. lcdl 

So which is it? Will the real -i 
British Bill please stand up? 16SS0I] 
Let's admit that these Ailanuc- 
abolishing parallels are a game: 9, J1 

the United States is a very dif- 
ferent country, whose polit- CSXflQc 
icians play by other rules. The * 

politics of Washington move in TYlslf 

an asymmetric rhythm from illCU. 

that of the politics of London. 

But there is enough common 

daylight in British and American politics for 

the Clinton question to be an illuminating one. 

And the answer, of course, is that Blair 
seems more like Clinton than the Prime Min- 
ster does; for to be “like" Clinton in 1996 is 
to be. above all, someone with the gloss and 
confidence of a winner. Had John Major been 
confronting a Labour Bob Dole - an unpop- 
ular, older politician - then perhaps he would 
seem Climonesquc. But he isn't, and doesn't. 

Yet the Clinton comparison is one which 
Blair, if he is wise, will flinch from, and not ortiv 
because it implies a weakness for trouser- 
dropping. Consider when Gin ton is so reg- 
ularly, almost universally, described os a 
brilliant politician, what does this mean? Does 
it mean that he has changed American society? 
Not a whit. He has presided. literally, over a 
nation driv en by globalised corporations, by the 
barons of the hew technologies and by swift, 
sometimes fracturing social change, but little 
louebed by tbe doings of the White House. 

This recovery is not "his", in the sense that 
America’s recovery from the Depression was 
buUt and directed by the Roosevelt adminis- 
trations. The country has entered these milder 
waters during Ginton's genial, loose-tillered 
watch, and this has hugely’ helped him, keep- 
ing the electorate in relatively forgiving mood; 
but the growth, employment and inflation 
record has essentially been accomplished by 
American business and by the Fed. 

Where, then, is his brilliance? It exists; but 
it is a technical thing. People talk of the Pres- 
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Major and 
Blair have 
similarities 
with Bill 
Clinton. But 
they should 
learn no 
lessons from 
a mere 
campaigning 
machine 


ident's phenomenal memory 
for names and his charismatic 
flesh-pressing; his instinct for 
dominating a room, for doing 
a deal, for scenting trouble. 
Hardened journalists are awe- 
struck by his energy and 
resilience, by the enthusiasm 
for campaigning. People talk of 
the “political animal ". That’s 
Clinton - instinctive, with spe- 
cial eyes, hands, nostrils and 
teeth - built for winning votes, 
as Tyson is built for hitting 
102 0 people. 

As ideology and savage pollt- 
'• ical argument have gone out of 

fashion, then this animal skill 
has come to be rated ever 
• and higher. But for any politician 
who aspires to be radical or 
IlflVP progressive, ibere is a crap here; 

lid vc a politicaJ-animal-trap. 

■j_’ c It works because the second- 

i ILicfa order, technical expertise so 

m admired in modem politics, 

and so exemplified by Ginton, 
_ does not move great masses of 

1. Blit voters. They know that big 

reforms come from aigument- 
ilOllld stive and brave leaders, and 

uuuiu cause pain, and make enemies. 

1 nn So, as the political class gazes 

* admiringly at the latest gutler- 

, ing example of a great cam- 

> lx Om paigner or a great party- 

manager at work, the rest of the 
31 *0 world turns quietly away. Look 

„ at the pathetic voter turn-out 

PTHtlpr achieved in yesterday’s election 

o & in America; or the worryingJy 
11 TIP low rates registration and 

miC intention to vote among 

younger adults here. A decade 
or so more of this and the 
essential base of centre-leftish voting -the very 
mechanism on which Ginton and Blair depend 
- will have been eaten away. 

In the end, if progressive politicians don’t 
progress, preferring instead to follow the 
dominant conservative ideology of the day, 
then conservatives can only win. It maybe infu- 
riating for Republican or Tory activists to see 
cherished ideas being implemented by their 
political enemies; but why should conservative 
raters wony? 

It is not, it seems, too late for Ginton. With 
the freedom of a second term, he could 
deliver at least some of the promises of his earl- 
iest national campaigning. 

And, obviously, it is not too late for Tony 
Blair. If he wins in May, his real career in pol- 
itics lies mainly ahead of him: all his essential 
choices on welfare, tax. political reform. 
Europe, the environment are as yet unmad e 
and can be taken, if he chooses, in a progres- 
sive. self-certain spirit - there will be no 
Republican Congress to fret abouL 
It isn't surprising that Blair is relaxed this 
morning about the Clinton parallel - who 
wouldn’t want to be tainted by awesome elec- 
toral success? Yet the idea that he should, in 
power, lake lessons from the first Clinton 
administration is a dire one. In office, Clin- 
tonism suggests not the brilliance of the cam- 
paign trail, but an ungainly political dance to 
somebody else s tune. So: Tony Blair - Britain’s 
Bill Clinton? No thanks. 


W ho do we think 
we are? We 
strut our stuff 
on the world 
stage, puffed up 
with imperial dreams way 
beyond our means -all fur coat 
and no knickers. We are buying 
more Euro fighters than anyone 
else so we can flash around the 
skies like some pimp cruising 
through a bombed-out neigh- 
bourhood in a white Jag. Wc 
have ordered 386 new Chal- 
lenger tanks and 64 EH 10 1 bat- 
tle helioqptexs. TO are hardware 
addicts on a wild spending spree. 

The public spending round is 
upon us. Tbe little performance 
with the Health Secretary, 
Stephen Dorrell, and his (too 
few) extra millions for the NHS 
is a phoney show designed to 
reassure us that money will go 
where it is needed. But what 
about the billions spent where 
it is no longer needed? 

Britain together with France 
spends far more than the rest of 
Europe on defence - 3.1 per 
cent of our GNP. (We spend the 
same as France because we are 
locked into an absurd aims race 
with them.) Germany and Bel- 
gium spend only 1.7 per cent; 
Spain spends 1.5 per cent. We 
have do treaty obligations to 
make us contribute more to 
Nato or European defence than 
Germany, so we could halve our 
spending if we chose. We cur- 
rently spend £22bn. Think bow 
much we could put right with 
another £11 bn a year to spend 
on education and social projects. 

We are not a rich country. 
We rank only 20th in the world, 
with most of Europe ahead of 
us in the league tables of per 
capita GDP. Why do we spend 
so much on defence, what do 
we get for it, and who is the 
enemy, anyway? 

Tbe Eurofighter is a beauti- 
ful thing. This we know because 
of the purple prose that drips 
from the boys’ pens. One elo- 
quent profile of tbe plane reads: 
“The plot with helmet-mounted 
sights and voice-operated wea- 
pons selection wul be able to 
shoot down enemy aircraft by 
doing little more than looking at 
them and wishing his missil es 
happy hunting. The computer 
has a woman’s soft voice which 
keeps the pilot informed about 
the condition of the aircraft 
(remaining fuel, etc) and rises to 
an urgent timbre when tbe blip 
of an enemy appears on her 
radar ... Four computers hold it 
steady and interpret the pilot's 
tiny finger movements on the 
joystick." This is the ultimate 
Biggies dream machine, fuelled 
by national testosterone. 

We - you and I - are buying 
232 of these. Estimates suggest 


by Polly Toynbee 
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This is the ultimate Biggies 
dream machine, fuelled by 
national testosterone. We - you 
and I - are buying 232 for £ 16 bn 


that they will cost some £16bn, 
but the cost is notionaL It will 
multiply again and again, as 
defence contracts do. At the 
present attrition rate, some eight 
of them will crash a year in train- 
ing. But it wiD enable Britain to 
mount a full-scale war. Hurrah! 

The plane was first thought 
of in 1979 at tbe height of the 
Cold War to engage with Rus- 
sian MiGs over Europe. It was 
designed for dog-fights and 
assaults on attacking bombers. 
No one expects bombers over 
Britain now. Airy attack would 
be with missiles. 

For what war will these little 


beauties be needed? TOrs now 
are e x p ected to be of the Bos- 
nian or Rwandan variety. Our 
strategy is about peacekeeping 
around the world. The mon- 
strous great Challenger 2 tanks 
we have ordered, at a (purely 
notional) £l.lbn, will be no use 
for that kind of war- too wide, 
slow and heavy for narrow 
streets or long distances. Then 
there is the £l-5bn (or pick any 
sum you like) for the EH101 
helicopters. Ah, yes, and the Tri- 
dent nuclear submarines, still 
costing us some £lbn a year. 

Why do we need all this? 
One of the worst reasons is 


jobs. Michael PortiDo says that 
the Eurofighter will bring 
14,000 jobs. At a very conserv- 
ative estimate, that is £lm per 
job. £lm! Think of the jobs you 
could create with government 
money in health, education, 
training, welfare and social ser- 
vices. This is a job creation of 
the madhouse. 

There is the high-tech argu- 
ment. But these days military 
electronics steals from the civil- 
ian world. They spin-in the 
technology of others. The spin- 
off is minimal. 

Why do we really need all 
this? It keeps us at the top table 


of world-class warriors. Our 
nuclear arms and strike forces 
ensure our UN security coun- 
cil seat Here, the argument 
becomes circular. Why do we 
want to sit on the security coun- 
cil, anyway? Why do we want to 
punch so much more than our 
weight in the world? Why can’t 
we be satisfied with the fire- 
power of Belgium? Here the 
experts shrug, bemused by the 
question. National grandeur, 
said one. Our own self-image 
and pride, said another. 

We do have moral obliga- 
tions. We have a duty to con- 
tribute fairly, according to our 
means, to international peace- 
keeping. Are we loved and 
admired around the world 
because of our extra fire- 
power? No, we are not loved at 
all; least of all in the EU, where 
we contribute so much more 
than the rest. We are the squad- 
dies of Europe. Our preten- 
tions are snickered at by other 
nations who see through our 
gilded armour-plating to the 
chaotic state of much of society 
behind the front line. 

Who are our real enemies? 
They are all within. We may be 
armed to the teeth, but not 
against the enemies people 
most fear. Crime has come to 
symbolise a sickness eating away 
at the social core. The enemy is 
not some Red Baron in the 
skies, but small boys from cat- 
astrophic, poor families, out of 
control, on drugs, growing up 
without help, for lade of invest- 
ment in social programmes. 
They wreak havoc in schools 
and fetch up in prison whQe 
their teenage sisters give birth 
to more like them. These are 
the fruits of a neglected under- 
class. Much can be done about 
it with money wisely spent. 
Ignorance, poverty and crime 
are our real enemies. 

So what would Labour do in 
power? They will hold a 
defence review that will try to 
make sense of our muddled 
military objectives. Maybe they 
will have the guts to make 
swingeing cuts, but if so, we are 
not likely to hear about it until 
after the election. 

If generals are always fighting 
the last war, then politicians are 
always fighting the last elec- 
tion. Scorched into Labour 
memory is the damage that uni- 
lateral disarmament did, tar- 
ring them as fellow travellers in 
the Cold TOr. But those days 
have gone. Dedaring the peace 
dividend would make Labour's 
best soda! aspirations suddenly 
look creative and credible. If 
read-my-lips-no-new-taxes is to 
remain the rule, then a promise 
to release money from the mad 
defence budget would win votes. 


White mischief 


Fatherhood meets the mother of all fantasists. By John Lyttle 

M ichael Jackson To Have cnee regarding celebrity and bchav- 15 years (despite his brother-in-1 
Child. So what else is new? iour are simply suspended: perhaps stepping in to call the expect 
the i.vniciil will doubtless sa\ it no longer matters cxaetlv what mother “a liar", and her claii 


Reasons to go 
off your trolley 


M ichael Jackson To Have 
Child. So what else is new? 
the cynical will doubtless say 
- and le: us he frank, where Michael 
Jackson is concerned, we may all 
have become cynics, stunned 
observers a: a sick media circus that 
never ends, such is the ringmaster's 
talent for constant re-intention. 

We are, after all. 
talking about a poor 
Mack boy who “grew 
up" to become a rich 
white woman, the vic- 
. tim of a strange skin 
) • condition that has not 
{ «V only rendered him 
nalc and uninteresting 
but caused his nose to 
narrow, chin to dimple 
and cheekbones to 
sharpen, the Jehovah's 
Witness in love with 
tbe supernatural who 
swiftly, and secretly, 
wed a Scientologist 
(Lisa Marie Presley - 
that was the name of 
his latest flame) at the 
very moment accusa- 
tions of child sex abuse 
hit. And who juvi as 
quickly divorced when 
a multi-million-doUar 
settlement bought off 
further legal action 
from Jonh - Chandler 
and other* pre-pubes- 
cent accusers who 
threatened the in- 
ercasmgly purple reign 
of the seif-proclaimed 
r#)King of Pop. Jackson 
At was able to mooowalk away from the 
1 mess, career intact - the last three 
singles have sold in the millions - and 
now one has to ask if his defiance of 
the law. manipulation of public opin- 
ion and apparent ignorance of any 
jnontl considerations have carried 
. him beyond such dull categories as 
damage limitation to a gaudy place 
where the everyday frames of refer- 


ence regarding celebrity and behav- 
iour are simply suspended: perhaps 
it no longer matters exactly what 
Michael Jackson does, or who be 
does it do. just as long as he docs iL 
and the public has its popcorn and a 
clear view. 

So why not pay for the artificial 
insemination of a nurse (her 



siorv).have sex with a nurse for love 
(HlSturv) and break the news in 
time for the release of the latest song? 
Here's the plug: it's called Stranger in 
Moscow. Why not play up the “fact" 
- note: at this stage of the game there 
are no facts, merely multiple-choice 
rumours and grist to the mill - that 
Jackson is supposed to have known 
the lady concerned. Debbie Rowe, for 


15 years (despite his brother-in-law 
stepping in to call the expectant 
mother “a liar", and her claims, 
“complete nonsense”)? Why not 
breeze past the news that the child is 
to be placed in the gloved hands of a 
masked man happy to adopt Guist- 
like poses at award ceremonies (and 
whose latest celluloid project is tbe 
barely constrained 
metaphor of Ghosts, a 
35-nunute horror film 
about a shape-shifting 
spook reviled by adults 
but loved by the adoring 
tots who know “He did- 
n’t do anything wrong. 
He's not a monster.")? 

Fantasy and father- 
hood. One suspects that 
Michael Jackson either 
sees them as a PR pincer 
movement or worse, 
simply cannot distin- 
guish between the two 
and, furthermore, hopes 
that we can't either. Or 
can, and no longer care. 
He may be right. Cyni- 
cism is its own trap. We 
are encouraged to 
become connoisseurs. 
We begin to savour our 
sophistication and reflex 
ability to make light of 
the dark: hey, Michael 
Jackson's not got a 
friend so he’s decided to 
grow his own! In doing 
so, of course, the process 
obliterates the deed and 
gives permission to carry 
on regardless. Having 
lost our own innocence we no longer 
seem perturbed by the loss of it m 
others or troubled by the spectacle of 
it perhaps being feigned by expert 
impersonators. 

Or maybe we just wearily realise 
that after so many scalpels and 
blades, there isn't much point in 
sticking knives into even the most 
false idoL 


I t is National Consumer Week, 
and the bad news is that you are 
probahly off your trolley. The 
good news is that according to the lat- 
est survey of shopping habits, just 
about everyone else is as welL 
“We're required to process thou- 
sands of bits of information the 
moment we enter a supermarket." says 
the consumer psychologist Sue Keane. 
"Our goal is simply to survive." 

She paints a rather touching picture 
of a nation in which almost all of us 
(90 per cent) take the trouble to pre- 
pare for the weekly shop by making 
a list or checking the cupboards. And 
then, every week, we glide through 
those automatic 
doors and promptly 
lose our minds. H all of 

Suddenly, almost , 

everyone - from D6C0IQ6 

accountants to brain 
surgeons to pension- SupGrl 
ers - becomes inca- Qver tfo 
pable of figuring out 
what a kilo of toma- mnn tiiR 
toes looks like. We * 

loiter in front of il£ul 2U 

“dull" products - this 
is what the experts 
call household cleaning stuff - trying 
to divine the true meaning of “con- 
centrated”. In condiments, we axe 
transfixed by tbe conundrum of 
whether the two-for-three offer on 
jumbo tomato sauce is really for us. 
Then, having obsessed about saving 
pennies on cat food and yoghurt, we 
go on an impulse buying spree in 
chilled meals. All of this means we get 
our (frozen) just deserts when we get 
thebOL 

"You can see people looking at 
tbeir till receipt as thev come out as 
if they do not know what they have 
bought. Our ability to work out value 
for money has actually diminished 
over the years," says Sue Keane. “It 
should be that tbe more information 
you've got, the better shopper you are; 
but it just doesn’t work that way.” 
The Procter & Gamble survey 


Half of us have 
become angry in 
supermarkets 
over the past six 
months. The other 
half are lying 


found that two-thirds of us continue 
to rely on imperial measurements, 
even though the world has gone met- 
ric, and that we want manufacturers 
to provide simple and clear informa- 
tion on packaging. It also found that 
77 per cent of men find it difficult to 
choose household products (no sur- 
prises (here) and resolve their confu- 
sion by reaching for something large 
with a recognisable brand. 

Then we come to a worrying sta- 
tistic. It seems that just over half of 
us have become angry or irritated in 
the supermarket over the past six 
months. The other half must have 
been lying - or, to use the polite 
expression, repress- 
ing reality- because 
IS have supermarket dating 

. has now dearly been 

LDgry 1U replaced by super- 

arkets 

past six U ,u P k - th ®. mad ; 

denrng practice of 
*he other changing the loca- 

tion of the soup 
i lying every month or so, 

the way the deli- 
catessen queue only 
gets longer. We dislike ail children in 
the store (especially our own), and , 
almost all other shoppers (except <. 
those engaged in revealing pre-divorce j 
arguments over frozen peas). We ! 



Church of England ends rule forcing 
women to wear hats in church 


WITNESS over 34,000 davs (ri 


vflTRV 


a la Barbara Foflett, go to supermar- 
kets to meet "ordinary folk”. None of 
which has prevented a boom in super- 
market business. It emerged this week, 
for example, that Marks & Spencer is 
to take on 2,000 staff in response to a 
rise in profits of 11 per cent. 

Information overload, Guesstima- 
tion. Doublespeak. Strange people. 
Bad music. No wonder one of my 
friends finds that supermarkets are the 
perfect place for a good ay. I would, 
too, if I could only figure out which 
tissues are better value for money. 

Ann Treneman 
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Eric Drake, as chairman and 
chief executive of the British Pe- 
troleum Company, was in many 
ways the archetypal oil mogul 
of his generation. If he had self- 
doubts, he did not show them. 
Assertive, at times domineering, 
he prefen-cd action to debate 


emergency system for fairly 
sharing out reduced ofl supplies 
in Western Europe during the 
Suez Canal crisis of 1956-57. 

Drake continued his ascent 
of the hierarchy, becoming a 
managing director of BP in 
1958, deputy chairman in 1962, 




don. In his pomp, he ranked 
with ministers of state, and be 
would not play second fiddle 
oven in the highest company. 

Forty years in a single cor- 
porate hierarchy did not make 
him a dull company man. It was 
too interesting a time for that, 
as the Second World Whr left 
Britain impoverished, the tide of 

- nationalism! swept across Asia 
and Africa, and Britain gave up 
her empire, relinquished over- 

- seas possessions and accepted a 
reduced world role. 

These developments posed 
enormous challenges for BP. 
Unmistakably British, majority- 
owned by the British govera- 
. raent, and owning huge 
investments of great strategic 
and economic importance in 
Middle East oiL BP was directly 
in the firing line of nationalists. 

; who were determined to wrest 
control of oil from foreign 
oil companies. That was the 
central drama of Drake's time. 

The son of a country doctor. 
Eric Drake was bom in Roch- 
ester in 1910. He graduated 
’ from Pembroke College. Cam- 
bridge, with a degree in Law. 
but a greater fondness for row- 
ing. After qualifying as an 
accountant, he joined the An- 
glo-Iranian Oil Company in 
1935, and was posted to work 
in accounts at the Abadan re- 
, finery in Iran. This was not to 
Drake's liking; he was impatient 
■ for promotion -denied him de- 
spite his forceful (perhaps too 
forceful) representations. 

Eventually, wartime demands 
for the expansion of the refin- 
- eiy created an opportunity for 
Drake to progress into gener- 
al management He made a suc- 
cess of it was promoted, and in 
1950 became AngJo-Iranian’s 
general manager in Iran. This 
was a big job, which put Drake 
. in charge of the giant Iranian 
oilfields and the huge Abadan 
refinery, by then the largest re- 
: finery in the world and Britain’s 
‘ biggest single overseas asset 
Drake was soon _iu a. very 
hot spot In 1951 the Iranian; 
_ prime minister, Muhammad . 

Musaddiq, riding a wave-ofna- ' 
i tionalist anti-British feeling; 

nationalised Anglo- Iranian’s 
I operations in Iran. This pre- 
'- dpitated an international crisis, 
in which the British and Amer- 
ican governments became 
1 deepfy involved, vainly seeking 
a solution until, in 1953. they re- 
sorted to covert support tor a 
coup to depose Musaddiq. In 
the meantime. Drake had to 
deal with the tense situation in 
Abadan. He refused to ac- 
knowledge that ofl produced by 
Anglo-lranian was the proper- 
ty of Iran rather than Anglo- 
lranian, was accused of 
sabotage for which the penalty 
might have been death and, on 
the advice of the British Consul, 
escaped to London via Iraq. 

Drake recovered from his or- 
deal in Iran. After a spell in Aus- 
tralia, and a happy period as 
Anglo-iranian’s representative 
in North America, he came 
home in 1954. the year that 
Anglo-lranian was renamed 
British Petroleum. Put in charge 
of BP’S supply system, he played 
a prominent part in the Or- 
ganisation for European Eco- 
nomic Co-operation (OEEC)'s 


hood followed in 1970. He was 
then caught up again in a ma- 
jor international upheaval. This, 
time it was not just Iran, but all 
the main ofl-exporting countries, 
organised in Opec- who sought 
to take control of their oil re- 
sources from the large compa- 
nies like BP. The height of the 
crisis came in 1973 when the 
Arab- Israeli war broke out. the 
Opec countries dramatically 
raised the price of oil, and the 
Arab exporters cut ofl supplies 
to states friendly to their arch- 
enemy IsraeL Amidst fears of an 
oil shortage the oil companies 
tried to “equalise the misery” by 
spreading the cuts across the 
consuming nations. Drake char- 
acteristically resisted political 
pressures and opposed requests 
from Edward Heath, the Prime 
Minister, for BP to supply 
Britain with ofl which was pro- 
grammed for other countries. 

While BP retreated before 
Opec, Drake’s chairmanship 
was marked by happier devel- 
opments elsewhere, most no- 
tably BP’s large-stale entty into 
the North American oil indus- 
try after discovering a giant 
oilfield in Alaska, and the ex- 
citement of new discoveries in 
the North Sea, from which oil 



Drake: no second fiddle 

began to flow in 1975, the year 
of Drake's retirement. 

In his eventful working life, 
Drake was always interested in 
ships, from oil tankers to dhows, 
and was for a time President of 
the British Chamber of Ship- 
ping. His favourite recreation 
was sailing and he was a mem- 
ber of the Royal Yacht Squad- 
ron and the Honourable 
Company of Master Mariners 
and an Elder Brother of Trini- 
ty House. After retiring from 
BP, he held other directorships, 
including that of P&O, and sat 
on numerous committees, gov- 
erning bodies and the Oke. 
None of these, though, could 
compare in excitement with his 
time at the helm of BP. 

He had a very happy family 
with his second wife Margaret 
and their two sons. Her support 
and interest in people and 
everything he did was a great 
source of strength to him. 

James Bamberg 

Arthur Eric Courtney Drake, oil 
company exccuthe: bom Roch- 
ester 29 November 1910; CBE 
1952; deputy chairman, British 
Petroleum Co 1963-69, chairman 
1969-75; Kl 1970; deputy chair- 
man , P&O 1976-81; married 
1935 Rosemary Moore (two 
daughters), 1950 Margaret Wil- 
son (two sons); died Alrcsford, 
Hampshire 31 October 1996. 



‘We knew at the instant of seeing it that it was to become our home’: Tangye this year at Donninack, the 'MJnack* of Ms chronicles 


Derek Tangye 


In the earty 1950s Derek Tangye 
and bis wife Jeannie were walk- 
ing along the cliffs near Lam- 
oma, above Mount’s Bay in 
Cornwall, when they saw a buz- 
zard drifting overhead. 
Suddenly we saw below it in the dis- 
tarBcasmaDgreycottagpootheo^e 
of a wood. It was as grey as the boul- 
ders heaped haphazardly around it, 
asgrcy as the ancient stone hedges 

<nus. ifiis was Mmack/Wsknew at 
the instant of seeing it that it was to 
become our home. 

The quotation is bomA Cor- 
nish Summer ( 1970), the seventh 
in a series of autobiographical 
books, all bestsellers and de- 
scribing their life in that cottage, 
their early struggles on a flower 
farm, and their love for the wild 
landscape and their various an- 
imals, that has become known 
as the “Minack Chronicles”. 
The 19th, The Confusion Room, 
was published this year. 

Friends in London had been 
amazed that this good-looking 
and sophisticated couple should 
take such a plunge. Derek had 
worked in Fleet Street as a gos- 

eSsewhere. Jeannie hSbeen an 
agony aunt on tbeAffrrarand 
had been press officer for the 
Savoy Hotel Group, which in- 


spired her book Meet Me at the 
Savoy , published under her 
maiden name Jean NicoL, and 
also a bestseller. Their friends 
included Danny Kaye, David 
Milford Haven, the photogra- 
pher Baron, Beverley Nichols, 
Ait Herbert, Noel Coward and 
Tyrone Power; also, surprising- 
ly perhaps, George Brown, the 
future Foreign Secretary. It is 
said that when Jeannie came 
down the stairs at the Savoy the 
orchestra would strike up with 
the tune “Jeannie with the 
Light Brown Hair”. 

Derek Tangye had Cornish 
ancestry and had spent happy 
childhood holidays at his fam- 
ily home at Glendorgal, near 
Newquay. He had always ad- 
mired a house called Bosken- 
na at Lamoma, but when he 
took Jeannie to see it they de- 
cided that a simple cottage was 
really their ideal. Minack, or 
Donninack, was certainly sim- 
ple when they moved in, with an 
earth floor, no water and elec- 
tricity, a mile down a bumpy 
muddy track. However they 
still returned once or twice a 
year to London, where they 
took a luxurious suite first at the 
Savoy, then at Qaridges. 

In 1961 Tangye published^ 


Girl on the Roof, which was a 
great success. He and Jeannie 
had been adopted by a succes- 
sion of cals -notably Monty and 
Lama - which became tire he- 
roes (or heroines) of subse- 
quent books A Drake at the Door 
(1963) was so named because of 
a pet Muscovy duck named 
Boris (after Pasternak), sad A 
Donkey in the Meadow (1965) 
was in honour of Fred, a donkey 
rescued from the knacker’s yard. 

The books were illustrated by 
Jeannie, and nearly all were se- 
rialised in popular flhostrated 
magazines. The fan mail grew. 
The Thngyes’ romantic story 
struck a chord with many who 
felt that they longed to escape 
from the stresses of modem life. 
There were also pilgrimages of 
admirers, mostly unsolicited. 

' In spite of all this Derek 
Tangye constantly needed re- 
assurance, as I discovered when 
I was his publisher. He was 
touchy about the promotion of 
other bestselling writers on 
country matters - Gavin Max- 
well, for example, or James 
Herriot (tricky for us, at Mich- 
ael Joseph, as Herriot was also 
one.-of our authors). He was 
afraid of missing out on new 
readers and in each book would 


in some way recapitulate the 
story of how Jeannie came to 
Donninack, and then go on to 
the previous years’ adventures 
which could be a shipwreck, 
swallows nesting for the first 
time under the eaves, or a gala 
at Lamoma village. 

After I had left Michael 
Joseph, I used to be invited to 
a special post-Christmas lunch 
at Dormmack. The big fire 
blazed and tire cottage would be 
strong with hundreds of cards 
from ail over the world, cham- 
pagne flawed and we ate in a 
immature conservatory watched 
by donkeys from the hedge 
above, maybe also with a guD on 
the roof. Jeannie was a very 
good cook and baked her own 
bread. She died suddenly in 
1986, and Derek tried for two 
years afterwards to keep up the 
tradition of these lunches. It be- 
came too much for him, and he 
could not be persuaded to re- 
sume them at our bouse, at the 
other end of Cornwall. Indeed, 
after Jeannie ’s death he scarce- 
ly left his patch, as he called it, , 
except for a yearly excursion to 
Qaridges in the old- tradition. 

_ Jeannie’s funeral was made' ' 
especially memorable, by an 
address by John -Le Carre. 


Elisabeth Abercrombie 


Elisabeth Abercrombie had a 
short but rewarding career as an 
operatic soprano, appearing at 
Glyndebourne before the Sec- 
ond World War, with Sadler’s 
Wells Opera during, and at 
Covent Garden after, the war. 

Born Dorothy Maud Brown- 
lees. she did not like her given 
names and adopted the name 
Elisabeth. From the age of 17 
she studied at the Royal College 
of Music, taking the organ as 
her principal subject and singin g 
as a second study. After obtain- 
ing her degree, she took a job 
as organist and choir-mistress at 
a girls' school near Oxford. 

In 1931 she married Nigel 
Abercrombie, then a young 
don at Magdalen College; a 
distinguished academic, civil 
servant and writer, he was 
General Secretary of the Arts 
Council from 1963 to 196S. 


Elisabeth Abercrombie sang 
solos with the Oxford Bach 
Choir and in 1934 made her op- 
eratic debut as Phoebe in Ram- 
eau's Castor and Polka with the 
Oxford University Opera dub. 
Sir Thomas Beecham heard her 
and as a result she was offered 
a contract for the Cavern Gar- 
den chorus; but after a meeting 
between her husband and John 
Christie, an audition for the 
chorus at Glyndebourne was 
arranged, and she accepted that 
offer instead, beginning in the 
1935 season. She took lessons 
with Jani Strasser, on the music 
staff at Glyndeboarne from its 
opening, and continued to work 
with him throughout her career. 

Though she only sang one 
role at Glyndebourne, the Gen- 
tlewoman attending on Lady 
Macbeth in Vetch's Macbeth in 
1938, she covered several of the 


leading soprano roles. She also 
sang in many of the private con- 
certs and recitals given in the 
Organ Room or the theatre, 
with which John Christie and his 
wife Audrey Mfldmay enter- 
tained their guests. ; 

In 1937, calling herself 
‘‘Maria Etrik” on Strasser’s ad- 
vice, she rang Purcell’s Dido, 
and Venus in John Blow’s Venus 
and Adonis (which was televised) 
for Oxford University Opera 
Club. In 1939 she took part in 
a Cambridge University pro- 
duction of Mozart’s Idomeneo , 
singing tbe role of Electra. 

During the early war years, 
Abercrombie toured with the 
Glyndebourne Singers, giving 
concerts mostly of Mozart's 
music all over Britain. In 1942, 
she joined Sadler’s Wfells Opera, 
which was virtually homeless 
during the war, touring the 


country and playing in London 
at the New Theatre (now the 
AJbery) or the Princess. 

Abercrombie’s beautiful 
voice was at its best at this time, 
and her roles included Violet- 
ta in La 2 raviata (her favourite), 
Mnni in La Boheme and Fior- 
diligi in Gad pm tutd. In aD these 
operas she was partnered by Pe- 
ter Pears, a fellow chorus smger 
at pre-war Glyndebourne. 

After the war, Abercrombie 
appeared for several seasons 
(1947-51) with the newly 
formed Covent Garden Opera 
Company. She sang the 
Marschallin in Der Rosenkava- 
tier, the Countess mThe Mar- 



Eleanor Lansing Dulles was 
the granddaughter, the niece 

and me sister of US Secretaries 
of State. She was also a talent- 
ed woman of strong character 
in her own tight. 

Her career moved with ds- 
unction from the. study of eco- 
nomics into diplomacy. She 
served as the head of the State 
Department’s Berlin desk dur- 
ing the days of the Berlin Air- 
Eft and the Cold Yfcr, and in later 
life wrote more than a dozen 


Photogaph: Apex 


Derek also spoke of her on the 
television programme Songs of 
Praise in 1992, and many of us 
were moved to tears when 
Barou’s photograph of her 
beautiful face appeared as if 
from tbe clouds. Derek’s book 
about her, Jeannie (1986), also 
part of the “Minack Chroni- 
cles” I consider to be his best. 
Some time before they had 
bought several acres of mead- 
ow doping down to the sea, 
looting out to St Michael’s 
Mount, and when she was dy- 
ing they decided to form it into 
a trust, the Minack Chronicles 
Trust, as a place for solitude and 
preserving natural life. 

The possibility of a television 
series based on the books kept 
Derek Thngye buoyed upinhis 
last years, when he became in- 
creasingly crippled by arthritis 
and gout This and the extra- 
ordinary flow of admirers who 
continued to make the pil- 
grimage and wade through the 
stream known as Monty’s Leap. 

Uei^hmlpui 

Derek Alan Trevithick Tangye, 
writer and joumaBsL bom Lon- 
don 29 February 1912; married , 
1943 Jeannie Nicd (died 1986); 
died 26 October 1996. 




her brother,3ohn Foster Dufle, 4£ 
and an autobiography. Chances 
of a Lifetime (1980). 

Her grandfather, John ^bt- 
son Foster, was a Civil WSar gen- 
eral turned international lawyer 
who served as Secretary of 
State in the Administration of 
President Benjamin Harrison. 

Her mother married Alien 
Mary Dulles, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church in Wfcier- 
town, in western New York 
State. . “ 

Eleanor, like her two broth- 
ers, the future Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles, and 
Alien, who became Director of 
Central Intefligeocc after a leg- 
endary carer as America’s most 
successful spy and spymaster, 
was ‘‘borrowed” for two months 
a year by her grandfather, one 
of the richest and most suc- 
cessful lawyers in Washington. 

She weni to Bryn Mawr, a 
small highly academic women's 
college in the suburbs of Phil- 
adelphia, and by 1918 hod wan- 
gled her way to France, where 
she worked in a civilian relief 
agency. On Armistice Day she 
annoyed her brother Allen, a g, 
delegate to the Peace Confer- > 
encc, by turning up unan- d- 
nounced to take a hot bath in ^ 
his suite at the Hotel CriUon. 

By this stage her uncle. 
Robert W. Lansing, a Democ- 
rat, had become President 
Woodrow Wilson’s Secretary 
of State. Eleanor qualified as an 
economist, and worked on inter- 
national banking and finance; 
her first published book was a 
I study of the Bank for Intema- 
! tional Settlements in Basle. 

At the end of the Second 
World War she went to Austria 
as economic adviser to the Al- 
lied militaiy government there, 
and then moved into the State 
Department. Her most impor- 
tant job was as head of - the 
Berlin desk in the 1950s. She 
was extremely annoyed when 
the Russian and East German 
intelligence authorities discov- 
ered^ tunnel dug by the CIA 
to tap into Communist com- 
munications cabling. “It's all 
AUen's fault,’’ she said in her 
frustration at having to sweep 


in Peter Grimes. In 1951 she sang 
in the premiere of Vbughan 
Williams's The Pilgrim's Progress 
as one of the two Heavenly Be- 
ings who revive Pilgrim in the 


Abercrombie: a beautiful voice 

\bUey of Humiliation. After re- 
tiring she became a very suc- 
cessful private singing teacher. 

Elizabeth Forties 

Dorothy Maud Brownlees (Elis- 
abeth Abercrombie), singer, bean 
Plymouth 29 August 1906; mar- 
ried 1931 Nigel Abercrombie 
(died 1986; two daughters); died 
23 October 1996. 


ol her brother s coup. 

She and Allen had irritated 
each other since childhood, 
and were never close. In the 
1950s, however, she built a 
bungalow for herself near 
McLean. Virginia, just down the 
road from the site where her 
brother would build the CIA's 
permanent home at Langley. 
Occasionally middle- ranking 
diplomats invited to lunch 
would be startled to find the 
Secretary of State and the Di- 
rector of Central Intelligence, 
in baggy shorts and Hawaiian 
shirts, ripping drinks by the 
pool. These high-level contacts 
would of course be faithfully re- 
ported to their respective 
chanceries. 

Godfrey Hodgson 

Eleanor Lansing Dudes, diplomat 
and writer bom Watertown, New 
York 1 June 1895; married 1932 
David Blondheim (died 1934: 
one son, one daughter); died 
Washington DC 30 October 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

LLOYD: On Sunday 27 October, at 
Trinity Hospice. London SW-l. peace- 
fully. after a long illness bravely 
fought. Down Elizabeth Margurcl 
l nee Slilgoc ). wile of the laic Ttcvor 
- Utwd, stepmother of Rachel and Si- 
mon anil sisIct of Robin. Riehani and 
George. No fkmcre. please, but do- 
nations if desired to Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund. 15'1V Britten Street, 
London SW3 3TZ. Service ofThanlB- 
civincat 12 ncun on 25 Nos ember at 
Si Stephen's, Gloucester Road. 
London S\V7. 

RAPOTORT: Robert Norman Rapo- 
port, social anthropologist, aped 72. 
died J November in Hampstead, af- 
ter on occidental falL His loss b dev- 
aslalini; far his wife Rhono, daughter 
Lama, mn .VI and two grandchildren 
Tint) and tola. Friends and family will 
ulbcr in ccfcbrathxi of his talents, his 
tote and his life on Thursday 7 No- 
vember. dptn. Golden Green Cre- 
matorium. 

Ann ounc ements Tor Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 

Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Wedding umhcrcsrfciH In 
Memorial) should be sent In writing 
■o (be Gazette Editor; The Independent. 
I Canada Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171 -293 
2011 (24-boar answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or faxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&59 a Une 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
no nn c enm ta(potiCB.ftaxtmn5. firth- 
craning marriages. Marriages) most be 
submitted in writing (or foxed) and are 
charged at £10 * line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone namba; 


Birthdays 

Dr James Barber. Master. Hatfield 
College. Durham, off; Professor Lord 
Bauer, economist, SI; Mr James 
Bowman, operatic counter-tenor. 
35; Mr Frank Carson, comedian, TO, 
M Jacques Chanier, actor, 60; Mr 
Ray Coniff, song-writer mad arranger. 
SO; Mr David Exham. Headmaster, 
Bingham School. 52; Miss Sally Field, 
actress. 50; Dr Keith GrittnC econ- 
omist 53; Mr Nigel Havers, actor, 47; 
Mr Benia t Klein, designer, 74; Mr 
Leonard Miali, historian, 82; Mr 
David Montgomery, chief execu- 
tive, Minor Group Newspapers, 48; 
Admiral Sir Anthony Morton, King 
of Arms. Order of the British Em- 
pire, 73: Mr Mike Nichols, film and 
theatre director. 65; Lord N'immo 
Smith, a Senator of the College of 
Justice in Scotland. 54; Mr PJ. Pro- 
I by, rode singer, SS; General Sir 
David Ramsbotham. Conner Adjui am 
General, 62; Professor Sir Martin 
Roth, psychiatrist 79; Mr Ron Saun- 
ders. football manager. 64; Sir Oliv- 
er Scott Bt radiobiologist 74; Sir 
George Sinclair, former colonial ad- 
ministrator, S4; Mr Malcolm Thync. 
Headmaster, Fcttes College. 54: Mr 
Graeme Wood, cricketer, 40. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Colley Cibber, actor and 
playwright 1671; Adolphe (Antoiae- 
Joscph) Sax, inventor of the saxo- 
phone, 1814. Deaths: John Murray 
iMcMurray), publisher, 1793; Peter 
Ilyich Tchaikovsky, composer, 1893; 
Gone Eliza Tierney, actress, 199L On 
this dsp: Abraham Lincoln was elect- 
ed as 16ih US president. I860: tbe 
United States exploded the first hy- 
drogen bomb at Eniwetok Atoll, m 
the Pacific 1952. Today is tbe ftast 
Day of St Bariaam of Khatyn, St 
Demeaua of Khytri, St Ifltud, St 


Le on ard of Nob lac, St Melaine ■•"“t 
Si Wixmoc. 


Lectures 

National GaDexy: LisaTickner, “Wal- 
ter Sicken, The Camden Town Mur- 
der w& tabloid crime", 630pm (Paul 
Mellon Lecture). 

Tate Gallery: Jeremy Black, “Re- 
sponses to Italy and France", 1pm: 
David Sylvesrcr, “Francis Bacon 
1933-57". 630pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Alan 
Fern. “Best Faces Fbrward: the his- 
tory and collections of the National 
Portrait Gallery, Washington". 
l.lOpm. 

British Archaeological Association 
(held ax Society of Antiquaries, 
Burlington House. London WI): 
Ole Schiorring, “Twenty-five years of 
Urban Archaeology in Denmark". 
5pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Tom 
Cannon. “Yesterday's Education for 
Tomorrow’s Business”, 1pm. 

Receptions 

Ministry of Defence 
Mr Michael Portillo MP hosted a re- 
ception held yesterday evening at 
Lancaster House, St James's, Lou- 
don SW1, to meet the Cdnunon- 
wealth Defence and Service Advisers 
and Attaches in the United Kingdom. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Jeremy Hanley MP, Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a hwich K^I d 
yesterday at the Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Office, London SW1. 
for Mr Li Lanqing, Vice-Premier of 
Chino. 


Dinners 

Eugtisb-Speafciug Union 
Professor Alan Vtbtsoo, Deputy 

Oiarrm .m Fn gEriv XpeaVtng 1 Fnioa, 
and Mrs Valerie Mitchell, Director- 
General, received the goesis at a re- 
ception and dinner held yesterday 
evening at Dartmouth House, Lon- 
don Wl.ro celebrate (he American 
Presidential Election. Mr William J. 
Crowe Jnr, Ambassador, was among 
the guests. 

Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Butterwortfa was m the dair at 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 
yesterday evening at the Royal So- 
ciety of Edinburgh. Mr Gerald R. 
Wilson. Professor Sir Graeme Davies 
and Mr Charies Skene were the 
speakers: Their subject was “Business 
and Universities Growing Together. 
What are the issues?” 


RO YAL E NGAGEMENTS 


at dw llcartfeuKb HH> 

Bratagim; * Pwnfcnt, RUaf lor So DiwbM 
AsojBin.Miakhllefta^Qaifciia*^ 
bg/Drreiag Dcmounadoai) at tfac NuNoal 
Eqocstnin Crzttre, Notiomi Apradlual CeoCc. 
baftrenhUtoKKfaiKwriaKufcfe 
Cn al rreo cc Reception and Dtaner. Menu 
M*wW,ftetitieai,Natona!Soeie»lordrPre- 
mmBorOi>elnioQddrea.aOcnihihe«ud- 

“Bean Game" and Dinner ai i&Mk 
Temple, Lo&ioaEC*- Tbe Da** Beat Pnti- 
dott, UKnds nn AmnmQhfle Awodation Gam- 
tnittec Meeting, at NorteOt Hctmc. Banaggofai, 
HiacitHiTL Prtaaw Alexandra Ttrftj tUcnl Um- 
ilctl. MtHiciirx. Ck-dare: »* Prctidart. »oi» the 
I nWiLt i n l Career Rqcmfa Bwd Shop, AMgky 

SfcpwM WMdwVteJWd**, 


Bank can be sued in UK over timeshare deal 


Cntmly Heackmutm. 

Prince HMtt Sot aoenda tiw New Nam 
RwadcMa Redial U Aiprcj-'i, LendOn WU 

Changing of the Guard 


The Household Cavalry Mowed RernUtm 
mama the Qmi'i Lit Genti c BntOw*. 
Han. P Company Safe Guanfa mourns the 
OneexTi GomxCiI BnCfthpftu Mae*. I DOam, 
baud puiided tw lbc Scots Custis. 


Jacrett ▼ Bardays Bosk pic and 
related appeals; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Merritt, Lord 
Justice WaitL Lord Justice 
Potter) 31 October 1996 

A couple induced to buy a 
timeshare property In a foreign 
country on the basis of mis- 
representations by tbe seller 
could bring proceedings in the 
UK under the Consumer Cred- 
it Act 1974 against the bank 
which financed the deaL While 
the agreement concerned 
m%iit be a “tenancy" under En- 
ropean law, the “object” of the 
claims was not the tenancy it- 
seifbut the finance agreement, 
so the buyers were not re- 
quired by article 16 of the 
Brussels Convention on Civil 
Jurisdiction and Judgments 
to bring their claim in tbe 
countiy where the property 
was situated. . . . 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by Trevor and 
Elizabeth Jarre tt against the 
dismissal by Judge Brandt, sit- 
ting at Ipswich County Court 
on 19 April 1995, of their claim 
against Barclays Bank pic and 
tbe Royal Bank of Scotland. 
The court also allowed an ap- 
peal tty Peter and Denise Jones 
against the dismf«s?a| by Judge 
Hamilton, at Liverpool Coun- 
ty Court on 30 August 1995, of 
their claim against First Na- 
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tional Bank pic, and dismissed 
an appeal by that bank against 
a decision of Judge Jack, at 
Bristol County Court on 1 Feb- 
ruary 1996, allowing a claim 
brought against It by Judith and 
Christopher Peacock to go 
ahead. 

In each case the plaintiffs 
had entered into agreements to 
boy annual timeshare proper- 
ties abroad, using fihancepro- 
vided by the banks. They 
claimed tiiey had been induced 
into signing the agreements by 
misrepresentations by the sell- 
ers, and that under Sections 56 

and 75 of the 1974 Act the 
banks were liable. 

By section 56 “antecedent 
negotiations” with the debtor 
in relation to a transaction fi~ 
nanced by a “debtdr-cr6di tor- 
so pplier agreement” ■ were, 
deemed to be conducted by 
the supplier on behalf of the 
creditor as well as himself. By 
section 75(1): 

If the debtor under a debtor 
creditor-supplier agreement . . . 
has, in relation to a transaction fi- 
nanced ty the agreement, any daim 
against the supplier in respect of a 
nusnepresaitauoa or bresat of con- 
tract, he shall have a like dam 
against the creditor, who, with 
the supplier, shall accordingly be 


jointfy and severally liable to tbe 
debtor. 

The banks contended that 
these were “proceedings which 
have as their object rights in 
rem in Immovable property or 
tenancies of immovable prop- 
erty” within tbe meaning of ar- 
ticle 16 of the Convention (as 
incorporated into Fngiidi inw 
by the Qvil Jurisdiction and 
Judg ments Act 1982) so that 
“the courts of the Contracting 
State in which the property is 
situated” had exclusive juris- 
diction; that by article 19 the 
UK courts were bound to de- 
cline jurisdiction; and that the 
plaintiffs’ claims should be 
struck out 

John WUBams (Comakers & Co, 
Cambridge) forAe JanvOs; Ned Levy 
(Roman BeS & Co, Liverpool, arid 
Mariarty Westlake, Bristol) for the 
Joneses and Peacocks; Sam Neaman 
(Shoosmhh A Harrison. Narrhamp- 
ton) far Barclays; Fred PhUpott and 
Julia Smith (Mariby & Steward. 
WoNahampum) fbrRBS; Peter Say- 
er (Doris & Co. Harrow ) forFNB, 


within article 16 must be de- 
termined in accordance with 
the interpretation of the 
European Court of Justice. 

No uniform interpretation 


Lord Justice Morriti said the 
‘5 uestion "tote tie tint? 

ie shall have a like dahn share agreements were tenan- 
the creditor, wbo, with cies (or the grant of rights in 
iplier, shall accordingly be nrm over immovable property) 


of the court’s decision in Rosier 
v Rotiwinhel H9S6] QB 33 that 
a short-term holiday letting was 
not excluded from article 16, tus 
Lordship could see no reason 
for denying to the agreements 
in the present appeals the sta- 
tus of tenancies. In each case 
one party was entitled to the ex- 
ctosive occu p a t ion of immovable 
property assumed tty the con- 
tract to be owned by the other 
for a specified period in return 
for a aim of money. 

But his Lordship did not ac- 
cept the banks' submission that 
the timeshare agreements were 
the object” of the proceeding? 
under the Consumer Credit 
Act. 

. Jn each action the founda- 
tion of the daim against the 
bank was the debtor-creditor- 
supplier agreement That con- 
fract had attached to it the 
personal statutory rights con- 
forred by the Act on tire debtor. 
The enforcement of those 
statutory rights was based On 
the debtor-creditor-suppUer 
a 8 ree ment, not the timeshare 
agreement. 

Pfcul Magrath, Barrister 
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BT tipped to win £lbn armed forces phone contract 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Hie Government is opened to 
reveal today that BT has beat- 
en Racal Electronics in a bat- 
tle to win a £lbn contract to 
replace the vast private tele- 
phone network used by the 
armed forces. 

The announcement, which 
be made by the Ministry of 
Defence in "the Commons, 
would mark another success for 


BT in the week it announced its 
£13bn agreement to buy the US 
long-distance operator MCL 

However, it would represent 
a severe blow for Racal, which 
had launched a vigorous cam- 
paign attacking the BT bid, 
arguing it was against the pub- 
lic interest. 

The contract is to renew the 
dedicated telephone and data 
network which connects UK 
military bases, known as DFTS, 
or Defence Fixed Telecommu- 


nications System. The outdat- 
ed network is run by BT 

The MoD has already re- 
duced the annual cost of run- 
ning the system from £200m to 
fl75m but was seeking further 
cats of at least £4Qm. The oth- 
er condition was that the web 
of 51 separate networks should 
be replaced by a single digital 
network by 2000. 

Racal had Formed a consor- 
tium called Rampart to bid to 
build and operate the system 


Logica and a 
r WS Atkins. A 


with partne 
consultancy firm, 1 
key element of the Rampart bid 
was that it would guarantee to 
employ all 600 existing civilian 
telecoms staff and take on a fur- 
ther 250 people. 

in contrast, BT has kept the 
details of its bid a close secret, 
though it is thought it may of- 
fer a larger one-off price cut 
than Ratal's with similar total 
costs over the 10-year life of the 
contract 


BT yesterday refrained from 
claiming victory ahead of the of- 
ficial announcement though 
its team is thought to be confi- 
dent of success. 

Last night a Racal spokesman 
declined to forecast the out- 
come of the bidding processs, 
which has lasted for IS months. 
He said: “We are not aware of 
a decision until it has been an- 
nounced and we remain total- 
ly committed to our solution for 
DFTS.” 


TWo months ago David Els- 
buxy, RacaFs chief executive, 
stepped up his attack on BX 
damirib toe 


were 


two groups ' 

I neck in the 


damraig 

r unning neck and 
race to win die contract “I be- 
lieve it is on a knife-edge. There 
is not a fag paper between ns. 
The difference is political,*’ he 
had claimed. 

Mr Ehbmy had said that if BT 
wonrhe contract it would effec- 
tively rule out any further com- 
petition in the future. He also 


pointed out that the annual val- 
ue of the lOyear deal, at flOQm, 
was “a drop m the ocean" to BT 
but would represented 10 ptf 
cent of RacaFs annual sales. 

Racal Electronics already 
nins data networks for 40 Gov- 
ernment departments, in addi- 
tion to operating private phone 
systems for the Department of 
ilocfal Security, along with die 
chemicals group ICI, Norwich 
Union and WH Smith. It also 
runs the huge network which 


finks National Lottery terminals. 


If the MoD does pick BT as 
the preferred bidder for DFTS, 
it would come as Racal seeks to 
to identify its strategy following 
the lucrative demerger of the 
mobile phone company, Voda- 
fone, and its Chubb locks busi- j 
ness. Racal has concentrated on 
managed telephones and data 
networks ana defence elec- 
tronics products against accu- 
sations that it is left with 
underperforming assets. 


BA accounts dept 
sent to Bombay 
to save on wages 


Michael Harrison 

British .Airways is to transfer 
part of its accounting opera- 
tions to Bombay because wages 
levels in India are one-fifth of 
those in Britain. The move is 
part of BA's global efficiency 
drive aimed at producing sav- 
ings of £lhn a year by (he end 
of the decade. The programme 
will result in 5,000 job losses. 

BA's accounting operations 
employ 2.000 people. Initially 
about 10 per cent of the work 
will be transferred to Bombay, 
where qualified staff can be re- 
cruited on wages of about 
£4.000 a year compared with 
£20.000 in Britain. 

But more accountancy work 
will be outsourced if the ex- 
periment proses successful "it 
is a lot cheaper employing peo- 
ple in India." said BAs finance 


director Derek Stevens. “We 
can get high calibre people for 
20 per cent of the cost of em- 
ploying them here.” 

Bob Ayling, BA's chief exec- 
utive, said the airline was look- 
ing to outsource more activities 
as part of the ambitious cosi- 
cuuing drive. He said the 12 per 
cent increase in BA’s salary mil 
experienced in the first half of 
the year was not sustainable. 

He was speaking as BA re- 
ported its first drop in operat- 
ing profits since the Gulf War 
owing to spiralling fuel prices 
and the cost of last summer's 
threatened strike by pilots. 

BA also confirmed that it ex- 
pected Ian Lang. President of 
the Board of Trade. to an- 
nounce this month whether its 
transatlantic alliance with 
American Airlines is being al- 
lowed to go ahead. 


Ayling 

BA reported a 2 per 
irofits 


Mr Avling was speaking as 
cent drop 

in operating profits to £5 12m 


French court clears 
Air Liberte takeover 


A French commercial court 
last night cleared the way for 
British Airways to take control 
of the regional airline Air Lib- 
erie in a deal that will give it a 
one-fifth share of domestic 
flights from Orly airport writes 
Michael Harrison. 

BA is to invest £55m and lake 



Bob Ayling: Takeover ‘good 
for French travellers' 


a 67 per cent stake in Are Lib- 
ert £. while the French b anking 
group Banque Rreand wfll in- 
vest Frl90m for the remaining 
33 per cent. 

Marc Rochet chairman of 
BA’s existing ftench sobshfian; 
TAT European Airlines, will be- 
come chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive of Air Libertfe, although 
the two carriers win be kept dis- 
tinct for the time being. 

Clearance for the takeover 
came after the Commercial 
Tribunal in CreteS accepted the 
recovery plan for Air Libert* 
pot forward by BA and Rivaud 
in preference to liquidation. 

The plan is designed to re- 
turn Air Liberte to profitabili- 
ty in three years and will 
safeguard L200 jobs. BA has 
pledged to retain Air Ubertfi 
fleet of 13 aircraft, increase fre- 
quencies on services from Oify 
to Bordeaux and Nice and re- 
sume services from Paris to 
Montpellier and Gatwick to 
Bordeaux and Toulouse. 

“This is good news for the air- 
line. for its staff and for French 
air travellers," said BA’s chief 
cxecuthe Bob Ayling. 


for the six months to the end 
of September - the first time 
profits have fallen since Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990. 

The decline was due to a 
£51m increase in aviation fuel 
costs and the £15m impact of 
the threatened pilots strike 
earlier this year. BA also 
warned that foe! costs were like- 
ly to hardened further in the 
current quarter because of the 
rise in oU prices. 

With jet kerosene prices like- 
ly to hit 85 cents a gallon this 
winter against 60 cents a gallon 
a year ago, BA could be look- 
ing at an extra £130m in fuel 
charges a year. 

At the pre-tax level BA’s 
profits rose by 9 per cent to a 
record £470m, helped by a 
£45 m contribution from its as- 
sociate airfares. Qantas chipped 
in £26m in pre-tax profits and 
a further £19m of synergy ben- 
efits. while USAir, in which BA 
has a 24.6 per cent stake, paid 
a resumed dividend of $17 Jm. 

— Mr AyKng-said • he still 
hoped to persuade- USAir to 
maintain ns long-term rela- 
tionship with BA even though 
the US carrier has said it in- 
tends to abandon its codc- 
sharc agreement with BA next 
March in protest at the link-up 
with American. 

He added that USAir's anti- 
trust lawsuit against BA and 
American was “an action with- 
out merit and any hope what- 
soever of success 4 and said the 
two carriers remained as de- 
termined as ever to pull the deal 
together. 

Asked when he expected Mr 
Lang to rule on the alliance. Mr 
Ayling said: “If we haven't 
passed the milestone of the 
British competition authori- 
ties by the end of this mouth I 
would be disappointed." 

Mr Ayling also said BA 
would continue to resist any at- 
tempt to strip it of take-off and 
landing slots at Heathrow as a 
condition for approving the al- 
liance. “I still ao not see any 
case for BA losing slots, ft 
would be terribly unfair apart 
from anything else.” 

Comment, page 21 



MAM chief 
backs cheaper 
underwriting 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Ready and willing: Hugh Stevenson said that Mercury Asset Management was happy to 
participate in changing the underwriting system Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Hugh Stevenson, chairman of 
Mercury Asset Management, 
yesterday backed moves to in- 
troduce competition into the 
underwriting commissions 
charged for: rights issues, ■ as 
Schroder? laimcfcedftsj 
cut-price fea&cHig ifi^S/e days. 

Scfarodera’ldcfidritkt^d pet- 
cent of the qatfarimtinc for a 
£48.6m rights reftife for More 
Group, the outdoor advertising 
company, to help fund the Sc- 
quBrnon of Swedish advertising 
group Wennergren Williams. 
The auction saved the company 
£109,000 - 11 per cent of the 
commissions -at the expense of 
investing institutions such as 
MAM. 

The move follows a similar 
auction for Stakis, the hotels 
group, last Thursday, which 
saved 8 per cent It is an attempt 
to head off a Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission inquiry 
into high Ofy amJeiWntiag 
commissions. : - •' 

MrStevehScftissid; ‘'w^wed- 
crame anything that givega freer 
system for uncfetwntihg/’ He 
said that as [tong as preemption 
rights 

ing shareholders fast call on new 
issues, “we are-feady to pahkx 
jpate in the 1 process r of dahgeT- 

Reporting interim profits at 
MAM 29 per cent higher than 
a year earlier at £81 An before 
tax, Mr Stevenson made clear 
that the fond management 
group could be in the market for 
acquisitions. 




There was speculation that 
MAM’S sharply increased cash 
pile, up £72m to £262m in six 
mouths, could be used to fi- 
nance a bid in the US market, 
following the announcement 
of the proposed takeover of 
Tfexas-based AIM by Invesco. 

Mr Stevenson said: “The US 
is an .important market It’s 
fire biggest savings market in the 
world but value for our share- 
holders is the main aim.” 

MAM has built up its cash 1 
le over 1 the past six months 
om £191m to £261m. .Mr 
Stevenson said that the com- 
pany preferred a conservative 
balance sheet Funds under^ 
management rose from £81bn 
in March to £85.9bn in Sep* 
tember, including £2bn of net' 
new business and 40 new man-1 
dates to manage money pur-' 
chase pension schemes. j 

The figures suggest MAM' 
will slip into second placel 
among independent UK fund-' 
managers, behind Invesco,-’ 
when its takeover of AIM goes' 
through. The merged company.-’ 
Amvesco, will have £91bn un- 
der management at present- 
dollar exchange rates. ‘ 

MAM declared an interim drv-' 
kfeba -of-fOp a &are; compared I 
with last year’s 6p,hut-the sharp' 
increase was 'to nsdoc&the im-t 
b&Lrice between the interim and' 
final An iriaease in provisktts for! 
bonus payments for staff was re-a 
sponsible for part of tbe£22min-t 
crease in operating costs to* 
£KMm over the past 12 months.' 
The shares fell fop to 11222rp. ■ 

- Comment, page 21 


Fayed pays £52 m for Alpha stake 


JOHN WtLLCOCK 


Mohamcd A1 Fayed, the chair- 
man of Harrods, has paid £52m 
for a 25 per cent stake in Alpha 
Airports in an attempt to extend 
Harrods’ airport retailing op- 
erations. Alpha has 80 shops in 
the UK and the US. 

Mr Fayed has bought the 
Alpha stake from Granada 
using one of his private com- 
panies. Cylena Establishments, 
rather than through Harrods. 
Cylena said last night that in the 
absence of a third parti 1 offer. 


it will not make an offer for the 
remaining shares of Alpha for 
at least six months. 

Harrods already owns “sig- 
nature shops" in Japan, Hong 
Kong and Singapore, and runs 
lax free shops in Heathrow, as 
well as airports in Hamburg, 
Vienna and Frankfurt. 

Alpha Retail Services, with a 
turnover in 1995/6 of nearly 
£3B0m. operates an extensive 
range of duty and tax free shops 
in airports, many of which are 
simply called “Duty Free Shop- 
ping.” Alpha also operates air- 


port shops under licence from 
Drugstore, Swatch, LQlywhites, 
Timberland, The Beauty Cen- 
tre and others. 

It is understood that Mr 
Fayed believes that Alpha’s 
other two operating divisions 
may also enjoy synergies with 
some of his other interests. 

Alpha Ground Services has 
over 50 airport locations in the 
US with a combined turnover 
of £42.4m, while Mr fiiyed 
owns Metro Business Aviation, 
previously Hunting Aviation, 
which provides ground services 


at Heathrow. Alpha also pro- 
vides in-flight catering, provid- 
ing 40 million meals a year to 
a total of 100 airlines. 

Alpha said the sale via 
Lazards to Mr Fayed came as 
“an unexpected development”. 

“We have had no discussion 
or contact with Mr Fayed. Cer- 
tainly we would want to meet 
with him as soon as possible.” 

There had been speculation 
recently that BAA may have 
been interested in the Alpha 
stake. Granada acquired the 
stake when it bought Forte. 



Duty-free buyer Mohamad Al ' 
Fayed takes Granada's stake 


Pro-Europe campaign spills on to the streets 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


[he increasingly hitler siruegle 
wer the future of the pound 
cached the streets of I he City 
cstcnJjy. .At /\3ihm outside Lh- 
rpuol Street station supporters 
if the European Movement, a 
rro-Europeur. campaign group. 
,ere handing out leaflet?, mak- 
ng the ease tor membership of 
he single currency 
The group has a stock of 
i.00U leaflets, titled “The Oih- 
r Side of the Coin”, and an an- 
nul grant of l2u.inri from the 
•U with which to promote its 


cause. As the Labour MP Giles 
Radicc. its chairman, observed 
rue lulls at the official launch, 
(he European Movement is 
easily nuts pent by Sir James 
Goldsmith's Referendum Pbrty. 

The brochure, which will He 
handed out at (he CBl’s annu- 
al conference this month and 
sent to financial institutions 
and hanks, tries to tackle the 
most frequent objections to 
European Monetary Union. 

Mr Radice found himself on 
the defensive over suggestions 
that the Labour Party was mov- 
ing away from its earlier sym- 
pathy lor the idea that Britain 


should join the single currency 
in the first wave. 

Robin Cook, the party's for- 
eign affairs spokesman, said 
Iasi month it would be hard for 
Britain to join in the first wave 
in 1999. But Mr Radicc said 
yesterday: “My own view on 
the position is exactly as it was 
before.” 

Conservative MP Quentin 
Davies, a vice-chairman of the 
European Movement, warned: 
“Whit and see is not a cost-free 
option.” 

He said if Britain did not join, 
its interest rates would have to 
be higher than those in the 


Euro-zone and the country 
would become less attractive to 
foreign investors. 

John Stevens, the Tory MEP 
for Thames Valley, said the 
European Movement wanted to 
make a positive case for joining 
the single currency. “Joining 
would be the most powerful 
boost to the City's position 
there has ever been." he said. 

However, the new pamphlet 
concentrates on countering 
some of the most common ar- 
guments against UK member- 
ship. A lot of these were “very 
ill-founded”. Mr Radice said. 

The campaign claims that 


Britain will not lose the power 
to run an independent govern- 
ment spending and tax policy. 
Nor will there have to be big 
subsidies of poor member coun- 
tries by rich ones. 

It argues that the single cur- 
rency would create jobs rather 
than increase unemployment 
because interest rates would be 
much lower if Britain were part 
of the Euro block. Mortgage 
rales would be able to fall too. 

It also challenges high esti- 
mates of the costs of switching 
over to the Euro, saying that 
banks and shops would have to 
spend large amounts on up- 


grading their equipment and 
software anyway. It puts the to- 
tal transition cost at £2.5bn. 

Mr Radice acknowledged 
that monetary union would 
lead to closer political integra- 
tion. But he added: “There is no 
evidence that the great Britfch 
public is concerned about sov- 
ereignty. What they are inter- 
ested in is the bread-and-butter 
issues.” 

Lord Kmgsdown, former 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, who was also backing the 
launch, said: “The idea that any 
individual commy has monetary 

sovereignty is illusory.” 
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Gehe in £ 651 m 
bid for Unichem 


Magnus Grimond 


Gehe of Germany yesterday re- 
newed its assault on Lloyds 
Chemists with a £65 lm bid which 
almost exactly matches the rival 
offer from UmChem. The 500p 
a share aO-cash bid is being 
made on almost the same terms 
as an earlier offer which lapsed 
when bids from both Gehe were 
referred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

The move was not unexpect- 
ed and comes just ahead of the 
Friday deadline set when the 
Department of 'Dade and In- 
dustry rave the conditional go- 

ahead for renewed bidding fast 
month. But the level bid was 
lower than some analysts bad 
been forecasting and LJoyds’ 
shares slipped Sop to 5Up. 

UniChem chief executive Jef- 
frey Harris said he saw no rea- 
son to raise UoiChem'sbid ih the 
short term but did not rule out 
returning with a higher offer. “At 
least the gloves are off now and 
we know what we are up against 
The ben thing [today] is the 
bounce in the UmChem share 
price, which dearly shows ihat 
our institutional .shareholders are 
behind us.” 

Lloyds' shares remain well 
clear of both offers, with the 
UoiChem bid valuing them at 
50 lp after a 3-5p rise m its owd 
share price to 25Sp yesterday, 


\ 


leading some observers to sug- 
gest that the German offer 
would not necessarily clinch a> 
deal Kevin Scotcher of' 
NatWest Markets said: “This is 1 
an opening shot, from what Ii 
can gather. It is certainly not 
final offer, so we can’t assume 1 
it is their last offer.” 

Tony Cooper of Greig Mid-, 
dleton said he was slightly sur-i 
prised that Gehe had come-, 
back at the same level as before. • 

“It has left UniChem with a lit-’ 
tie bit of afree hand. If they are! 
keen to acquire this».they could 1 
come back and take this now.” 

The Gehe bid was accompa- 
nied by renewed claims that the < 
value of Lloyds had been im- ! 
paired since the previous bid> 
battle. Dieter Kammerer, thei 
Gebe chairman, described the* 
renewed offer as “notably gen- 
erous. given the deterioration in 
Lloyds Chemists' performance I 
in the fast financial year.” He* 
claimed the cash offer provid-i 
ed certainty of value against^, 
UniChem terms which consist-^u 
ed largely of shares. 1 , 'm 

The German group launched ' 
a wide-ranging attack ont 
UniChem’s claims concerning 
the takeover. It said the pro for-’ 
ma gearing would rise to more* 
than 350 per cent. It also ques-l 
tioaed its rival's assumptions; 
about the potential synergies, 
saying they were “optimistic". 
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The numbers look worse and worse for Clarke 


D 3 EIJUQ 

'The threatened NHS 
crisis has been 

averted at the 

eleventh hour - but 
does this mean 
there will be no room 
at all for tax cuts?* 



to; 


Ijuuy^. UCwgUCU 

peal to oor virtne rather than oar j««.- 
eis is fast becoming a matter of financial 
necesayfiff Kenneth Clarke, rather than one 
of choice. In the bizarre and secretive man- 


ner 


corridors of Whitehall into the liglff 
of day, h has become dear that yeaenday’s 


">S o n health and education, the Govern- 
ment’s two priority areas. The t h Tgaw wi 
NHS crisis las been averted at the deventh 
hour — bat does this mean there win be no 

loom at all for tax cuts? 

Kenne th Clarke has been en g a ge d a one- 
man campaign to persuade both the Gty and 
his own party that nobody should be loot- 
ins for a big tax bonanza this year. If yon 
believe this- and half the CSty does; wfaSe 
the other half reckoos it is amply news man- 
agement to prepare the ground for a big 
giveaway - then the health and education 
spending deal reinforces the message. 

For the Budget arithmetic looks pretty 
unforgiving. The Go ve rnm ent's b or ro win g 
requirement this fmaaczalyear, the fi fth of 
the recovery, is likely to be a couple ofbfl- 
bOD higher than the Treasury’s latest fore- 
cast of £26.9bn. The massive deficits at hos- 
pitals across the country highlight how 
tongjb a task the Chancellor let m lastyear’s 
spending plans. E spc mfi nire control is never 
easy. In the 12 months before an election, 
it becomes virtually impossible. 

Hie fact that inflation has been lower than 


expected this year means that the 
cash Emits allow for a bit more growth m 
terms than expected. But iiwffl be difficul t 
to recoup the extra £500m-£lbn for health 
and any extra for education just agreed by 
the Cabinet through cuts in other depart- 
ments' sp en di ng totals. Il would not be plao- 
sBute for Mr C larke to announce cuts in the 
overall sp ending figure when he stands up 
go 26th November. Even an unchanged total 
will strain credibility. 

The Chancellor's other priority is to keep 
the profile of government borrowing on a 

downward path unthout the embarrassment 
of having to postpone a balanced budget 
until the next milfeimium. That leaves just 
two options on the tax from. Mr Clarke & 
either looking at a very modest reduction of 
a bflhan or two, perhaps a penny off the bade 
rate of income tax. Alternatively be amid 
achieve a bit more with perhaps the aboli- 
tion of inheritance tax thrown in for 
measure by raising corporate taxes. 
leave that option epen far Labour's firs 
get, after all? 

AH this forgets the rabbit lurking in the 
bottom of the Chancellor's haL ffis current 
forecasts for tax revenues are extremely cau- 
tious, revised down after the notorious 
shortfall in VAT and corporation tax receipts 
last year. Close some loopholes, point to the 
very buoyant economy, arid hey presto! Sud- 
denly the csde is squared. Mr Clarke can 
allow higher spending on hospitals and 
schools, succeed in producing prudent bor- 


rowing forecasts and justify a couple of bil- 
lion off taxes as well Magtc. 

BA may fly under a 
flag of convenience 

T his is your captain speaking. British Air- 
ways feght luO to Bombay s about to de- 
part. Those passengers with onward 
connections should contact onr global tick- 
eting headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, those 
with lost luggage complaints should direct 
their eotpocs to our weridwide bagpge cen- 
tre in Thipei and those requiring hoteireser- 
vations.will find our central marketing 

^Stbeevoxt of a sudden losscrfca^rn prcfr 
sure, you will find that this aircraft is regis- 
tered in Liberia and all the flight attendants 
are Greek, unless they are Chinese. We hope 
you enjoy the flight and lirernk you for choos- 
ing British Airways, unless of course you 
were unJndsy enough to work in the accounts 
department. 

tJAs decision to outsource 10 per cent of 

its accounting operations to the radian sub- 
continent, where qualified staff are plenti- 
ful and the wans are only a fifth of those 
back home, will be met with an under- 
standable mix of fear and trepidation among 
the rest of the workforce. 

If this is what becoming a “virtual airline" 
means, then the sky is truly the limit. If the 
books can be kept pist as easfly in Bombay 


t as Brentford then why not outsource every 
| other backroom foncam. kicked, why rtop 
I there? Engin eering and aircraft mainie- 
! nance could be done just as easily some- 
where in the Asia Pacific where the wage 
rates are low and they don't have the bur- 
den of all those soda! wage costs. Even the 
stewardesses need not be employed and paid 
according to British working practices and 
salary levels since they spend half their time 
in international airspace. 

It may be that the only wto BA can achieve 
hs target of £lbn in savings is through such 
draconian action. It does not stop it accou n ts 
clerks. Ground handling staff base already 
been told they will lose tadr jobs unless they 
take pay' cuts, the same fate is awaiting 
regional cabin crew. BA is an exceptional air- 
line. But in its pursuit of cost-cuts it is in dan- 
ger of inadvertently turning itself into an air- 
line flying under a’ flag of convenience. The 
effect would be to devalue the brand and ov- 
ate more problems than ft solves. 

Schroders could derail 
the gravy train 

f'-tartel? What cartel? Yesterdays £48m 
V^/righLs issue for Mote Group was the sec- 
ond rime in less than a week that Schroders 
has successfully tried out fts new auction sys- 
tem for sub-underwriting commissions. Un- 
til now. the City has operated a fixed 
commission system that has been eyed with 


deep suspicion by the Office ol Fair Trad- 
ing. which secs it as a nice klilc grass- train 
fur merchant banks and institution^ 

Schroders has demonstrated that there arc 
savings to be made - though not enormous 
ones - and it plans to continue fine-tuning 
the auction method in the light of experience 
with the first two. Meanwhile, fund man- 
- the people who benefit most from 
commissions - are lining up solidlr 
behind the initiative, not out ol alt raisin but 
because it looks like the best way of per- 
suading the OFT not to refer the whole mat- 
ter to the Monopolies Commission. 

Meanwhile, there is a second, less welt pub- 
licised but related initiative that aiuld prow 
equally potent a tool in defence of the under- 
writing system, and the closely related nut- 
ter of pre-emption rights, the mechanism that 
gives shareholders firs! call on any new issue. 
One reason rights issues often look expensn e 
as a way of raising capital is ih.it companies 
invariably maintain or even raise the dividend 
at tbe same time, to keep investors sweet. 

The discount in a rights issue is equiva- 
lent to a free issue of shares and so the div- 
idend really ought to be cut rather than 
maintained or raised. Otherwise, the critics 
have a point when they say rights issues are 
expensive ways of raising eapii.il. The 
National Association ol Pension Funds and 
the Association of British Insurers say they 
are receptive to flexible dividends, .ls wcil 
as lower fees. Now it is up to cumpames lo 
ad on the suggestion. 
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Economy: Whitbread and M&S promise 5,000 new jobs as tourism surges and manufacturing output rises 

Boom conditions 
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back for the high 
street and industry 


Tom Stevenson 
and Diane Coyle 


Further evidence emeiged yes- 
terday of a return to boom con- 
ditions on the high street and in 
industry as iwo of Britain's 
largest retailers promised to 
create 5,000 new jobs this year, 
tourism surged and manufoo- - gaining i ts l 1 





turing data showed the first 
quarteriy rise in output for a year. 

The feelgood factor is back 
with a vengeance, according to 
Peter Jarvis, chief executive of 
Whitbread, the brewing and 
leisure group that yesterday 
reported a 14 per cept.jijie fo 
first-half profits. With the ben- 
efits of tax cuts and better job 
security, be said he expected.tbe 
good times to rofl at tbe group’s 
restaurants, pubs and hotels 
for at least the next two years. 
Whitbread plans to create 3,000 
new jobs this year. 

Marks & Spencer added to 
the good cheer with die an- 
nouncement that it would be. 
adding 2,000 to its payroll Sales 
in its UK stores in the half year 
to September were 8 per cent 
higher and Sir Richard Green- 
bury, executive chairman, said: 
"Consumer confidence seems to : 
be returning so we are woi%g 


with suppliers to drive sales 
harder." 

Industry is starting to share 
in the economic recovery, new 
figures suggested yesterday. 
Manufacturing output rose 0.7 
per cen tin the tbe three months 
to September, its first quarter- 
ly rise for a year, virtually re- 
peak 


The favourable output fig- 
nresde&drtedfheOownnmenL 
Angela Knight, Economic Sec- 
retary to tbe Theasmy, said: “The 
^oomy days are gone and foe sun 
is shmmg oa British industry.'* 
Labour wefocitned foe news 
top, bALjifeqgaret Beckett, 
shadow trade secretary, point- 
ed out that manufacturing ont- 

COTt since 1990. Tbocwere also 
concerns that foe strength of tbe 
pound, which rose briefly above 
DM230 yesterday, conld harm 
exports. 

1 Higher estimates of produc- 
tion m July and August, along 
with early results showing that 
manufacturers built up stock 
levels in the third quarter, are 
likely to lead to an upward re- 
v&km in gross domestic prod- 
uct The prelmrinaiy estimate at 
a 0.8 per cent Increase in GDP 
was already High enough to 



have triggered last week's quar- 
ter point increase in base rates. 

Many CSty economists be- 
lieve foe strength of foe econ- 
omy’s recovery will make 
another increase in interest 
rates necessary if foe Govern- 
ment is to meet its inflation tar- 
get. "Above-trend growth in 
GDP shook! be maintained. 
ThiswiS keep upward pressure 
on hrtecest rates,” said David 
Walton al Goldman Sachs. 

Mr Jafvis said part of Whit- 
bread’s success was due to 


quoted, a recent study of 
BritamVleisure markets that 
predicted: ‘Therfoturc isfemale: 
women’s s t am p on society will 
become more marked as their- 
participation in work continues 
to grow and they begin to out- 
perform males at all levels of ed- 
ucational attainmem.” 

.. .W hitbre ad rlnminat«! the fa- 
sual eating out market in 
Britain, owning foe top three 
noaorburger chains. Beefeater, 
HazaHtuaadBrcw as Eayre.lt 
has also targeted the two fastest 


growing age groups, people 
aged between 35 and 44 audbe- 
tween 55 and 64, who have tra- 
ditionally been light users- of 
pubs but have been increasing- 
ly wooed by more astute mar- 
keting of pubs and restaurants. 
‘ Mr Jaivisato highlighted the 
rapid rise in tourist numbers vis- 
iting Britain in recent years, 
which has benefited its budget 
Travel lnn chain and foe four- 
star Marriott hotels it acquired 


last year. More than 26 million 
visitors spent an average of 
£550 each on UK holidays in 
1995 and the value of foe mar- 
ket is forecast to soar by the year 
2000 . 

Mr Jarvis said Whitbread's 
improved performance reflect- 
ed better trading conditions 
but also the company’s success 
in taking market share from its 
competitors and foe benefits of 
a heavy capital expenditure and 


acquisitions programme in re- 
cent years. 

The gains in manufacturing 
output m the third quarter were 
spread across several indus- 
tries, especially engineering. 

Production by the engi- 
neering industry rose 13 per 
cent during Jufy-September 
to reach an all-time high, dri- 
ven by record output of elec- 
trical equipment including 
computers. Computer pro- 


duction has been growing at a 
consistently strong annual rate 
of 2-4 per cent. 

There was a 1.7 per cent in- 
crease in textiles, leather and 
clothing, and smaller increases 
in output of basic metals and 
“other" manufacturing. 

Within manufacturing, output 
of the food drink and tobacco, 
nudear and chemicals industries 
declined compared with the 
second quarter. 
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» The Cable Communications Assoctationyesrerday rejected the 
new rate card proposed by BSkyB, the pay-TV giant, and called 
on foe Office of Fair Trading 10 set a “fair and reasonable frame- 
work” for the supply of Sky's channels to foe cable industry. Con- 
firming a report in yesterday’s Independent, foe industry 
unanimo usly agreed to support foe campaign to^ win concessions 
from BSkyB. Meanwhile, it emerged last night that the CCA will 
no longer handle marketing on behalf of foe-caWe industry, in 
wfaat^ was seenas an admission that a£12m joint promotional cam- 
paign starring Dawn French earlier this year bad been a failure. 
The CCA will be engaged strictly in political lobbying and reg- 
ulatory technical issues on behalf of the industry. 

• The Greenbiay code oh ^executive pay is beginning to bite , a c - 
edrding to foe annua? survey of directors’ s a la ri e s and benefits 
by actuaries Bacon & Wbodrow. It shows that pay tires among 
directors are running at 7.6 percOTL Howevoi- chief executives^ 
increases are tower, at an average d 6-6 HUM . ! The average 
main board director received a basic salary of £117329, while a 
chief executive received £204,133. 

• Estate ^ents are framing the Chancellor to leave foe hous- 
ing maiketalone in the Budget if the rally is to continue. More 
thin half of all estate agents feel the recovery is fragile and just 
over half fear the Chancellor wflJ reduce the rare at whnfo tax 
relief is riven on mortgage interest from 15 per cent to 10 per 
cent or less in foe non tax year. A sanflmproporti ontlnnte arise 
in base rates would have an adverse effect on foe mancet. 

• Nintendo, foe Japanese computer games amipaiiy, said prof- 
it feh bv more than half in the first six months sales of new 

bflfion yen (S267.9m) m tbe six months to 30 September. 
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Anglian Water pledges 
to fight windfall tax 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


An glian Water yesterday in- 
tensified foe attack by foe pri- 
vatised utilities on Labour's 
proposed windfall tax, pledging 
to mount a legal challenge to the 
policy should foe party win 
power in the next election. 

. Alan Smith, Anglian’s group 
managing director, described 
foe tax as. iniquitous and 
churned the privatised water 
firms did not have enough Sur- 
plus cash to fund it. Angfian is 
believed to have instructed 
lawyers to examine Labour’s 
outline proposals in more de- 
tail, though Mr Smith admitted 
many aspects of the policy ^ were 
stiD unknown. 

-“Ws ate dong our homework 

m trying 10 imderstand what tbe 
legal position might be. If it is 

not legal in our view, or we be- 
lieve it's in breach of JEuropean 
law, then we would certainly 
consider gcang to court,* he and. 

The commons are foe tough- 
est so far bysbne of the priva- 

' are 



Alan Smith: ‘We would 
consider going to court’ 

markedly stronger than recent 
opposition to the tax voiced by 
T hames Water. However, John 
Dcvancy, executive cfaainnan of 
Eastern Group, foe regional 
electricity company owned by 
Hanson, has previously argued 
that any responsible board of di- 
rectors would be obliged to 
challenge tbe tax's legality. 

Mr Smith made foe com- 
ments as Anglian unveiled a 
modest 55 per cent rise in half 


yeatiy profits to £132.7m and said 
ft would invest a further £34m 
in improving water distribution. 

The company raised its in- 
terim dividend payout, all of 
which comes from profits in the 
core regulated water and sew- 
erage businesses, by 14.6 per 
cent to 10.2p- However this 
was lower than the 22 per cent 
dividend increase announced by 
Thames Water last month. 

Anglian also raised foe pos- 
sibility of further job losses in 
addition to almost 900 so far. 

Losses at the company's un- 
regulated contracting and en- 

^5m^£65m between April 
atm September because of extra 
cash spent on marketing 
activities. 

Anglian has already said it in- 
tends to raise its marketing 
spending to £6m a year, but yes- 
terday admitted these busi- 
nesses would not make profits 
until the next century. 

The disclosure came as a 
surprise to CSty water analysts. 
Shares in Anglian fell 115p to 
5475p. 


BP denies human 
rights abuses 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


BP has urged authorities in 
Colombia to investigate alle- 
gations that the oil giant has col- 
laborated with human rights 
abuses committed by the coun- 
try’s armed forces. 

John Bi*owne, the chief ex- 
ecutive, insisted yesterday that 
complaints to the Colombian 
prosecutor’s office were “ab- 
solutely groundless". 

BP pays $8.6m m taxes and 
lodgings for the military guards, 
who are intended to prevent at- 
tacks on its oil installations 
from left-wing guerrilla groups. 

However, in a sign that op- 
portunities tor BP in foe coun- 
ty were deteriorating, Mr 
Browne said prospects tor fu- 
ture investments “don’t look 
very good”. 

The news emerged as BP 
strengthened its position at foe 
top of foe oil industry earnings 
league as it revealed record 
profiis in foe third quarter of the 
year and predicted that foe 
high level of oil prices which 


have helped 10 boost revenues 
would continue well into next 
year. 

Profiis on a replacement cost 
basis before exceptional items 
surged by 22 per cent in the 
three months to the end of Sep- 
tember to £650m. Taking the 
first nine months of foe year as 
a whole. BP s earnings also hit 
record levels, increasing by 28 
per cent to £1.931 bn. 

Like other oil giants, BP’s 
earnings were boosted by the 
rise moil prices, which averaged 
52030 a barrel. $230 higher 
than a year ago. Production vol- 
umes grew by 6 per cent while 
underlying profits from up- 
stream’ activities jumped by a 
third tc£761m. 

However. Mr Browne said the 
benefit from rising oQ prices had 
been more than outweighed by 
sharply lower profit margins in 
chemicals operations. 

BP increased its dividend by 
25 per cent to 5p in foe third 
quarter, foe same level us foe 
previous three-month period. 
Shares in the group edged up 
by 2p to dose at 6405p. 


Northern 
says 630p 
a share is 
too low 

Michael Harrison 


A slanging match broke out last 
night between Northern Elec- 
tric and CE Electric, the US 
consortium which has tabled a 
hostile £759m offer, over the 
value of the last takeover bid for 
the company. 

CE Electric, jointly owned by 
the Nebraskan -based CalEner- 
gy and American construction 
group Kicwit, said its &30p-a- 
share offer compared with an ef- 
fective offer of 633p in 1995 
from Trafalgar House. 

However, Northern hit back, 
saying the true value of Trafal- 
gar’s final offer bad been 732p 
and urged shareholders to re- 
ject the bid. 

In the offer document, post- 
ed yesterday, CE Electric urges 
Northern shareholders to avccpl 
the bid, warning that Northern 
faces an uncertain future from 
1998 and foe possibility of an 
£81m windfall tax demand. 

Its chairman. David Sokol 
also says in a letter to Northern 
shareholders that the payouts 
Northern produced to fetid off 
Trafalgar had significantly re- 
duced its ability to pay addi- 
tional special dividends in the 
face of a tougher regulatory en- 
vironment. 

But David Monis. foe North- 
ern chairman, responded by 
saying that CE Electric was 
trying to buy foe business on foe 
cheap. He said that accepting 
the offer would deprive share- 
holders of a second special div- 
idend of 565p payable next 
February and the interim divi- 
dend. which analysts reckon 
wfll be about 13p. 

He said: “Northern Electric 
will make a scries of important 
announcements which will build 
a compelling picture of the val- 
ue which has been created since 
we were last subject to a hostile 
offer as well as the value or the 
business going forward." 

CE Electric’s valuation of 
633p is based on taking Trafal- 
gar's original offer of £1 1 a share 
and then deducting the gross 
value of the distributions North- 
ern has made to shareholders 
and then adjusting for its sub- 
sequent 23-for-2(i share con- 
solidation. 

Northern says that the ben- 
efit of a tax credit on special div- 
idend distributions does not 
result in a corresponding Tall in 
foe value of l he company pay- 
ing those dividends because it 
is the taxpayer, not the distrib- 
uting company, that bears the 
cost of foe tax credit. 

On foal basis, foe implied bid 
price, if CE Electric were tu 
match whm Trafalgar offered, 
would be 99p higher. 

Northern held talks with CE 
Electric prior to foe launch of 
the hid and said an offer had 
been discussed at around a 
price of 700p a share. CE Elec- 
trie denies this. 


NatWest’s Hong Kong joint venture called off 


Peter Rodgers 

Rnandaf Editor 


A " joint .venture between 
NaiWest Markets and Peter 
Woo Xwong-Ching, a leading 
Hong Kong businessman, has 
ended io co ngo v c ra y after only 
a year of operation. 

NaiWfcst ifcikets saidyes- 
terday that it is^td buy.full con- 
trol of Wheelock NaiWest, 
which is 50 percent owned by 


Wheelock, foe conglomerate 
Mr Wbo controls. 

The failure of the arrange- 
ment with Mr Wbo after such 
a brief period could be embar- 
rassing for NatWest’s ambi- 
tionsin Hong Kong, because he 
is one of thciead'mg candidates 
for the post of chief executive 
following the return to Chinese 
sovereignty next year. 

Nat West bkuned foe decision 
on foe increasing risk of oper- 


ating a partly owned trading 
business m foe Ear East and said 
it had concluded it was best for 
it to become a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the bank. The 
50:50 jomt venture was an- 
nounced in 1994 and began op- 
erating in tbe second half of last 
year, 

Hong Kong sources said the 
announcement ended a short 
and bumpy association between 
NatWest and Wheelock. 


NatWest denied a report that 
Mr Wbo had angrily telep ho ned 
Lord Alexander, chairman of 
NatWest, to complain about the 
way foe joint venture had been 
operated. 

But it refused to comment on 
dahnsthai n had upset Mr Wbo 
by not idling him of plans to buy 
Gartmore, the fund manage- 
ment group, which owns a com- 
peting Hour Kong business. It 
confirmed that foe acquisition 


of Gartmore had led to the clo- 
sure of the fund management 
business of Wheelock NatWest 
at the end of last week. 

NatWest Markets said re- 
cent trading scandals around foe 
world had made it more diffi- 
cult for joint ventures to oper- 
ate under British rales in Asian 
markets with the highest 
growth, such as equity and de- 
rivatives trading. 

“We did recognise at a very 


early stage that there was a cer- 
tain amount of risk we could ac- 
commodate within the joint 
venture vehicle." John Howlund- 
Jackson. NatWest Markets’ 
newly appointed chairman for 
Aria Pacific, said in Hong Kong. 

"We were perhaps not bar- 
gaining on a series of events 
around foe world in a variety of 
traded markets that would cause 
such scrutiny of trading busi- 
nesses." he said. 
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M&S is forced to look overseas 


Marks & Spencer remains the super- 
tanker of UK retailing, but its overseas 
expansion programme is taking the 
stores group into uncharted waters. Led 
by its 'irascible captain. Sir Richard 
(jreenbuiy, the group mil this year 
double capital expenditure on its for- 
eign stores to around £120m or roughly 
a third of the total budgeted spend of 
£350m. Around half the increase in 
space planned for 1996-97 will be 
overseas, which represents a step 
change on previous years. 

In the past. Marks has been content 
to allow its relatively small North 
American and European operations to 

chug along while the UK made ail the 
running. But half-year figures yester- 
day gaye a due to the imperative which 
is driving the group overseas. Pre-tax 
profits 12 per cent higher at £430m in 
the six months to September disap- 
pointed the market, sending the shares 
down 2 tip to 4&3p. 

Sales in the UK climbed 8.4 per cent 
to £2.84bn in the half, a healthy per- 
formance even after stripping out the 

effects of new stores, whim would prob- 
ably reduce that figure by 1 percent- 
age point or so. 

Yet despite the top line growth, op- 
erating margins refused to budge 
above an admittedly highly respectable 
12 per cent. Indeed costs rose around 
9 per cent in the period, wrongfooting 
some analysts. 

Marks took on an extra 1.500 staff 
last year and is in the throes of adding 
another 2250, increasing UK staff 
numbers by around 6 percent this year. 
That looks generous against the 3 per 
cent rise in store space expected and 
it is dear that, despite signs iof a revival 
in consumer spending in Britain, 
Marks at least thinks it will have to 
work harder in terms of service to won 
and maintain the loyalty of shoppers. 

Such prudence is probably justified, 
given recent sales trends. Clothing, 
footwear and gifts, still the backbone 
of the business, turned in a sound 8.8 
per cent rise to £1.51bn in the six 
months. Home furnishings, up 27 per 
cent off a low base to £104m, is tank- 
ing ahead on the back of the revived 
housing market. 

But although Marks has retained its 
market share, the food sector, up 6.6 
per cent, remains under pressure. 
Volume growth decelerated between 
the first and second quarters and 
prices are also not rising as fast as they 
were. 

These are probably quibbles now, but 
Marks is right to be thinking of the fir- 
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cure. Sir Richard's boast that there are 
80 places in the UK where a new store 
or extension could double sales just 
demonstrates the constraints on fur- 
ther expansion in the home market. Yet 
the latest £12.9m profits from overseas 
businesses, hailed as their first mean- 
ingful contribution, have taken years 
to achieve and are expensive. Open- 
ing costs for four new stores in Europe 
werefo.Sm. or 61 percent of first-half 

turnover. 

Profits of around £l.lbn this year 
would put the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of 18. High enough for now. 

Whitbread 
shows the way 

These were good figures from Whit- 
bread, but so they should have been 
against an increasingly benign con- 
sumer background. They looked doubly 
good because there were improvements 
across the board and no banana skins. 

At the top end of expectations, the re- 
sults. showing a rise in underlying pre- 
tax profits from £155 .7m to £1 77.5m, 
helped the shares rise 5-5jp yesterday to 
dose at 746p. within striking distance of 
their ail time high and more than twice 
the level they traded at four years ago. 

After a 15 per cent rise in earnings 
per share to 27-lp, the interim dividend 
rose 9 per cent to 6.25p. 

Whitbread is proving itself to be a 


really intelligent company, way ahead 
of its peers in the way it has thought 
strategically about where the British 
leisure pound is going and how it can 
grab an increasingly fatter slice of that 
growing market. Perhaps it is a re- 
flection of bis time at Unilever dream- 
ing up Captain Birdseye, bnt Peter 
Jarvis appears to have a better grasp 
than most of the significance of de- 
mographic shifts and changes in the 
public’s aspirations. 

Whenever the company has bought 
itsdf into new ruches of the leisure mar- 
ket, whether fitness through David 
Lloyd or semi-sophisticated urban eat- 
ing out through Pelican, it has been able 
to defend the move (and its cost) with 
empirical evidence of the market 
forces that will make the deal work. 
Whitbread may occasionally be guilty 
of paying over the odds to secure a po- 
sition, but it has always been right to 
take it. 

As a result, Whitbread has become 
Britain's dominant retailer in drinks, 
eating out and accommodation, with 
an unrivalled portfolio of brands from 
Marriott and Travel Inn to Beefeater 
and Brewers Riyre, from Thresher and 
Pizza Hut to Cafe Rouge and Costa 
Coffee. Brewing now accounts for a 
small proportion of profits, but even 
in that traditional core Whitbread has 
sensibly focused on the growing take- 
home market, where its strong Stella 
Artois and Heineken brands are in- 
creasingly successfuL 

On the basis of forecast profits of 


MARKS & SPENCER: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £13.6bn. share price 483p 


Trading record 

1994 

199S 1996 

1995 

1996 

1 — 

-Ftiyrar — , 

r- Half year n 

| Turnover 



mm 

;353 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

852 

924 966 

385 

430 

iL'rfranas ox share :'oencel 



10.4 

DMdends per share (penes) 

9.2 

10.3 11.4 

3.0 

33 


Sales break-down (£m) 


UK Food 1,228 


UK Home hmfehkns 
104 




p Continental Europe 200 350 

1 — Rest of the World 

l 880 - 4 300 

I UK Financial 

services 98.1 
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B 20 m to next February and £360m the 
following year, the shares trade on a 
prospective pricc/earnings ratio of 15 
falling to 1325. That is not demanding 
for a company so well placed to ben- 
efit from rising leisure Spending. A 
good long-term hold. 

Majestic start 
for wine chain 

Majestic Wine, the UK’s largest wine 
warehouse chain, priced its forthcom- 
ing AIM flotation at 160p yesterday, 
putting a value of £20.4m on the en- 
larged group. First indications are 
that the issue has been about three 
times subscribed, which should augur 
well for first dealings next Monday- 

Majestic operates 61 specialist wine 
warehouses selling wine by the case to 

anaffhirar )qp{tp 4^ffl abl* f’tw»nf^U» AIT 

its outlets are relatively large, with their 
own car parking, and the chain attempts 
to differentiate itself from the super- 
markets on the one hand and off-li- 
cences on the other with a wide range, 
wine tasting every day mid informed staff 
who help customers make a selection 
rather than just take their money. 

The intention is to use the £4. 4m pro- 
ceeds of the placing to roll out a fur- 
ther eight stores a year to expand the 
chain from its heavy bias on London 
and the South-east 

The financial record is impressive, 
with operating profit before one-off dis- 
tortions rising smartly from £449,000 
in the year to March 1994 to £812,000 
in 1995 and £1.2m in the year to last 
April. During that time the portfolio 
has grown from 44 warehouses to 61. 

One of the problems in valuing 
Majestic is that there are no compa- 
rable companies on the market. Most 
of the off-licence chains, such as 
Thresher and Victoria Wine, are part 
of larger leisure groups (Whitbread and 
Allied Domecq), and much of the wine 
trade is now conducted through su- 
permarkets, with the rest through pri- 
vate independent concerns. 

On the basis of forecasts from Ma- 
jestic’s nominated broker, Williams de 
Broe, the shares are being placed on 
a multiple of 17 or 18 times fully di- 
luted earnings per share. That seems 
fairly ambitious, given the heavyweight 
opposition Majestic is up against, but 
the company appears to occupy a niche 
and a continuation of recent growth will 
soon bring that rating lower. - 



Here’s a blast from the past 
Wflliam “WHUe"’ Stern, once 
Britain's biggest bankrupt, 
and his son, Mark Stem, are 
facing proceedings to 
disqualify them as directors 
of public companies by the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry. - 

Mr Stem won fame in 
1974 when his WHstar 
property group collapsed 
and he was made personally 

bankrupt for £1 1 8m, a UK 
record. That record passed 
to Rajcndra Sethia in 1979, 
who went down for £140m. 
Then Kevin Maxwell took up 
the baton with his £4065m 
bankruptcy in 1992. 

. The DTI launched 
proceedings against Willie 
and Mark Stem on 24 
October this year in relation 
to Westminster Property 
Management and other 
companies. The Inland . . 
Revenue issued a winding up 
order against Westminster 
on 26 October 1994. and the 
DTTs disqualification 
proceedings will begin in . 
court on 13 January. 

A DTT spokesman said 
that “generally, 
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comments which I made last • 
Thursday did not fulfil that 
obligation”. 

The events refer to last 
week's EGM called by 
Professor Sikka to discuss • 
greater democracy at Acca. 
All went off quietly enough. 

- all reform motions were 
heavOy defeated as usual. 

Then up stood Mr Waits, 
in line to be Acca president 
in about 15 months' time. 

Mr Waits laid into Professor 
Sikka, accusing him of being 



are brought because a 
director is thought to be 
unfit to run a public 
company”. ' .. . 

The dozy world of 
accountancy was electrified 
yesterday as a renegade 
professor claimed the head 
of one of the profession's 
leading figures. 

Jim Waits, vice-president 
of the Chartered Association . 
of Certified Accountants 
(Acca), tendered his 
resignation because of 
comments he made last 
week about Prem Sikka, a 
professor of accountancy at 
Essex University. 

Mr Waits said in his 
resignation note that the 
Acca was right to expect its 
officers to uphold the high 
standing of the association 
and “unintentionally, 


William Stern: DU wants to 
disqualify him and his son 

anti-Semitic for seeking 
EGMs on a Saturday, sexist 
and racist, and suggesting he 
form his own organisation, 
called something like the 
Worldwide Association of 
Non-Chartered Certified 
Accountants. 

Happily, Professor Sikka 
is in a conciliatory mood 
about what he calls “bar- 
room type language” said 
he forgives Mr Waits and 
urges that “everybody get 
back to the issues". 

The professor adds that he 
was disappointed by the 
behaviour of an officer of a 
professional body and hoped 
Mr Waite would resign from 
the council, too. “If I ever 
needed to make my point 
about the need to get rid of 


leadership based on buggins* 

. turn, this is it,” ho said. 

Sir Richard Greenbury, 
executive chairman of the 
mighty Marks & Spencer, 
insisted his staff should be 
more polite to customers 
yesterday - just as he 
slapped down our own ' 
correspondent for the 
impertinence of asking more 
than one supplementary 
question. 

Sir Richard, when asked 
bv a German journalist 
yesterday what expansion 
plans he had for Germany, 
where Marks's has just 
opened its first store, said; 
“Our expansion plans are 
dictated by the pace at which 
we can acquire sites. If you 
have any lmowledgc or any 
inside tracks on where we 
can obtain sites in any one of 
16 cities, please telephone 
Keith Oates [deputy 
chairman].” 

M&S should be helped by 
liberalisation of German 
shopping hours, which until 
recently have been short. 

Now Teutonic shops can stay 
open until 4pm on Saturdays 
and 8pm on weekdays. 

Richard Nortbcott has won 
the Alternative Best Use of 
AIM award from XheAlM 
Newsletter for making the. 
most money oat of the 
market. Andrew Griffiths, 
editor of AIM Newsletter . : d 

said: “He has shepherded no " 
fewer than three businesses 
to AIM this year." 

Mr Northcotfs best- 
known winner is Pet City, 
which made him £2fL5m 
recently. 

AIM Newsletter quotes a 
friend of Mr Northcott's as 
saying: “He will be 
delighted. He likes people to 
know how well he is doing." 

John Wiflcock 
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EPS 

DMdead 

tagla 

413m (372m) 

132Jm (125 An) 

46JP(41*I) 

IQXp (BXp) 

Mny(F) 

305.6m (267m) 

32Xm (34.0m) 

2DXp(21.4p) 

5X5p(5J25p) 

Brtasb Airways ty 

4.381*1 (4.03bn> 

470m (430m) 

39. 7p (33 Xp) 

425p (-) 

BrtM Mntana (N) 

-H 

”2X71*1 p.28to) 

37Xp (23Xp) 

5Xp(4Ai) 

CmtwLaad (F) 

8-D6BI (7.58m) 

1-5m(-GX4m) 

2Xp(-8Xp) 
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3.06m [2.98m} 

980,000 (940X00) 

9X9(9.79} 
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162-5m (126 An) 

81 An (63.6m) 

30Xp(24Xp) 

10. Op (EXp) 

Msrti * Spacer (0 

3S3bn {3.23*1} 

430.1m (387.1m) 

10.4pj9.3p) 

3Xp(3Xp) 

Powerman 1st (1) 

1513m (121 -Om) 

20.45m (17.08m) 

17Xp(14Xp) 

2-Bp (2Xp) 

Strstatrai Grown 

131.1m (90.72m) 

-3.03m (4X5m) 

-Mp(19Xp) 

2p(4p) 

Wbfttmdty 

1-SOta (1.33bn) 

177 An (15S.7m) 

27.1 Op (23.66p) &25p(5.75p) 
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Cheese and spreads push up Dairy Crest profits 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Buoyant trading from its 
cheeses, spreads and fresh dairy 
products arm helped newly 
floated Dairy Crest make op for 
declining sales and profits from 
its Ingredients and doorstep 
milk delivery operations in the 
six months to September. 

Dairy Crest, which came to 
the market in August, an- 
nounced overall pre-tax profits 


of £163m, compared with 
£15.4m in the comparable half- 
year period. Earnings per share 
rose from 9Jp to l(L5p and 
there was a maiden interim div- 
idend of 3.26p. 

The group figures disguised 
sharply different performances 
from the two divisions, however. 
Consigner foods enjoyed a 
surge in sales from £l783m to 
£2183m from which profits of 
£12.9m were struck, a 42 per 
cent increase on the £9.1m 


recorded in 1995. Food ser- 
vices suffered from an 8 per cent 
decline in sales to JQ 633m and 
operating profits were £l.lm 
lower at £6.4m. 

Consumer foods, increasing- 
ly Dairy Crest's strategic focus, 
. benefited from a trend towards 

matim p. and farmhouse charldar 

cheese, which helped espand the 
XJK retail market by 15 percent 
to an annual value of £470m- 
The recent acquisition of 
Mendip helped the division. 


but even without it profits were 
25 per cent higher. The oper- 
ating margin in consumer foods 
widened from 54 percent to5.9 
percent 

In Food Services, the contin- 
uing decline of doorstep deliv- 
eries of milk was exacerbated by 
a reversal of last year's strong 
market prices for commodity in- 
gredients sold to food manu- 
facturers. Conditions in the 
division are expected to be no 
better in the second half, taking 


the shine off an expected con- 
tinuation of the improvement on 

the consumer side. 

Despite the problems facing 
Food Services during the halt 
cash flow remained strong with 
an inflow from operations of 
£202m. That had contributed to 
a redaction in debts taken on as 
part of a capital reconstruction 
ahead of the flotation. Gearing 
atthe half-year stage was 16 per 
cent 

Dairy Crest's shares, which 


were placed at a controversial- 
ly low price of 155p a share, leapt 
in first dealings to more than 
190p but have done little since. 

Even though farmers were 
given 70 per cent of the shares 
in Dairy Orest, formerly the pro- 
cessing arm of the Milk Mar- 
keting Board, the sharp rise in 
early dealings convinced many 
that institutions should have 
paid more for their stake. g 

Yesterday they dosed 45p J? 
lower at 199p. “ ' % 
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RUGBY UNION: England have a new captain who leads by example. C hris Hewett reports 


Wales sn 



Softy who 


conceals a 


hard centre 


T hey call him “Blouse” in 
the Bath dressing- room, a 
thoroughly disrespectful 
reference to the fact that PhO 
de Glanville is far too pretty, 
and gets injured far too often, 
for his own good. Things are 
about to change, though, for it 
will take a brave player, certainly 
one with limited international 
ambitions, to wield that nick- 
name now. 

Not that England's new rug- 
by captain is short of a sense of 
humour, far from it. But en- 
gagingly approachable and pop- 
ular as he may be, De Glanville 
is no one's idea of a soft touch. 
Indeed. Jack Rowell has prob- 
ably chosen the toughest char- 
acter of the lot to lead his 
charges through the minefield 
of the immediate post-Will Car- 
ling era. 

Listen to John HaJl, De 
Glanville 's forerunner as Bath 
captain and now his team man- 
ager. "People ask if we still have 
the hard edge in our side, the 
old mean streak. 1 tell them to 
watch Phil. He does a fantastic 
job in lenns of motivation and 
leadership and I speak as some- 
one who has played under some 
of the most strong-minded peo- 
ple imaginable." 

Bui De Glanville has never 
needed others to fight bis cor- 
ner for him. Unlike Carling, 
who's now notorious "old farts*’ 
jibe at members of the Rugby 
Football Union was less re- 
markable in terms of content 
than in the fact that it was voiced 
by so guarded a character, the 
new man has pungent views on 
all things rugbv ana is quite pre- 
pared to express them. 

One of the players' represen- 
tatives during the original falling- 
out between the leading elute 
and the Rugjby Football Union 
last spring, he has been a tren- 
chant critic of the governing 
body's shambolic efforts to ease 


the transition to professkmalisD. 
He also stands up to be count- 
ed on the issue of violence; 
when half a dozen All Black 
boots ripped into his face during 
a brutal New Zealand tour 
match with the South-West Di- 
vision at Redruth in 1993, he was 
not frightened to point the fin- 
ger. Neither was he frightened to 
renew acquaintances with the 
self-same pack of forwards less 
than a month later. 

Renowned as a brilliant de- 
fensive centre, both as an indi- 
vidual tackier and a back-line 
organiser, De Glanville arrived 
at Bath afterwinning an Oxford 
Blue in 1990. There were early 
injury setbacks - his nose stiU 
points at an angle dictated by the 
knee of dub-mate Andy Robin- 
son, with whom he collided 
during a divisional match in 
London - but there was no se- 
rious doubt that he would live 



p 


£ 



up to his England Students and 
England Under-21 pedigree. 




England Under-21 pedigree. 

His frill international debut 
came in 1992, when he replaced 
the injured Carling during the 
later stages of the 33-16 victo- 
ry over South Africa at Twick- 
enham. When his Bath midfield 
partner, Jeremy Guscott, was 
forced to sit out the whole of the 
1993-94 campaign because of 
chronic groin trouble, he was giv- 
en an extended run in the Eng- 
land team and came close to 
breaking up the Cariing-Guscott 
axis once and for all during the 
World Cup last year. 

Ironically, it was on the day 
that Carling was axed, tem- 
porarily as it turned out, from the 
national captaincy for his RFU 
outburst - RUdngton Cup final 
day, 1995 -that De Glanville un- 
derlined his obvious leadership 
credentials. Hall, his club skip- 
per, was forced out through in- 
jury at the last minute and after 
Bath had stampeded all over 
Wasps at Twickenham, the 



Scott Quinnell yesterday turned 
his back cm Wales by breaking 
off financial talks between" his 
agent. Mite Burton, and the 
Welsh Rugby Union. 

QuinneJl has been hi dispute 
with the Welsh Rugby Union 
over payment since be returned 
to union from Wigan rugby 
league dub last summer. . 

At one stage, the 23-year-old 
Richmond back row forward 
went on international strike in 
protest at wbat he termed un- 
fair treatment, and was . not 
considered for "Wiles* earty- 
season internationals against 
France and Italy. 

“I am surprised and disap- 
pointed that the WRU have 
changed the basis of their offer 
to me for the third time," said 
Quinnefi, who won nine caps in 
1993 and 1994_ 

“I had accepted their latest 
offer, even though it was still 
some way short of the financial 
package being offered to play- 
ers currently playing for Welsh 
clubs. 

“I was prepared to make 
font sacrifice to wear die red jer- 
sey again, but this latest turn- 
about by the WRU is most 
distressing. 7 ’ 

Burton, the former England 
and Lions prop, has been m de- 
tailed negotiation with the 
WRU director of rugby, “forty 
Cobner, for six months, and it 
is understood Quinnefi was of- 
fered a £20,000 lump sum, plus 


a £4,000 match fee and £4,000 
win bonus. 

- Contracted WRU players* 
currently cam a basic £30,000. 
phis various assorted appear - 1 
afice fees and win bonuses. 

Buxton said: “I am almost as. 
disappointed as Scott at the. 
tnesdodown in these talks. While 
qo animosity exists between ! 
Seott and the WRU, we are re- 
ined to the fact that Scott will 
not play international rugby 

this season. 

"I have talked to Fran Cat- 
ion, manager of the Lions for 
next summer’s tour to South - 
Africa; and he is quite prepared : 
to assess Scott on his clab form ' 
when considering his party to - 
take on the Springboks.’" 

•• Quinnefi; who was tipped to • 
return when the Wales coach. ■ 
Kevin Bowring, announces his 
team for next month’s Test : 
against Australia, said he felt 
sympathy for other English- 
based wish players like Har- 
lequins’ Gareth Llewellyn and 
the Bath franker Richard Web- 
ster. 

“I feel sony for tbc other lads - 
playing their club rugby in Eng- 
land, because they are being 
asked to accept so much less 
than Whles-based players who 
will be wearing the same jersey 
on match day,” he claimed.. 

“It is very 1 unfair, but more - 
distressing is the unprofession - 1 
al way that negotiations have 
been conducted by the WRU.” - 
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Dwyer criticises England 


Phil de Glanville enjoys the first flash of the limelight at Twickenham yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


stand-in leader sought out his bit- 

f airly manhandled him up the 
steps to receive the trophy. It was 
the first and only time that any- 
one forced Hall to do anything. 

Although De Glanville had 
been a clear candidate for the 
England captaincy from the mo- 


ment Carling quit last March, it 
was not until mid-afternoon on 
Monday that Rowell phoned to 
offer him the job. The coach had 
delayed his announcement, not 
just because of the continuing 
strife cm the political front bat be- 
cause he was worried that his 
choice would not recover from 


knee trouble in time to face Italy 
on 23 November. When De 
Glanville came through un- 
scathed for Bath against, of all 
people, the Italian side Treviso 
on Saturday, there was no longer 
any need to prolong the suspense. 

"Before making my decision. 
I spoke to the multi-cap play- 


ers who were not candidates for 
the captaincy ted they all 
leaned towards Phil,” Rowell 
said yesterday. One thing is for 
sure; when those players need 
him to, their new captain will 
lean over backwards to protect 
their interests both on and off 
the field. 


Leicester have selected Will 
Greenwood and Richard Cocfc- 
erillfor tonight's Anglo-Welsh 
Cup match at Neath, despite an 
Englan d squad session being 
staged just hours earlier. 

Bob Dwyer, the Tigers coach, 
has openly criticised England’s 
international match prepara- 
tions, claiming his players need 
the latest Bisham Abbey work- 
out “like a bole in the head”. 

“When you are playing two 
tough games a week, this sort 
of thing does not make life any 
easier, " he said. “If the England 
administration thinks we are 
teaching the players wrong techr 
niques, then they axe welcome 
to talk to us about iL 

“My view is that we are 


prep a ring the current Leicester ■ 
side well, and there is no need * 
for this session. When I was ~ 
Australian coach, 1 hardly ever, 
saw my players until three days 
before a fost” 

Leicester, unbeaten after two 
Anglo-Welsh matches, retain six - 
of the ade who finished last Sat- 
urday’s European Cup victory . 
over Llanelli. ■’ 

Cardiff will not switch their : 
Heineken European Cup quar- 
ter-final against Bath on 16' 
November from their -own . 
Anns Park ground to the neigh- 
bouring National Ground. The 
dub grramd can hold 12,000 and 1 - 
it is anticipated that nearly ' 
30,000 spectators could have' ; 
been attracted to the tie. 










I FANTASY 


: \°day we pt&lish the laf^resHffiis 

- our Independent Fantasy Foo§jj| 

I game, supported by Philips En a| 
Saver Light Bulbs. J 

listed below you will find two scores.Thd 
12 (Wk 12)* column shows, all poftjts scored i 






tratt on Sungayi-v^ . : * 

[overall Top®? 

wfcry Wcd&sdayand agaifron Sunday. 


WiBb&print- 


Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top 


League Table 


matches' pkyed-betweetf Monday-2# [October. and ooudrObns aar previg ti^ r pushed and 

Sunday 3 November indusive. The OveiiallfO^. ivsilabie Upon request !*;.;£*’ 
column shows the total amount oF'p^ptt ;? ^ v ~ ' *^7^1**, > 
scored in all matches played from Saturda/17 JMMMCT j i j -1 1 
August - Sunday 3 November. 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 27 OCTOBSt 


1 Mr Chris Scott 

2 Mr S.A Scott V." 

3 Mr John Coxs 

4 . . Mr C Barry 

4 Mrs A Vickers 
6 Mr Aaron Jones , 

6 Mr Paul dazzard 

8 Mr Keith Horry 

9 Mr G Jones 

lO ... Mr. Starve Basnacr 

10 Mr R Northcroft 

12 Mr S Kfog 

13 Mr Husam Sathry 

14 Mr T; 

14 Mr Steven Hart 
14 . _MrC Britton •; 

17 Mr John Perkins 


Bruce Lee FC 365 

Southfill F C ^ 359 

Magic..,. 356 

355 


We are also publishing our Top SO League table 
(see left). It lists the overall top scoring Inde- 
pendent Fantasy Football managers and -their 
teams for matches played between Saturday 17 
August - Sunday 27 October. . 

Results wifi be published every Wsdnesdayin The 


4 points jar a goal ■ 4 points jar a goalkeep- 
erf defender dean sheet ■ 3 points for a success- 
ful assist nl point when a player is selected and 
{days Ml point fen a winning goal M3 points for 
a manager win, I point for a drawn Lose 1 point 
for a yellow card n Lose 3 points for a red card 


|She overall winner at the will ; 

S|be the entrant who has accnl&Ifriare points than \ 
-T any othet^fodependent Fantasy RxitbaD team in • : 
5 that tk^wmtbe ultimabeprize - a trip to the 
1998 TOrridCupin Ranee. Tmwinner, plus com- 
panion, will see all the adSqjn of a quarter-final 
and a semi-Tnid of their choice, pais the final •’ •*. 
^JfeLaddition, the hkjh^ .scxjring team each^.' 
^ monthw® wina pafroffidists to one of Eng- - 
u land’s World Cup quS^^games aUWembley. - - 
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« MONTH 2 PRIZEWINNER 

«^Gongratulatidos to our second mfihtb’s winner Tbny ; 
Hama, from Isleworth, Middlesex whohas scored 
,152 points with his team Hanna’s Heroes. He has 
Won a pair of tickets to see England vltaly on 12 
februaiy 1997. The second month’s priae is for match- 
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I'm off to France Unified 
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Mr Adam Hogg 
MrABuntan 
Dr lom Boyle 
Mr Mark SheNvty 
Mr P Fran ken cal 
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Samoa 
prove too 
tough for 

students 

Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 
Oxford University 
Western Samoa 



27 

58 



. fey Road yes- 

tenJay. The Dark Blues win 

wake np blade and bhie after an 

entertaining match a 

ferocious side boasting some 
half a dozen internatio nal.: 

The students were rather 
unlucky to get Western Samoa 
on the rebound from a faam- 
jnexn^g at the hands of Shracens 
on Saturday. With only one 
moremaich, against Munster on 
Saturday, before they take on 
Ireland the tourists adopted a 
tough approach to this match. 

They still found Oxford a 
handful. The Oxford scrum 
learned valuable lessons and im- 
proved throughout and the line- 
outs ware never a procession of 
possession for the tourists. Oul- 
side-half James Averis, three 
months into his return follow- 
ing 18 months out with cruciate 
ligament damage to a knee, 
put in a classy and mature per- 
formance. His kicking style, 
measured, easy and most im- 
portant erf all, accurate, be- 
trayed some concentrated 
session work with the kicking 
jAguru, Dave Aired, and Rob An- 
“drew during his rehabilitation. 
AiAveris helped himself to 17 
ftints. including a well-taken try 
in the first half, and the second 
of his three conversions nosed 
Oxford ahead for seven minutes 
near the start of the second half. 
But the bodily hardness and the 
very size of the tourists and their 
fearsome tackling told as they 
ran in ejght tries, six of them af- 
ter the interval as the Dark 
Blues began to feel the pace. 

Oxford can take heart from 
the way they tackled. They have 
probably never had to make 
quite so man; in a game, and 
will never have been hit quite 
so hard. One tackle by a 
Samoan on full-back Richie 
Maher folded him in two. Re- 
markably he recovered his wind 
and finished the game Eke his 
colleagues, in spirited fashion. 

Both sides showed a willing- 
ness to run the bafl;evefrfr6fai 
lockable penalties. Althougfra 
bit of niggle crept in at the end, 
the referee, Cfcns Reeks, quick- 
ly doused the sparks, showing 
Afa Leu’n ayeQow card towards 
the end. 

Oxfanf Uoirartaty: Trie*- Auens, Smart, pen- 
alty fly; Gommataa* Anris 3; taatea* terete 
2. Waatem Swnotc THao Patu 2. fttiakte 2. 

K Feeunaa, Toeta. Tcteafaa; “ ' — 

S: Pwatftfea Tsnoat 2. 

iw-~tD UMVERSffYt R Maher (Uflwwsityl: 
Smart (Trinity). J Hfcxxtot Mans&ekft, 8 
3m M**, R Brawne (Unkrerafe* J Mode 
(St Ootsi, N Hogan (Mwicri): J MS (Mer- 

CoUa^J.J Britton (New Cottage. C McCarthy 

J RnoagMi Oeaus. SO) tor EbantaMr. 
WESTERN SMKW: V PStu; A So'oato. 8 
Leaupepo, M Ftctalofa, FTtwtt; FTanora. v 
WKBmy, T Lenta. A Lni*u, M RWW> 
leapt), LTone, S VaR, KTUMfco, SMh *■- 
ijMmrir lBa.mil farSnfh. 48; P Laran- 
ii for Fteidy. 61; P Rl farPatU, 6U T Fttolua 
tor Laeucepe, 67. 

Roferow: C Reeks fFtomei. 

Towers' 
chance to 
progress 

BastotbaW 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

London Towers must capitalise 
on the absence ofVerana’s lead- 
ing scorer Mike Iuzzolino at 
Wembley Court tonight to r~*“ - 
their clanns fora' top-four f 
in their European Cup group and 

f lace in the knock-out stage. 
London suffered two defeats 
their first five games, but a 
weakened Verona are ideal op- 
poaeats to begin foe second half 
of their fixtures. Iuzzolino, foe 
former Dallas Maverick, was in- 
jured in Verona's last Itahan 
League fixture. • . • 

Tbwcre lost 76-48 against 
Verona in their opening^mp 
game without the injured Eng- 
land internationals Kari Brown 
and 6ft lOin NeviBe Austin.^ Vio- 
foty tomtit ami in ^eir twowh- 


^So<xto. 

.pianoait 


G«Mg*a and Yugoslavia’s Frid- 

gorica, will assure a top-four fin- 


games in Turkey and Himg^iy- 
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891 261 + 





Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Fot many years the B^eedexs* 
Cop series has been teffing Ea- 
r°pean runners that Uiw are 
rather like fish flap ping nn the 
river bank when they are hauled 

out of their own environment, 
and me Melbourne Cup s be- 
gmning to lake chi die sana ap- 
peaL Vmt^e Crop set the float 
twitching when he was suo- 
cessfiil for Ireland three years 
^o, bat in Australia yesterday 
the three travellers from the 
northern hemisphere showed 
what a huge achievement Vin- 
tage Crop’s win was when fin- 
ishing down the field behind 
Saintly, who had nm been sent 
across (be time zones. Grey Shot 
was seventh, the fav iourit e Os- 
car Schindler 15 th, while Court 
Of Honour beat just two of the 
22 runners borne. 

It was another day when the 
equine driHs<if Michael Ki nao e, 
Oscar Schindlers jockey, were 
brought into question. Kinane, 
who partnered Vintage Crop to 
victory in 1993. was the recipi- 
ent of the sort of abase you 
would not give an enam dog 
when defeated on the same 
horse the following year, his 
judgement was again under 
scrutiny in Victoria last nigh t. 

The jockey had persuaded 
Oliver Lehane, Oscar Schin- 
dler’s owner, to tackle as- 
signment m preference to the 
Breeders' Cup Turf at Wood- 
bine, in which a horse he had 
finished alongside in the Pits de 
1’Arc de Triomphe, Pflsudski, 
was successful 

Just after the field swung 
into the Fleming! on straight, 
however, Kinane knew be would 


be additssiag a posHnoriem. 
‘'Yonhaycto take a stand and 
mafceadedaOD > *hesaid* r We 
fett, not just me but the trainer 
too, foaribe wasfoe right horse. 
AtJffi^jestyoowoutohatBe ex- 
pected him to best them. 

"Tasked fam far an effort 
cQSDQRODtef^E.bonattnibot 
isMfflpstt&edLthBMsaifc- 
appaycbnqriandJhaiie aoa- 
enset Maybe the tong year has 
kl *wW n in ban as he has 
wtoccAprflr 

Oscar -Sender's ^oomy 
1 have been pre- 
dSeted feife made rir® as he 
stroderogsiam faint oft 
IQOyOBOcO tg^ iBi a n d p-iwfoper- 

■ ’ 1 ■ "u,; i fef*" 1 •- 

«aCHARP>BWOMDSON 
. NAFrMastorOroheatra 


, 

< NawAo n Abbot 3-25) 

suading impenonsne6&. Tho 
of Peter Chamle- 
i Cdrhi Of Honoiar were 
tasheper- 
Qce a dancer, hot 
Grey act, laa Bri e fin gs ramer; 
looked co m pose d . 

Pat Eddesy may base been 

ror is not ‘ 

m the Amroodeswtmn 1 
GreyShcaintoateadhq(posri- 
ktt from which there codd be 
fade criridsm. He ai least takes 


ing." be said “Bnl it’s jna a 
shame he doesn’t like fast 
ground. The speed horses came 
and got him fora turn of foot." 

The speediest was Saintly, an 
8-1 shot who gave Bart Cum- 
mmg shis 10th win in tbe racc, 
a tribute to bis training abilities 
and longevity. “I was very im- 
pressed with the way be [Samt- 

M quickened," Eddery said 
“He came there ouising, he let 
hnn g» and he took off. fit's ob- 
rionsfy a bigh-dass horse.” 

Jnst how talented Saintly is 
may be revealed when he tack- 
les the Japan Cup this month. 
Brmsb horses william get their 
chance to pot a missile in his 
structure in Ibkyo. Until then, 
68-yeairoid Cummings can bad 

in this ac hi evement and polish 
the trophy that was struck to cel- 
ebrate his milestone. “This is 
very special and I savour ft 
very much," be said. 

Dana Beadman, the win- 
ning rider, was capturing the 
race for the second tsneand the 
name of his motmt was rather 
ironic far a mao who was run 
oot of Haag Koqg for alleged 
irregtdarilies and who praised 


been in from for loqger than any 
rtheiL a post wrested from him 

rtnly wi hiWM Oroight 

wide Hddexy enjoyed the ex- 
perience as a whole, he cannot 
have gloried too much in the 
sight of those better suited to 
the ground s w eati ng past him. 
“I really enjoyed iv very esril- 


He abo paid trfoute to foe 
man who is weffl ahead of him 
in terms of Cup collections. 
“BmCxunmmgsisanahscduie 
p* with a capital G,"he said 
That may be so, but Europe’s 
fonrumcesmthe Mdboum e 
up axe beccnmng increasing- 
ly nsihle with a capital R. 
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HYPERION 

U5 Falcorts Flame UVS Trade WM 215 State- 
ly Home 2^45 Three WBd Days 3JS CbatYo 
3 mA 5 teiperM Vintage 4JS UfaraHo 


3 33M55- MISIHSnB.(tt3)(ll)BCWq»U110-AIMWiS 
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«aa— a i wpeaat awsan — \ gm an w ac Sh 

nm 7-4 Stott^r Horn, 04 No Ml Ha Brio, 44. BNn 
StWIM 


GOING: Good (Good 10 Ffera to places)- 
■ Left-band ctxne whh &op fences aad rmyta «t torottatoaga. 
M Gonnping Junction of A580«nd MS- Ntmm gtoboD2n-.AD- 
lOSSON: Coa^r Stand Xt 4; Tkitensli S3; NdoadSnnd 58^0 
(QAP»lw»ptice to'EnecMM Newton Ston®. CttKAXB Ptee. 
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BU2HEEED POST Tm& None. " 

WIKKEB8 d THE t^ST SEVEN DAX8: Staler Pow* g IQ 

iuasWfefiertii70BSBsnta . ~>i 1 -V‘. 

EOMHVORGRKraanHMfelt* »0 Crf^aEftwboen 
trntiH %gr J GfflW fmm Fhuton. W £• ’ 


WtRRMGTON NOVICE WHOLE (GLASS 
D) £3^50 added 2m 

453-13 NORDIC BRB2E{fiXn5BnMP0e 4 114-N 
ADVANCE EAST M Dotta 4 10 12 
440- ttltEN(M2) MsM Rsdey51012 
8 GRNSNMUE(tB4) (347) JJONo>41012JUie8Ml(E) 
8 MHW0F»RE(»flDBae«51012_DJiwM 

8 ■roOMTpW) JRhfioaBA IOC.... MDu^w 

ESfi PBnAM]Sft3Bt04)aTWav{M»31O12jeHMdi 

~ ROOD1MEMMaiasr5»12, 


. !KMMCEWBU0BDe43O32 
scans BSXl Base 6 10 12 
0 SBMU{H)JJ0W«5TD12 
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BRCHFELD NOVICE HUdt£fdLA$SD!) 
£3^50 added 3Y0 2m 


JBw 


a AawssHWPrpflWMPpeiti 
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0 SMaF4HSMN(U}ltoA94t)R*110, 
sot BANacr 6 Bsmn u o. 

63 SSaBtHUOi (OJA fate 110 
nirnunnirntfimT TBn”*" 

4 PMNE31CPOM'|Z7)UlNlMaU109 
RNNWE M8DT P fin ID 9 
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1 Smut Dontao, « Smm, 181 m+rnlKm, Way* Tbm, 14-1 BbR 
Mar Bnm, PRMlboltoW; CTl Iii mw-to . IS-loOta 

PRESTON ARMTBJR RDBIS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JS0 2m 4f 

23221- PALOSAWO (213) URpa 51110, tfrABuVB 

US448P OWWa*H(3a)J9Bl4>Otajnol2105JRABto«(7) 
008121 TRADEWM>(SS)(D) DBoaaaa&103J«MKD(ktorte(7) 

non©- zvTnnu>(2i9)itaPTowa^6ioa 
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Aftwun 10 & Ow landae weiferii TtardD SR 9b. 
Enwft 4-6 PWMUID, 81 CORantor. Ttodo Vtat 124. 2to Year Ito 


2JL5 


radio chy HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £8000 added 2m 

1 214021- N0NUNN0(UUN(20q<D|JEaMS1110 »»"» 

2 4UZ241 SOOHY H«K fflfflP BOW* 511106014 


1 
2 

3 

4 
'5 

5 
1 
a 
•8 
28 
n 

12 ; - mHSH£cmiif4tc«sioi2 

13 00434- nKWt&DfttC2a«nm43012-~ 

» - Ctmi— 9 WWt AftflooHMT 

-14 ditto m- 

SBIW8 Hr* NdrSc Breath 3-1 Paottood* By«i, 81 
UUi.N'Rm WDW. 181 WHuH.ru. oONB 

RADIO CTTYHAraiiCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) addad^qp 

1 30461- 3E»s(KiLsnsmMi(iaqnunpofii20jBiiM 

2 031541- UN»MGHUnoamciB9)JNa«eB119. 

3 00021- VUaWMaa(2B3)Jto&nli5117. 

4 004345- COOtU*E(21I}OTFlAipty711& « 

5 2*1021- C1WYD C22I) J0K6113 BUptoo 

6 62SD68 SNHrCB.pU)Ua«)(CO|FJ0RhoaU3 ***** 

-fdodond- 

aEriMB: 84 SMOOMl Sstaodow, »i CbN-Yb, M bad Mdamoga 
8«tointoirW»r. 81 Cod Ud^aa-lSntotCtol 

Oric lOJaGOYIg NOVICE CHASE (SERES 
QUALEEQ (CLASS D}£5£00addad 3m 

1 13-1121 8immwnMC(i4MBVVMBneui3Ji< 

2 OOP&V CaBBBf CRQ»(S47)JHbO*«n9112 

3.366343 JMMMDSS(3)MtSSmRi7U2 RVUilfQ? 

4 ROVM. MMS Mi S Snttl 8112— BitlOmt 

5 - 111503- MStETWOM)a(lM) N tMtol>-OMn6112 — Cltoade 

-SAdMd- 

BE7IW0! S4 WMoy Ifcndra, 7-4 Vhtofrt 81 Nonyraow, 7-1 

tkari Iran, 281 Ctaiy OrMW 

WEATI&SY5 ‘STARS OF TOMORROW 
MARES NH FLAT RACE (H) £3^50 2m 

u- win io poq mui hbmw siiifl acraam 

3/ »BlB)lBM657}ltlJcftS0n5110^Om^M(R 

caumnr<MCNDM»Mitafv5iio Pita 

x n<BuiirrmanpiiHiimniBiiiin nn nii«m 

8 HBBMlsnC (210] J OSna 4 11 D -MUmI taraa 

8 HCRSTFUm (207) F Merabi 4 11 0 AI 

tAOKBOSmDBVRAtoaBllO N1 


S8 [4351 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 

8 5 imUUKP9MaUfewlqr411D 

9 UBBYIWSCN. J JOTjfld 4 11 0- 
BEXIW8: 114 ItaraBo, M Bdtad Tore, 81 booby OkML 81 ttoW 



JRKTtonbnp) loMra, 181 Indy Bontay.Uwlr Kraal. 13-lotan 


HYPERION 

US Kendal Cavafler 1^5 Mitawal £25 Pim- 
ters Overhead 255 Mr Cotton Socte 335 Frog- 
march 3-SS Bond Jnr 4^5 Ivory Charmer 

. GOING-- Soft (Heray too lew pjneod). 

I mOrt-tend, sharp, ootBserrieb abort rrai-to. 

■ Cam to north of town on. A380. Newton Abbot station J m. 
TV. »rrggm N: TangraaD»K8-50: Comae 44. Acco m pgried nncter- 

16s &ee CAR PARK: OoralteSlifl, matador free. 


J2 8 UMBmBUI(ISRRPoODCk»107. — DJ K—M» (S) 

13 HU3844 SfMHirSDRSET(29WDm9107 »T0ranto{7) 

-Udadand- 

BETBNfc82 rw r CB to.81 P—Mu O «raM oi l, 51llrWto*8.7-lAra- 
hra^rafc. B-lYrau Bnw ra ii o A 04 ftrtmi CraM ir. 14-1 Kiras 

| BARCLAYS BA8K ‘NH’ NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E} £3fi00 added 2m 8f 

ECUBA51010 I 


255 


BUNKERED marnMAGdMrMrane (*toc*w0(185). 

W1NNZBS IN IBB LAST SEVEN DAD: Glowing h* (L55) 

nwiotWtowtekraiSrturtV- _ 

LONG-MSTANCE EDNNKB& PtwftC oany q^S ) toban 
^l t » w ^tyMwXWl»M»oaoftcp>Cagircfa9B« l B««.aita>- 

AMFELD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3X100 added 3m 3f 

l 142F3D- BHWBiaiBUCXp3RPMd8b7UiID-JlPlltitof 

I g££ CASRB»i«(2URRw5101D j Bora 

3 ^B«AP)N6MTtonBr81DU) JPWrarCT 

3 DOMES HMfjBPTRNTtaOvtletafrm M-— 

r W . nU ffrnncm MMaBmPHflanBlOlO J Pralti l 

7 £ ES£l«|RW« 4J0W 

8 306 ra aMESHP OgW W 

a ■ niut H n ii iTrTiYyn^cin c 

% 5 «w mdwrcoragi^itaKTtamaSfflsarawtaB 

II 7JBQ4 UMIglBWO (701 Way feed 7305— — dSIto^B 
-Udoetond- 


*»m NOOK B It total 7 ID 10 

o)8 aa> «w nou {za> a ta wto* to w 

QTO53-* JHALHXS (IS) A9omr8U)10 — 
44P320 MtWMEpOICPonamOlOlO-. 

606 M0KBCEW(77] PSOV fWsl61D10. 
3223- Jff COTTON SOOB BOO) RfaK8 10 10 
om RK N*MGa»l PNMito <10 10 
060880 0nSRRMCE(mTGeaai7101A 

2 OU BLUEIfltY PU322) G (ton 9 10 S — 

OP- MSS SH3Hrf (3S0) C Wa/H 610 5 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

S MW 3 - nraecMrraoia 8 N(Ma NLatwrai s 10 sara um, 

13 33*8 SEWOWWT(»n)D 6 ra 8 iWai 05 — Jt ta rarad i 

14 8 tOtCMNElAIIV{2M9KBolU«73D5 LHmy 

■DTM8:7-2Mrltotieatada,8lSwnMBra4R.8R0MnrtaiWt- 
Ita, 81 Mom Itoora, 04 Itohferar Foraitoto. JM Arad. 14-1 Mtas 

rarScl WBUAMHOJ.TRUL HANDICAP HURDLE 

1 (CLASS C) ESfiOO added 2m If 

X 511121- RWfitototCa W)Bl*HC0)BRaWB120— JltoBM 

2 1QQ253- CMOUCOtD [HQ (SIO) U RpB 5 11 7 APHcCqr 

3 122423- MOUSE BMD £197) (CO) DGoodoto 6 1012— Jltaraady 

4 3484 U 2 toORSTOCXWaHg)gw 6108 — r; -— T WK BtaiCT 

5 033151- HOU)8lCt06fHl«m«ftNB108 font 

6 fWW* lAOB«to»(a)MraHted«91Di: — — Jtltiwa 

7 3 BUQ5 - EXMESS (MR (DJ BRIMreneiflOJ) fata S 


i i T1M V- 111 MKoodto Cfadta.44 taMtidiUra, 

ESSifaEeS iMBraarcm 3 M.«to» 

\A ec l OLP TRAFFORD SELLING HANDICAP 
1-55 whole (CLASS G) £2,450 2m If 

JSSSS^S’^SStiTSlS 

3 408421 6UMNBP««W(C«Sft«^61012_^ta»l^ 

j s - s 1 asigjuss^isssS 

w 725** M»W ^S Hwato 

S MnSOCdSITOAtoianmBlDO Atfadta 

. -12 dodand- 


MTfeUDMtfE 10s, JheiandbapiiBjpr'tatoBpwsSW 12St 
mnMomatwnHdk8ictaK«4d,8iiMHBM,8iitoHB- 
ctoa,lJCtarators,81MntocL10-l]far1d Bum 

loeg l STAMFORD BRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS q £4200 added 3m 2f UOyds 

1 022W- BOWJIBI (2«0 PM** 7130 *V* d5o > f 

2 R3U315- CWI«SmpS«NWiW>OMos7118-J)WdBiMor 

3 isaai*- scunaf(i8S)ffos*i8tii5ioi3 : — son 

4 u/ijy WMEUBtLflOSI to p|* HU)13 -Mi... .nmwi«{7) 

5 JU2444- 8H*MJWm(O5)fiBto«rl01011Jara9 

6 IB233&- ROCnMKtST^GBaaclOlDlO 

7 030534- SStEJMX(&l)K9MopfllD3 


BCnMB: M Bond JBf. 81 Ota Kigra. r-l T<(iifai> , 7-1 

81 Rod* P*L lMS««a,SlM9to Jra* 
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Mmratfcife T« 

5£SSStS5 oSnS» 5 r ID « -3 p»^S 

3_ 2 SBfffiSiiH 3T3iBB- 
* 

7 22W7U- SsKSlg 

S 5m5S5(18H».710T — 


HIGHBURY SIANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m If 


U3 unmnESto00lHEf*7J(BF}Mffp«412O-— 

0 «icnca«inBip3ajBRMtao4ll4 — d: 

5 0«MimK9O(5aADim6114 JJIwJB 

DCFB«swwuiRFnja5ll4 MrA Wdn to 

nflCSCAsn£BRfaa5ii4 ■ ■ . - .r '.iNg 

IMiasUW>WBHXa0x4U4 MrAMMto(7) 

ntMaCMICX N Nnows 4 11 4 u—1 

8 WO(W«lAIIHlffllJP*aBOot«n6114-JOMn 

A IMDCIfiBepS3)P)«ta5114— 4ffafa 

UMDrasrwcMMn4U4 — ittact n 

UJCKYCMl(HZ}AHettt5114 M 6 Santa (7) 

MCHSKSUto511 4 i nraaj ody 

ay «NOBf(S«2)tataunctafa5114-J»toltofatam 

MWWr»lfan0tiJ8Blft411 4 .. . ■ - T lMopto’ 
TWIOW XT«aPv0edea4 114— — ■ J4 R n y dn j f7) 

8 ZA08YlANE(2**)to8RHH«lonon4114«— Btarao 

m lit tftri Mtld ■ 

BRtBift 83 Mtatn SraoMta 44. ftnofefe MMb HWrt lay. 

81 hray PbMUt, 81 fata 1M, UWbndfatoy, 14-latara 



Darren Beadman salutes the heavens as Saintly takas y es terday’s Melbourne Cup 


Photograph: Steve HollanthAP 


BBBOURNE CUP 

3. SAMffPffD DMdrnrai) SI; a. Cota 
GU*m 33-1; 3. SkytaMi 50-L 22 ran. 
81 few Oscar SchnOer (15M- 2>A. i*. 
fBninsd byj 8 Ounrnw^). Aka Gray Shat 
OTW. Coun Of Honour (20th). fata: 
£&80; £2.40. £1000. £19.60. SF: 
£125.70. OF: £5&20. Non RunmaCiy- 
tag Ganra ie Maenet Bay. 


X35Qaaff 

2J0S Cache Chief (nb) 

235 tadan Jockey 


HYPERION 
3J05 
335 Fine Thyne 
405 JADIDH (nap) 


GOING: Cood 

■ t&ghl-hmvl nsw. PracUnlb ta- Bm-ta of 300yd. 

M Oownr to rai A8Q8 ta Andny. Itanpca Rwk rntaq 1 Mtas aijon* nw*r ADMBKBDN: 
Oub A TBuxnlto S10 (16 lo 35-jw-okto UK Sdvtr RSm? Vi. Aronmpnntnl rhiMrm 
Bader- IB tree. CAR PARE Me m be rs 45 flnnUeri and muat brprr-btuJo-di. ntt fav- 


■ LEADING TXA1NEBS WTTB EUNNE1& D NtehobM — l.‘» mantrs from 54 nm- 
nm gl~rr t mrrrnn rorm flti md t lima mod lend »utf ut i 1 -26; S Be nd er 

aoa — 12 rataBHA 88 nanera. 17.4V, -40.40. KBtolv — lhanKn,l»nmn,^A. 
-M.18j MPIne— 11 irunm. 53 runners, 20.8V. +XI438. 

■LSADDMJOCXEVfa J Oriwrae — 2} winners. lOfindm.SLTV. +Sll.n6iRDu- 
waody — ZOvfamea. 104 rides, )B^K,-&aiJB9: A Unfair*— 15 winners 74 tides. 
203 V, -88.70 ; 11 A Ftafenld — 15 wbuw». 83 rales. 18 JV. +81.41. 

BIJNWiRBD FUST TIM E! Hone . 

WDiNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

lOM-DMEUKS RUNNERS: Certabi An&(3J)51AGfvc4mck (J.3f>)b*ve (wen M 
155 mOes by P Hobbs Don fflbrook. Somenei; InriUw Jockey (Z85) A Suknud (41)5 1 
sera 158 rata by M Pipe fima NtofaMtata DnraL 


cr'rara*nnpnMaidme|{"«.-K!!kWKnail)appmeias}''tfi Ural Iraaft me abk^ui # 
ramaonv m irewot of 23R anouR' vww&iidbr aatweanc.”** 114 nn Kim 

Barra’s tmm Dras»v-i*r a ww-new l at baw W mertn ji j rwnO. 

QV out faopee Derwna Pes*»A Bra at UsKm MAsoousrtN. Mr Of Jaeha im bRX' (tiacp 
rath tottas Jra+ra "Jflr* 0 » h «*cra’ Wtra». Out he «ws nut fwfm tor oetmd Ghnmc 
Paot at nwcK an Safuain ruwn* won .-rare ad serai «W 1 cn 1 l»c Kf.nhrak m i^» 
pravous m runs «j duua mvrra rant*! lie frame ag*m. Cetactloa : INDIAN OChn 

loftcl SPORTING LIFE TROPHY (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS D) 
l±*2J £5400 added 3m Penalty Value £3£01 


3-35 


(ISM BOWL (NOMCE HURDLE) (CLASS E) £3000 addad 2m 
5f Penalty Value £2^60 

1 8 CHECKS AM) SIMFES (266) (Deal KnoJCnsectan 513 10— 

2 8 DeQMtM}(Daa)U8*)g5y9VRS)SCaitoGl01Q II 

3 JO/3322- DOtaWSmBp3g)ta»JaayCailngB)M5H«aaBn71010 Mr A I 

4 fAWnRWWDnBief(HRriaB)«naoas)LHgnaBieM5]010 Dl 

5 C86P- IR41WG«BDa(tBIQ(2aqc:UMfeen)TCata4101D. 

6 0248 M iniraron<H <MlItaW tta fr rt »GMri*a51Dg. 

7 ttOUNINHPXIH (AnMonr^MtoatJNHgnOeraanBlOlO MAI 

8 38 QUtoFP9R(A0mta)iB»d6UU PHMa 

9 0613- SWaDOUBmi— )(MslflnaBenyran)NTnaiBa0wai5 1DU CU ana fan 

ID OP044 2Mon3B(USA)0^(faeE»8nintannnenfiaAMxn4gg SPnta 

11 85 QUMEMEMR (719 [9 * U MJtaOUU CM Enpwnn0 T Ca^r 5g5^C(70*tar 

12 tXXOBf VWBKJW p22) [H Slepfrai SmRi) A Tumi 6 ID 5 CRra{7) 

-Udadarad- 

KTTMOE 82 5tatac Derate. 82QoR, 81 tafasa MesSlMfaHlBiil, 7-lMeMttoa Ptofc. 38 
1 Wfaraaa, 181 Qrare Dnaofa, 12-1 Prat Rmranl Rid, 181 otan 
19% VMBKy wsntor 5 W JO C Maude 7-4 (N Hoffln-Dauw) 6 ran 
FORM (WBX 

TtadDMrtatooSpaniBdfliVcrxnpBPtiira and SPWN6P0UBUE.rap rase nang Mgd Trawan- 
Dadat, wno sent out Wiitoy Wtondar ® ran ou a year agt. dald prase faod enougn to 
mate a tuocasaU dabot wr ramfai. TTie tav-year-oid opened ha aooount m ■ bunpra 
at UanraarlnMayMdi a game d wra quariBr-tangh win from Locb No kmi and v«nt on 
» be dsn) id Fnantohip under a penally. Good sound seems to auL MCeraforri, nimr- 
14 > In a Notandina bumper in Fobiuay. ran v«a ouar hurdes in tog faids a Wlncarran and 
Cheftanham end wa be sated by thstrtp. but the m e Sfcaly to te needed. Uoentaoa Rtaf 
nadtad tra tame al tour aram las season. vmdtoB up rath a shon-nead aetoet ay Bar 
Ibid SownWi a Hurtingtion. but he does net look easy to win statu Rat Forward Rad, 
only modes on da Hau should be sated oy ma mp end can be con si dered, along ash 
tidy Henderson's newco m er Mandate Path and Quaff, who matted tea tame on he 
debut hem lea NmemberutanttiHaGdinor Prunes- Mactioo: SPRING DOUBLE 


1 JMX2 C&UMRNME IBt UK Ptfr-i SrtW P 'tef- ’ll 13 - A 

. lusraaaacsBHczn; iDj tra raera: «i*v v - ^ v-tfr r u : j rafay 

3 i3?t7? rwmsMua-ifa-. tLrs\^i*RTir&it T - - - - ..ipmi 

4 EUUW SOBBCiWI tM^tPAtorV-eMPunaua MARzfnME 

r -’iAG! «WI0»BCU>ia«®;.Vj'»!r5ir -1418*3313 J Ptota&m 

6 802112 DRUa«UDI30JiDiaf)A , 3r,i'tor..hBwr I ?11S ...COfaqra 

7 ZS1U0 RfCWM8M£lU»'V)>^,0r^^PRraTnr'i , <^er«lii!r> D Items 

-7dsdarsd- 

Kinm M Massr (Mwstrs. U-* Cratato Aaffs, 82 Orwaatara M Newda OafeL 81 Pipra 
Star, 10 -ISotMm, u-1 fa e dw e a fata. 

1M6: G*u '.Wu 6 ID 5 A Itacr Z1 V-. j p^-on: 7 v. 

PORMGUDE 

MASTER ORCHESTRA a rwix,- 1»"?> in Uttart. rray murh needed hrs rejppftaoiM 
and tat run tor Henrietra tjr&t x Barker tosi seeson, » a was h fine eflisi id run tr« 
smart Addir^on Bo> to taco tnprrs. amvjji ine margin c4 detout fiatfm iwn. Rsublt 
irtucsy arten faiwga; £*e^- nra rmp. Masiu- Ortiptta won ha nc^ two at Hurafyston 
and tacecer oeton; Se-ng p-Jtod upo: Newtiwy ei F«rua»y m trie race won by Rwcr Lassie, 
rath Sesbtara iso tetns s> c^mplere There ,s ncry chance Uvn Master Orchestra wit 
need trus run our r* still looks to naue 4 good cnonce ot making a vanning reappeoranre. 
Sortarae wan; on to wm raise x fo*evone af« : Newtm- Those *er onto weak races 
and Maeer Oittestia meets tom ST> De^ennan wnen mey met bui SortHre ttocK at toast 
rave me benefit of a meant rur iiast of tour to Menas Dream at Huntingdon* ana s m 
eqapced wan tenters outer- Dn— Ben eenetom tam me mstonunn of ottiras when 
fatowng l>s Hunongjon ran with an easy success at Wmcanwn last month. Hewentun- 
p e ne taedw Taunton subMQuemty but reatdllie Blue Boy trmwtgta too gtod end is 8B> 
toffw now. Certata Angta, jist a pound rrprennan raven oeanng L email Md a head at 
utawetar m June, fcunc Me touffi apmst \anfa lorn and GantouBh at Stratford last tme 
but mtflt be fMmu n ffw eonoatn>- Rteefieaa Geie lads j run snee JUfy. ufnle Nevada 
Bold seems past fas best and taper Start wins have afl been at Pturajaon. 

i MASTER ORCHESTRA 
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1 40012 

2 OR33- 

3 33343 

4 Afiifn- 

5 151168 

G OUT? 

7 008 

8 0S7308 

9 100L73 


ACE CUP (NOVICE CHASE) (CLASS D) £5400 added 2m 
4f UOyds Penalty Value £3£50 

WETHWe(U)(PHerW«ffrttG«w»d7U0 to A 

KET TO UOTADE POO) Ms laavg Harper) MUtenar 611 (i 1 


RR JBWTS(277) fffixRsaeraaes WOowiSonl J G^aa 7 11 0 PMds 

MWBCmEg33)iMslKteCTi>l6agiee6U0-. CUtMeSya 

MRDUeKP9nSctt-MUa^Uli7U0 P Mails 

SUBETAIOWNE(M8S'Colnf<eM<!TCave>9110 CVDeyra 


naWaweDHMDP P87) IMS LTaytorl KtsLIaitor 7 11 0. 

MODE WCNDGt P13) TP J D PoOnffrt M 6 11 0 

SRroe«2(eEi)(U)uacfciosanPH3tts5ioi3 


IR 


fncl JOHNSONS INTERNAnONAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
:“J £5400 added 3m Penalty Value £3418 

52413F- BUQKT (201} IMS IBM DnTOson) D MAtaon 6 11 0 MtagWe 

CRSQ£CHP(U8(BNUutanClDpeOJSllM? 110 FIMe 

IS33U Sroowm(97Q(9KMRAnBltock«aje)CRttam8UO 

22323 OUROMNmiMpih{KneOfltetadPtaattmRCuts7UO. 

4A*>52- WteiWUfMMta (IM) 0 G M WMe} T Cssey 7 11 0 


IAI 

Dklaato 

Cd to syr ■ 


BETTWG: 7-4 Hoe Tbyoe. 4-1 Mr lento, 5-1 Saiset And Vtae. 81 Hrsdc Iris, 7-1 taeaback, 18 
1 lav To Hnwk. 12-1 sites 
1985: 5**" Fta* 6 11 3 E Mettv 1811 |T Cueyl 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FINE 1HVNE. hffm? raced and useful over hurdles, a ddbcub to oppose after rumng smart 
CM Equname, an imprassne wimer at Chepstow prenously. to a length and a naif on res 
ttacmg debut to Worcester reoemv He had nffamed tan a long absence fo w« over nur 
tees etStattortm September and cdeaiy in good heart. Greentack was no match for 
UnOAteandAmarwolsablemawtoni) seieflwni here iBSltane after njniungCnUjaie 

ctoae on his mum from a lenffhy absence, tfso at Utt course. Nonfanek was lei down by 

In lumping m (And Ater’s race . a Bunder ras fences out fman> enome ha chance, and im- 
provement m that department ccjid see tom pose a threat to Fine Thyne. M y st i c tale, 
tanner of a maiden runae at V.'mdsar m January. & iraely la need a lonffr Inp and totes a 
meant run. Sun » wr And vine, a useful handicap hunter, has not been out smee bong 
puded upa asck m Aprs ia8t. Selection: RNE THYNE. 


flETOWB: 8-4 tamest, 5-2 Cwd« Qtat 82 O u meatain ra 81 fitantoera, 181 Pwfanwetwta 
19H; Rs To The fane 7 U 0 S Mrital 281 (R Atari 7 on 
FORM RUDE 

BARONET was toaays deemed to be a cnaser and wns m saymg nowee hurdes at Not 
tlnffiam ana Tonoesnr tea season were a bonus. The Rosafter gettng has shown toon 
ootfi on a test suitaM and won Rve undsftoot and. wtnle he wil be sused by a gem v tern 
of samina than ttos easy three mtas. ttetad prove too good tor tfwe mi*. CwatieCMaf, 
a pod fourth to King Lucifer fstaUemste to my selection) at Ascot m January 19B5. has 
Ub adusntsge of a recent run. Hawng mssed at lest season, he betiy needed the ouwtg 
taien a we*-beotan taunn so Mfl OThe RaR» at HunMgoon ana w4l wn races m due tmm. 
a s n tews r and OmewnfaBow showed sbnBariy nseta form m nowee huttBes in [he 1993- 
94 season but era best wattted after more than two and a half yean eft. rawe a will be a 
surprise If P arBa m a u t a rta e , beaten ten lengths by Pond House at Fbnraefl last season, s 
fftodenouffi. S a tectton : BARONET. 


4J55J 

1 1P2P3P- 

2 P22236- 

3 300641 

4 23112Q 

5 uun 

6 3-11515 

7 WEfP 5 

8 306:41- 

9 313461 


FHESIA MAGAZINE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS O £5^)00 
atftfBd 3m UOytfs Ponafty Value £3,436 

BwiiioNnrpsataBi^Sdseiisocwiiiro a 

OCEAN HAMK (250 'M Atari lf>ss j Broteura> NlMtonDarasa 11 11 C 

OLYMPIAN 111)07) JWr'JNfiaSU} ..-AIU04MB 

RHJMOOE (12J Oe Croiecv Paraeshci M ktegm® 7 10 13 .—A Pom> 

5HAM«I4(2D:4S rleasorc WSHctoa.U!??e J 10 ID _.8WNM(3] 
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LIS: L ITS A GEM 0. Aspen 50-1; Z 
Devon Peasant 81; 3. Item Itortja 2- Iter. 
IS no. 'A. 4. U Grtfcrt. findon). IMk 
£ 108.00: £15.80. £2^0. £L40. Dual Fore- 
ease £499.701 Computer Stiaum Fmcatc 
£430.19. Tno: £256.60 (pool of £253.02 to 
Newton Abbes 2-25 todayi. Non Rumen 
Darns Caebar. 
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Pan 10-L 9 tea. 84 far Hons CeeRe* 1 (4tfu. 
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£2.m £3-60. £L50. DF: Can. CSF: 
£46.94. TttK £4&50, 

LISb L ABSALOM'S LADY (D Mgte- 

m 8-L- 2. CotdtaB 133 tor. 3. Pfenbotor 
Ptaeo66-L 8«an.2%, v/u (LbssGayKete- 
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B. IB UeweUw. Bangied). Tot* £5.60: 
£3.70. £3J0, fSiOf: £37.7a CSF: 
EdifiS. TricPS: £756. 60. Tno: £20290 {DOd 
of £60 j 03 tD Newtm AbbUl 2J& todayi. 
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placed toctftft. 
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£442J0 (pool df £137.02 to Newton Abbot 
2.25 today). 
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1; Z FrirawBy Bravo 181; 3L SpBeing 3-1 
tor. 8 raa.iA.V-iC Dwyer. NeraraiMti. fates 
£9.40: £3.00, £2.50, £2.10. DF: 07.60. 
CSF: £76.43. 

lackpot: not wen ipate of £26,17527 ai- 
ned fonwd tn Neraon Abbes todayi ■ 
Ptoeepnt: £247.00. Quratoot E77M 
Plane S: £334 61 PtoOO fa £160.84. 

WARWICK 

1 _ 26 : 1 . CHTCKAMKXA (G Bradey) 7-4 
tav. z Abon lira Cut 33-L 3. Start lord 
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FOOTBALU The Manchester United manager today celebrates a decade in charge at Old Trafford. Glenn Moore spoke to him ^ 

Ferguson focused on the next 10 vears 


O f all the barbed and 
mocking comments that 
have been directed to- 
wards Manchester United these 
last few weeks, one would have 
angered their manager most. 

= He’s gone on too long, he's 
like Maggie Thatcher.’ was 
one caller’s contribution to a 
radio phone-in. Fortunately for 
the speakers safety he was not 
within reach of Alex Ferguson 
at the time. The sentiment was 
bad enough, the emparison 
would have produced an 
explosion worthy of last night's 
firework displays. 

“Don't compare me with 
that woman." he once scolded 
a reporter who had noted that, 
like Thatcher, he needed only 
a few hours' sleep. Ferguson's 
socialism runs deep. His recent 
appearance with Tony Blair at 
the Labour Party Conference 
was not a stunt - not for Fer- 
guson anyway. 

Even so. it was impossible not 
to think of Maggie when Fergu- 
son said, when we met a few days 
ago, that “I can take another 10 
years. I have no thoughts of 
retiring'’. Remember Thatcher 
proclaiming, upon her 10th an- 
niversary: “I shall go on, and on, 
and on"? Within a year she was 
out. Could the 


In management it has driven 
him to create two teams which 
have achieved success without 
sacrificing style. He spent eight 
years at Aberdeen, ty far the 
most successful in their history. 
Then, in November 1986, Mar- 
tin Edwards, the United chair- 
man, contacted him. Nottingham 
Forest were top. Newcastle were 
bottom and that weekend’s 
North-east derby was in the 
Third Division, where Middles- 
brough were playing Darlington. 
More to the point. United were 
20th. 

“I could not see myself being 
here a decade," Ferguson said, 
i did hot think I would ever 
spend as long again at one 
dub. My job when coming here 
was to win the League, that was 
my priority. I could not under- 
stand how United had gone so 
long - it was the 20ib year - not 
winning it. I remember telling 
the press: *1 don’t want it to go 
to 25 years’... I regretted say- 
ing that five years later." 

By then, however, the re- 
covery was on the way. But in 
1989 it had looked as if Fergu- 
son was not the man for the job. 
Having finished 1 1th the previ- 
ous season, Ferguson bad signed 
five players including Paul luce 

and Gary Pall- 

same fate befall ..... „ ister, then lost 

Ferguson, who HOW, Q HepOfter 5-1 at Man- 
today celebrates . ..... L. . Chester City. 

10 yean; a, ihe aSked, did Feigle The low 

Trafford? The feel? P3SS JTie cember home 
widespread joy 
at United’s re- 
cent slump 
would suggest 
he divides the 
country' just as 

much as she did. 

The reaction 

bemuses Ferguson. “Why do 
people hate us?" he said. "They 
never hated Liverpool. Last 
Monday morning I was listening 
to the news on Five Live and the 
guy says: 'What a weekend I had 
1 nearly crashed my car in delight 
when I heard the news -United 
losing six goals. Brilliant.' 

“I laugfied at it. Then I 
thought: 'What land of message 
is that from the BBC news? It's 
right to hate United?’. . Kids 
could be listening." 

Ferguson then conceded that 
the omnipresence of Manches- 
ter United pic “has something 
to do with it". “We're a threat 
to the nation," be added with 
sudden relish. “Public enemy No 
1. Next there’ll be posters of 
Kitchener saying 'Your Country 
Needs Yon To Rid England Of 
Manchester United'." 

It was typical Ferguson, in 
turn defensive, reflective, pas- 
sionate and humorous. It is, 
after the initial mutual wariness 
is conquered an engaging mix, 
and the element which normally 
comes out on top is passion. 

That emotion is channelled in 
two directions - football and 
winning. As a player it lifted an 
average talent to two seasons 
playing centre-forward with his 
boyhood heroes. Rangers. In 
that lime he was sent oft seven 
times - “an injustice every one of 
them" - but was still top' scorer. 


the rope” is how I S 
felt Wonderful s-omAafeii 

. , , ... Ferguson had 

is what I said dropped a#!- 

es and the 

crowd, for the 
first time, bad turned against him. 

As he drove away from Old 
Trafford, Darren, his son. sug- 
gested he quit When they got 
home the telephone rang - Uni- 
ted had been drawn away to For- 
est in the FA Cup third round 
“How," a reporter wanted to 
know, “did Feigie feel?". 

“‘Pass me the rope’ is what I 
thought, ’wonderful’ is what I 
said,” Ferguson said “I had be- 
gun to analyse myself. I thought: 
‘My team selection’s good tfiy 
training and preparation’s right, 
motivation fine, handling the 
press OK.’ Yet we went eight 
matches without w inning ' 

“I was not going out at night 
time. I was too depressed At 
weekends, Archie [Knox, his 
then assistant] and Kudo [Brian 
Kidd, then youth coach, now 
assistant] would say ‘Come out'. 
Td say no. 1 was doing a bit of 
trench-digging." 

United went on to beat For- 
est and five months later, Crys- 
tal Palace at Wembley. Ferguson 
was on his way. “Winning the 
Cup showed me exactly what 
was wrong with this club. The 
way the atmosphere built up as 
each round came along - the 
success was based on cup runs. 
Tire supporters were waiting for 
them rather than League wins. 
Now they get involved in 
League games. 

“There is a different 
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Ferguson with the fruits of one of his three Premiership triumphs atUnrferT 



atmosphere now. There was a 
frustrated atmosphere when I 
first came, a ‘they’ve lost the 
League again’ thing. Now there 
is expectation.” 

Too much, one might feel. 
Yesterday, Five Live’s morning 
phone-in was devoted to “Man- 
chester United’s crisis”. On Six- 
OSix a woman complained she 
had not bought an Old Trafford 
season ticket to see United lose. 

To be fair, few long-standing 
United fans believe Ferguson 
has outstayed his welcome. 
They look at the youth system, 
the new training facility at The 
Cliff, the way all the first team, 
bar Eric Cantona, have signed 
contracts into the next century. 


“What has happened in the 
last weeks is why you have 10 
years here,” Ferguson said 
“You prepare to ensure you re- 
cover from that” 

Ferguson’s longevity is re- 
markable. Joe Kjnnear, at four 
years eight months, is the next 
longest serving Premiership 
manager. Only Dario Gradi 
(Crewe) and John Rudge (Fort 
Vile) exceed his tenure outside 
the Premiership. “To be suc- 
cessful you have to understand 
you cannot be everybody’s cup 
of tea. You can only pick II 
players. 1 don’t enjoy that bit but 
I never let it worry me. You’re 
doing it for the team." 

That strength of mind saw 


him leave Bryan Robson out of 
the 1994 FA Cup final, omit 
Steve Bruce for last May’s final, 
and, hardest of all, Jim Leighton 
from the 1990 final replay. 

Ferguson says the decisoa 
whether to keep Eric Cantona 
- “I could not see him surviv- 
ing here" - was the hardest, but 
the way he talks about Leighton 
betrays him. Leighton had been 
his keeper at .Aberdeen; Fer- 
guson had brought him down to 
Old Trafford. 

Ask him about tbat decision 
and there is a long pause, a very 
tong pause. Then he says: “It 
ready crashed Jim. It’s still 
going on. Jim took it badly, but 
it was the right decision. Yet, if 


I knew then the way it would 
affect Jim I don’t think I would 
make the same decision. It was 
the right football decision but it 
wrecked his career and cost 
him two years of his footballing 
life. The easy decision was to 
play him, the hard decision won 
ns the Cup.” 

It was a salutary lesson. Fer- 
guson is a father figure to Um- 
tetfs young players, but he keeps 
his distance. "You have to be 
close.but not too dose. I have a 
game of cards on the bus, I en- 
joy that, a bit of laughter, but I 
never go out for a meaL The one 
time we did it we lost the League. 
We had three games in six days 
and I decided to take them all for 


an Italian. We lost them afl.lt 
must have been the pasta.” 

We have been talking in the 
privacy of the directors’ room at 
Old 'frafford. It is all soft up- 
holstery and deep pile carpet 
There is a discreet bar and an 
impressive honours board. 
Among the plaques and scroll 
is an incongruous one. from 
Uefa, congratulating United on 
their “contribution" to the suc- 


Uhampions 
League. You may recall their 
“contribution” ended in failure 
at the hands of Barcelona, 
Gothenburg and Galatasaray. 

Europe brought Maggie 
down; it may yet do the same 
for Feigie. Equally it could lift 
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him tbat last rung in the 
pantheon of great managers, up 
there with Sir Matt Busby. 

He may not be team manager 
wben it happens but he will be 
at Old Trafford, probably aloqg- 
side Kidd or Robson as a more, 
hands-on director of foott 
than Kenny Dalglish ever wa| 
Ferguson does not cm 
retirement “That’s the problem 
with this country," he says. “Peo- 
ple have to retire at 65. Tbat 
should be against the law.” 

An epitaph? “People who 
know thor football have admired 
what we’ve done. Even Liverpool 
supporters recognise we have 
tried to do it the right way. We 
have played good football.” 


. . . as his predecessor is unexpectedly ‘ 



“It’s bloody tough being a 
legend,’’ Ron Atkinson decreed 
during his reign as manager of 
Manchester United. Amid a 
welter of onc-lincrs which sus- 
tained many a scribe for the best 
part of two decades, iw blend of 
swagger and self-mockery made 
it ihc quintessential “Big Ron" 

qu wiih his sharp wit, garish 
dress sense and liking for cham- 
pagne. Atkinson seemed easy to 
pigeonhole as a kind of sporting 
spiv, u Medallion Man among 
managers. Yet invariably when he 
uttered such quotes, the tongue 
was so firmly in check that it was 
practically poking through. 

Moreover, as one who covers 
Midlands football, this reporter’s 
mental image of .Atkinson is not 


of drippmg jewellery or Armani 
suits. It is of him wrapped in a 
towel after one of the nve-a-side 
games he would not conclude 
until his team were winning, tear- 
ing into a chicken lunch while 
doing what he likes best: chew- 
ing the fat about footbalL 

The discrepancy between the 
popular image and the more 
senous side of his personality has 
led Gordon Strachan, who now 
succeeds him as manager of 
Coventry, to describe Atkinson 
as “the most misunderstood 
man in football”. That may be 
stretching the point, for there is 
no doubt that he cut an opulent 
figure, even if he was never the 
one-dimensional character 
same portrayed him as. 

Strachan' also hailed his 


mentor as “the last of the char- 
acter managers”. However un- 
fair that may be on Jim Smith, 
Dave Bassett, Joe Kinnear et aL 
Atkinson’s “promotion” to 
director of football means the 
profession is diminished much 
as it was after Shankly, Clou gh, 
Docherty. Allison and Wfcdding- 
ton named their last side. 

It was 22 years ago this month 
tbat this one-time wing-half 
with Oxford United took charge 
of Fourth Division Cambridge. 
They were on their way to a sec- 
ond successive promotion, when 
West Bromwicn Albion moved 
to install him as Ronnie Allen’s 
successor in 1978. 

Atkinson's flamboyant 
approach transformed the dob. 
At a time when myths about the 


Phil Shaw reviews 
the colourful career 
of Ron Atkinson, an 
old style manager 

“bottle” of black footballers 
abounded, he had three in 
arguably the most attractive 
and effective of all his teams: 
Brendan Batson, Laurie Cun- 
ningham and Cyrille Regis. Al- 
bion came third in tbe old First 
Division, prompting United to 
hue him to Old^ Trafford in 1981. 

After going back to Albion for 
Bryan Robson and Re mi Moses 
for £22)03, the onus was on 
Atkinson to restore the cham- 
pionship to United. In 1985, 
after further heavy spending. 


thity took 41 of the first 45 
points, only to fell away to fourth 
after Robson and Strachan suf- 
fered long-term injuries. 

Two EA Cups were not 
enough to prevent his making 
way for Alex Ferguson 10 years 
ago today. Characteristically, 
Atkinson laughed off his 
demise: “I’ve had to swap my 
Merc for a BMW I’m down to 
my last 40 suits and Tm drink- 
ing non-vintage champagne.” 

A return to Wfest Brom was 
short-lived, his defection at 
Atletico . Madrid provoking 
bitterness and legal action. In 
Spain he lasted 96 days before 
falling fcrnl of that serial sacker, 
Jesus GO. Sheffield Wednesday 
offered the chance of rehabili- 
tation, and stuck by him after 


relegation In his first foil season. 
Wednesday not only came 
straight back up, but won the 
League Cup — . against Man- 
chester United - before Atkin- 
son abandoned them for Aston 
Villa in 1991. The pattern at 
V flfai Pftrk hfjramr: familiar ? fnnr- 
bali tbat waspleasing on the eye 
and brought League Cup success, 
but Premiership results fell short 
of Doug Ellis’s expectations. 

Atkinson’s dismissal m late 
1994 -months after ViHa’sWem- 
bley triumph - hurt him badly. 
Ellis claimed there were too 
many veterans in the sguaH 
Tenuous as the argument 
seemed, Ferguson said only last 
week that the difference be- 
tween him and Afidnson was that 
-he preferred to nurture young 


talent, whereas his predecessor 
liked to buy tbe finished article. 

Coventry enticed him back in 
February last year. His sense of 
humour was intact ~ “My missus 


me in the street, I go back and 
teD them who I am,” be said on 
day one -as was his appetite for 
big transfer deals. He spent 
£15.6m on players, eight of 
whom cost a modestly supported 
dub seven-figure sums. 

ffis purist principles had also 
survived, though at times 
Coventry looked as if they 
would benefit from an equal 
measure of pragmatism. They 
won only 14 out of 63 League 
games under Atkinson. “I'm 56 
and Tm the best five-a-side 
player at the chib,” he said last 



accepts 


teEism in 


Atkinson: His quips blended 
swagger and 



year, adding: “Mind you, I 

’ we are down at 
jewiD at 

igendis. 

not further tarnished. 
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TJe change of management 
pas been instrumental m shap - 
ing Wight's new mood "Eny- 
bo<fy knows it was cot foe best 
rdationsfaip" said of las 
dealings wkh the former Arse- 

w tatotohs ?£5T2nJ5i3s 

IV N*r»?: •' h,, f R - ,, w ° l ° f tiie go in to training and that has 

l^nviJ^ Abbey yesteidsy never happerSf to me in 10 

7 Jan Wnght demonstrated the years in the game. I tSdn’t-wanr 
v.-rahie of positive thinking. tobe in all fitpe Bmem 
- , . Saturday Wight scored “There was tension, it is 
- fits 13th goal of the season to morerdaxcdww.HjOTisah* 
move top of the Premiership's of banter now, before it 



After the redemp- 
tion, the rejuvena- 
tion. Counselling 
has been the buzz- 
word of the week 
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hkyomgRaafofram-ntar^ 
has been a tong time since Ar- 
senal had a midfield pfamar 
who loots for the front man fed 
sid^ben iogks for the options. 
Before Iwee9d make a rra and 
the pass woejd go to foe side 
fiat, foeenttfcasis was oe keep- 
ing foe T«L I would get 
frustrated.*’ 

- WrigjbftBagbsd earners an 
example of 1 shat you can do whh 
sfiwwiins His detractors would 
point oat fog. if you take away 

• 1 . ~zr - vhuwi uuw v ucitiic u wv • ™ fr «rqr) a k n y aiii g fan l uf»n - 

™arts; m Georgia next Sat- ‘stop messing about, time for pale has scored oricehj Wior 
EjJXJjf 5“ 5”^ Arsenal players «5£s6ppontere 
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England appearance for two 

- years. On Sunday he was 33 - 

- truly an icon for Ihespreading- 
' waist generation. 

2 “Not bad for an old ’un,” he 
: agreed after tFammg.W!d^b£jwi 
.his revival down to more sleep 
J (going to bed at 1030 rather 
; than Laffing asleep in frexut of file 

- television after midnight), a 
. ^better diet (no spreading waist 

-for him), and Arsenal’s new 
Gallic influence. Listening to 
him, though, his secret ap- 
peared to be pure desire. 

**I feel I can do any thing I 
want to do as long as my mind 
is right and I am feeling good 
about myself. There is no ob- 
stacle anyone can put in front 
of me that can make me not 
want to play football and pity 
welL My mind is right now, I feel 
really positive.” 


The Scotland manager, Craig 
. Brown, has insisted the latest 
withdrawal of Duncan Ferguson 
wil] not affect his Worid Cup 
plans. 

The Everton striker has 

- pulled out of Sunday’s qualify- 
ing match with Sweden with a 
calf injury which forced him to 

-miss his club's 1-1 Premiership 
draw with C oven try on Monday. 

Ferguson's absence from the 
1 tie at Ibrox means the tdayerwffl 
. have missed 15 of the last 17 
. games his country has played. 

- The£4m forward has made only 
two appearances since his trans- 
fer from Rangers two years ago 
and has taken four years to earn 


when to work. 

*Ars 6 ne Wenger is very re-, 
lazed. He does not say mwh 
during a session. He leaves it to 
the end, or stops it and has a 
word. The old sergeant-major 
firing, the fear factor and fright- 
ening kids in to playing, is in the 
past. Managers like that are us- 
ing methods from way before. 

The gftm* has gone on. - 

“Arsine Wenger and Glenn 
Hbddktrem people like adnfts 
and that gets the best out of 
them. It doesn’t need tobe done 
with a whip and a chair. People 
want to do well anyway. 

“Arefcoe Wenger emphasises . 

one-touch play and getting m . know, 1 alwayafehl wanted to 
the last third qukkly- bat with!- dowweflhwaslnffingme-Now 
quality. Ii really helps me, I get 2 ‘s briffiant, it’s a boons, 1 
so many chances." wasn’t apeetjog h. 

“Patrai Vieira is doing really • *1 feR foe golden god was 

well for me,” added Wright of made forme. Ireafiy wanted to 


•wpa dn o te foatl _ _ 
assribstkofothebasi 
90mmjtes< 

<mty pJayed coubjcaiue 

- 

Hej ‘ 


was at Earo 96 ia foe 1 
doing nwfip.and l_sawjct Bee a 
fan because t ftoqjk k was 
gooe for mCv k was. mrbeliev- 
able, I was so^atb k. J*at see- 

ing foe boys bofomg bin and 
wanning op. Tb bc bade 
amongst k is so great. 

"Ibis means cunythfo g to 
me. It is foe lugbert foud yon 
can play at. 1 fed better about 


be krwhreJ in that. I was so jeal- 
ous of Oliver BjerbofLTb com: 
coandscore-irwasmy whede 
drean to do that and I was gut- 
ted 1 would kTve to be havmg 
foe season I am having now, 
then, to see ifl could force my 
way mlo that squad." 

Hoddte, who tried to sign 
Wright for Cbelsea last year, 
said: Tve always said age 
doesn’t matter. Wc had a cake 
for him on Sunday - except we 
could not get all foe candles on 
- but be was stfll very sharp in 
training on Monday.” 

Wright himself caderiraed 
hie ea g erness . “Tve been in 
football foe 10 yea rs and 1 am 
stg en t husiastic about k. I feel 
rm having a tasi bfesu* 
Damme MbObo was foebog 
leas dmpy yes t e rd ay. When 
En^aod take off from Luton 
Airport for Georgia this mom- 
iug tbe Liverpool defender >riD 
be back at Melwood receiving 
tzeamem on his reaming fame 
i nj u ry- It dso prevented him 
frapKmmagdaiiglBsfintiii- 
tenariaadcaftttriast month. At 
22 , trme is On fan side but that 
wfflbeoffinfeca ri so hfi oniodty. 
■ In foe d»ence of Ben 
Tbstche^ the Manchester Unit- 
ed midfielder Nicky Butt wfi] 
the England's Under-21 
in thear European Cham- 


W l 
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gia in Batumi on Friday 
afternoon. 


Ian Wright was glad to be back on England forty at Baton Abbey 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


blow Taylor to take over at Orient 


jistsixcms-Inslast.^amstAnS' co pt rbreflM Estonia natch or 
triainVKnnainAimnsLwaslns be ftweed to replav foe frttnre. 


tria in VKnnain Ai^nst, was his 
first i n v ol v ement in 20 months. 

Brown said: “It’s not exactly 
a surprise to roe. Duncan has 
missed so many games now, that 
Pm quite ambivalent about it 
But he could have bad more 
than 30 caps by now. If you are 
■ an international manager, you 
have to get used being Jet down 
- by players. ^ Obviously tbe strik- 
ing position is one we are not 
wdfendowed with, so it’s (fc- ' 
appointing to lose Duncan.” 

Scotland will learn from Fifa, 
the governing body of foe^ world 
game, tomorrow whether they 
are to get the ponds from th 


Deforced to replay tbe frttnre, 
and wfflbe told If captain Gary 
McAllister’s one-match ban h 3 S 
been wiped ont or not by foe 
foidcal qpisode in Tallin. 

'. -The Wales captain, Barry 
HcEne, is the latest iigtny casu- 
alty before Satmriay’s Warid Cop 

-in Emdboves. -Tbe 34-year-dd 
Binnmgbam nkffiddtf bad to 
pofl opt because H a 
strain aadhis 



til after his meeting with Ori- 
ent’s chairman. Barry Hearn. 
And while Smart responded 
with an improved of- 
of an 18-month deal with an 
of a two-year extension, 
lor made it dear that it was 
too little, too late. . 

“I would have accepted the 
offer if .foeybad made it a week 
J. didn’t want tio 
the players 
.’■fiyforsaid. 
hew erffer only 
came as a panic measure after 
they heard what 1 had been of- 
fered at Orient 
-qn- ■ *3 wasn’t impressed by the 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Leyton Orient are to confirm tbe 
appointment of their former 
p^er^^^Bglor y^nrnew 

ed to join the Bnfoene Road side. 

T&yior, who took over at the 
Abbey Stadnnn dnb in May last 
year and has Igdtbgm to second 

pdaceinfoeT'^ 

fteOraibrid 
$mnt,}jjkbSLi 
i^oflfaetFit; 
replace .Pat 

sadoed. ' 


Henman misery in Moscow 
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Tennis 

Britain's No 1, Tim Henman, 
! suffered his third- successive 
first-round defeat when he was 
beaten in three sets by Zim- 
babwe’s Byron Black in the 
Kremlin Chip in Moscow yes- 

- terday. 

j Henman, who dropped three 
places to 2Sth in the latest 
. world rankings issued this 
week, staged a spirited fight- 
back after going down 6-2 in the 
first seL He won the second 6-3, 
. but, in a disappointing end to 
the Oxford-based playeris star- 
tling year on the Ibur, Black 

- proved too strong in tbe de- 
cider, which he took 6-4. 

pseed. 
for foe 


aaer, wmen ne uws. v-*. 

Wryne Ferreira, the top ! 
lost his chance to qualify To 


seasoMidfogAITIbmCfaam- 
p Unships when he crashed to 
defeat a gainst Britain’s Greg 
Rnsedskiin the opening round 
of the Stockholm Open. 

- The Canadian-born Ruseds- 
ki, who has climbed one place 
in the world ranldngsthisweek 
from 54 to 53 after showing 
much-improved form of late, 
won Monday’s match 6-3, 3-6. 
6-3. 

“I was oa top from foe start,” 
said Rusedski, pleased after 
winning against a top -10 {flay- 
er for the first time mis year. 

The 23-year-old Briton's 
powerful serve and volley kept 
Ferreira on foe ran and the 
South African made many un- 
forced errors, but rallied to 
win the second set, 
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I IV CM WUXHALL COHERENCE 

W>Y*fl IV Al tri n cha m » Sovttyort (745) 

UNBOND LEAGUE Pramiw OMsiore 
KnowsJeyv Banker Bridge: Wndon tyOa- 
wyn Bay. Fimt DMafaxe DroyaWwi v Osn- 
0 ewn; Oncoin UM v Fareiey Ca«c. 

OSLEASIJEeMntanlnM«nceCn>*«> 

ond rounct Hamw Borough vEnflekljwai- 
ton 8 Narahamv Gaps f7,4Si- 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE OB first reund 
second la £ Famham tajvWogn anh W, 
Havant CO v Newport pcW) Of. Sr laonaid* 
Stanicroft {23 v Hastings (1). 

HI CARLSGERG WSE FlmHouiKl re- 
plawB Weaktetone v Spalding (7.*5), 
Fatmam v SmUbld C7.45). 

, -HOmH WBSTCOIKIBS IEAO|EF«» 
tiMton: Whennn CoHadsavSaltaq: Chad- 

. ■ iLi'B 51 ' /irSdafton v CBtheroa; Jitawcasdfl Town v 

V ..|si V^T»aifbrt;StHa!anawDB™(on. 

_ W FEDERATION BREWERY WORntEW 

, . ■ Wl LEAGUE RmtDivlalo w ConsettvChesW- 

' -•* ' le-Stroat; Duitwn v GutsOorxi^i. 

NORTHERN COUNTS* EAST LEAGUE 
Prandar DIvMbr GJaartwughmn v Norm 
Ferrtjy. PraaUana C19 ***** nantt 
Maftdy Man v FariqSBE. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUITY LEAOE 
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.hawk v Hssocha. Jowi phot wy" 1 ? 
-sscond itMixfc mUb Oak v Lanflicy (7.15). 
4:S¥B0N WESSEX LEAGI*: 
J^vSnxtienlmtCoiws vEWCwas Eos*- 

.■ leigh v Ryde. __ 

JEWSON 'EASTERN C0UNISS t£A«* 
OMakNK Bury Town v Man* 
^(7.dS); Gortsson vWisPacft (7.45): Soham 
LvWrewi(7.A5). . ' 

y SCREWHX MRBCT lEAGIg PraiBWDP 

irVmoK Bndponv ManBW'W' 1 - 
rcup fkst .rataC Bamaapfe » Tam» 
f (7^5). - - . 

r . LEAOUEOF WU£S: Caaroatoi^wn » »a 
; • (7.4S; CMBOtan TO** * Wf 
ii(7 CMittanvTbn 
K V»vNa*ta(m$7J0): 

5! Bay uxtr. V corw 

^ madog v Alwystiyyth (7.30). 


PQMWS LEAGOEPiwotarOMrion: 8olBn 
vStota Obi: leedev Noam Fee gialtaxlMn 
FC, 7.0); TTanniBfa v Uerpcx* {TO). FVstDI- 
vMco; Askw \» v MMMMtaiiB) fMUstB 
FC. 7.(* Noes Coumyv BtoeNpool (7.0); Pen 
VMb v Wtest Brom (7bh Pmstonv Cowry 
P.0). Sacond DMNok Hul V BjiWv (70); 
Stodipon V WTKtfam 16.45); HxV v RMfier- 
mm C7J». H*ri DttiMoK BuyvScuntnr- 
pe (7.01; CtiaEarvBocMala fT^S; Uncoh 
v Swbrnugi (7 jQ: wigBn vDarii^n (7bL 
«W MSURANCE COMBMAIBN W Df- 
vision: Boumemaudi v Norwfcft C2.0J; 
BrWttm v Mfeel OOF. BdsW R»»n» 
bttfonffete'fcNn.7. — 
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taswch V W«st Ham BuyScSInuxa. 7 JSt; 
Luton v ‘Emenham (2Xjfc Cbtad Utd v swv 
Oan U33)\ Soudomm vVMtod (Sta- 
ptevood, MarrfTWOOd. 130r. Swansea w 
Portsmowh (2XH. 

Cricket 

TUUBMWC HDt Ai WMa fflBa dayES aO i 
an Ausoala r War mfies. ■ 

Rn^y UakMi 

U_30 unless sts&tC 

CLUB MATCH: CanOUdge Unhnrfiwcti Bar- 
barians (3-0) 

HU inmsttt. IKT ER PB I BCT CI M M P T- 

Sufliof^^Sd wSca- 
titfi EWbs (at MimwfcWJ- 

ANGLOWEU5H CUP Pod 1A: Ncatt) w 
L9c«R«- (7.15); 

Pool 2A; Ournentv London MB (7.(3). 
lit Hariequra v us«a (705). 

Baaketbafl ' 

7UP TROPHY: CnpfflIPaMM v 
Btiiass BO): Nwcaste 
WGonts,. . _ . 

OfflOKAN CUP: tondon Toaenv Verona 
(ttrfy:8-0). 

OUwraports 

NETBALL* second Tl 
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Schumacher 
extends stay 
at Ferrari 


Michael Schumacher has 
demonstrated his faith in Fer- 
rari by extending his contract 
with the ftafian team to the end 
of 1999, writes Derick ASsop. 

■ The German, who surren- 
dered his worid championship to 
Damon HiDthisyear, is thought 
to have agreed a deal worth MJm 
for foe additional two seasonsof 
his commitment to Ferrari. 

Negotiations will have 
covered also the identity of 
Schumacher's team-mate, and 
it is significant Rnaxfs an- 
nouncement yesterday con- 
firmed Eddie Irvine would be 
retained for next year and that 
the Ulsterman had an option 
with the team for 1998. 

Above all. however, Schu- 
macher must hare been satisfied 
with the progress and potential 
at Maraneflo. As his earnings 

o utside racin g mo re than matc h 
his salary, he can well afford to 
indulge Us spor ti ng ambition 
and ?r k hk aim to regain tfae-ti- 
fle at foe wheel of a Ferrari. 

Lola have confirmed that it 
is returning to Formula One 
next season for the first time 
since 1993 after securing a four- 
year sponsorship deal with 
Mastercard. Possible drivers 
foe Ricardo 

Rosset and Ricardo Zonta, a 
double winner in foisyear’s For- 
mula 3000 series. 


Despair for 
Morgan on 
return home 


Morgan, 
man ranked No 9 in foe world, 
arrived back in Britain yester- 
day to discover that his moth- 
er Cynthia bad already died 
from cancer. 

Morgan returned from 
Bangkok, where he had been 
playmg in the Castrol-Honda 
Warid Oip, to be with his aflmg 
mother. But less than 90 minutes 
into his flight to Heathrow news 
came through to tbe Thai capi- 
tal that she had already died in 
a Newport hospice. 


iDg against cancer since 1 
suffered a relapse while her son 

was on Worid Cup duty. 

Tbe 30-year-old Morgan 

wanted to travel back earlier in 
tbe week but stayed to help 
Wiles qualify for the quarter-fi- 
nals on his mother’s wish. 

The remaining team took a 
break from the event yesterday 
before tbe knock-out stages 
get underway today. When the 
competition resumes the second 
favourites, England, meet Aus- 
tralia and the Republic of Ire- 
land take on Canada. 

On Thursday Thailand, after 
their 9-0 whitewash of foe Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, face foe 
Welsh. Mark Bennett, who 
readied the semi-finak of the 
Grand Prix at Bournemouth 10 
days sg p, takes Morgan’s place. 


Americ an Football 

Demur’s veteran quarterback. John B- 
wsy; en^neeredhfe35mcanseflourtf>- 
q ua rtBrconiebackvteaiyastfie Bmncos 
edged out the Oakland Raiders 22-21 
on Monday niga. Owy found a wide 
open Rod Snkh ctresMng down the Held 
and rammed on a 4^yari touchdown 
suite irtlh 4n*r Msec remalnmgas the 
Broncos won their fifth In a row to raise 
thek record to an AFC-best 8-1. 

NR: Dantar 22 OsMand 21. 

BmMM 

WA: Houston 75 Utan 72; AtfantB 04 Pon- 
late 75. 

Cricket 

Ed GUdra, the first cricteter to be dls- 

^areeel^^ist^e^S^ixTTh ban 
heard at lord’s on Friday. Gnkfins, the 
25-yrai-oW En^and A fast bowler 
sacked by Sussex in the wake of the 
scandal, is to appear befcre a four-men 
Cricket Council panel chaired by 
Desmond Perron QC. A Test and Coui- 
ty Cncket Board discipline committee 
banned Gddins fiom Hist-dess crictet 
until April 1998 after rejecting in Au- 
gust his plea that a spiked drink was 
responsible for testing positive dur- 
ing Sussex's County Championship 
match against Kent « Tunbridge wefts 
In late May. 

Football 

Derby have tfventp hope of sfrung me 
Portiij&jese strher Paulo Alves fiom 
Spotting Lisbon after feOng to bring ten 
to the Basebaa Ground on loan. 

The man m chargs of ticker booths and 
ffse personnel has beat arrested In con- 
nection with the siadlum stampede that 
kUlad 84 people m Guatemala City on 
18 October Wbrtd Cuq before the 
scheduied start of the qualifying game 
between Guatemala and Costa (tea. 
There have been accusations that the 
game was oversold by as many as 
10.000 tickets. At least two people are 
to custody for peddling bogus tickets. 

PREHKRSHW AH& F«CT DMSMM SUS- 
PENSIONS: SanSoNi Olft ft Kmm {Uan 
UBfl 1 match fiom 9tn Non It I 
(BoHonl lmaenfiom 12m Nnc FI 
tPMBiwwfol matoitram 9diNor.n 
(SwmdorD 1 match from 14th Nor. 21 
Panfty Paints A TttonpnM (Bottom 3 
marches from 12th Now. 


way it came about and 1 felt in 
foe end I had to leave as a mat- 
ter of prinrijfle.’* 

DrpJor, a West Ham team- 
mate of Holland in foe Ham- 
mers' 1975 FA Cup final victory 
over Rilham, will finalise foe de- 
tails of his Orient contract to- 
day before putting pen to paper 
at foe dub he first joined 30 
years ago on Thursday morning. 

But he left behind him an an- 
gry Smart. “1 worked hard 
overnight to get him foe im- 
proved offer but in view of 
what he’s said maybe it's better 
that he moves on,” Smart said. 

“I had a long discussion with 


Golf 

Cofin M ontgomerie and lan Vtoosnem 
were just one stroke aft the lead after 
the fin* round in the Johnnie Water Su- 
per Ibur in "Esipei. Tisiwan, jesterdayL The 
top two Europeans both had four-un- 
der-per rounds of 68. but three play- 
ers - South Africa's Ernie Bs. Lin 
Kengcfti of Ttinmn and Park Nam-sin 
of Korea - went one bettec Mompmerie 
recovered from an mdHfcrera start to 
shoot four todies to the beck nine. 

JOMNME WALKER SUPEft TOUR (TfcM. 
TNpNqrawii— rt«norw67LHcrg<ftiTBrt; 
P Naovsci (5 tot E Ek BAL 88 C Monnnm 
(Soo); 1 wooanam <UM). 7lFCHreimn. 72 
V Snip me. 75 C ftaphoi PM. lE&Xirsn 
tett 0 Mr Ncontf. 0)M ate ibtvift wn m be 
PteW VI SnuL Manfls ate earWnk nw mo 
neetktHjg). 


Tommy. I felt he was unsure 
about the move and that it was 
maybe in his best interests to 
stay with us. 

'’After he left 1 immediately 
got in touch with the other di- 
rectors to reconsider our offer, 
but he'd made his decision 
within 2D minutes of speaking 
to me this moming.” 

WhfleThyiorwasset to arrive, 
there were three departures 
from Brisbane Road, with for- 
mer vice-chairman Derek 
Wemrabe and fellow directors 
Hany Linn ey and Vince Marsh 
all resigning Hearn hopes to 
bring new faces in shortly. 


RMtnC DM90N 



3 51 32 a 
1 4? 36 15 
3 42 48 15 
3 4b 48 35 
0 39 38 U 
0 47 44 34 
3 32 54 7 


MWHA CUP TNftf random 

fwn; AtttonJ » Oeom; B***m Lecaser v Her- 
don: Bedtoxi vuyftnd Itaun; Bunoo* Smkxd 
v Sm»x BuBiwm v UMemewt Bactew* * 
SnonvK4;C*mB>tMyvHaretani;Ctton«Biack- 
homCnmm RamUn v [>dnvy Greyc Don- 
cs>» y Bwy St EUmonds; E*saaxe v E*mc 
GuUtom v Koaairc Htitom 1 WMey Ban 
regrefttapa « smivy; nmm » Hgf - ■ 


Liwrpool v Souhwnonti; Luton Tow v Lotf>- 
Dontei Studwrts: OU loupmaia v Ponance: 
OunuStUwKfo&Kiehtf EOMnnftaMrCo» 
ley vliqarsSto&vNm StSlh; Sunomena 
Bam* v SOUOWOK SUM Ohm Lfc b Eamoutv 
Weten Gmwi Cny a Fambanntoi; Ww Vfciwy 
vOwknteRS MncMHBrTEiwtsr WnefrmnHa 
» Budcc WBbic « MwcasHB. Tbs B t» p«(M 
an Savin' 1 Deemto u. 

lea hocfccry 

fWkbMAnrte4Bo»4(oO;DniM5Hwt- 
M 3i Tampa Bqr 5 NT Rariro 3; Nr tatandm 
4PMsaeWM3. 

EASTOW CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DMSION 
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T V OA PIS 

1 34 36 IS 

2 33 33 12 

3 40 40 U 

3 52 54 11 
5 34 39 31 

0 32 50 8 

4 <1 23 20 

3 54 50 15 
a 41 43 M 

1 42 38 13 
1 25 33 11 
0 34 39 10 

4 33 33 10 


O 39 31 30 
2 40 36 30 
2 41 29 IB 
0 36 39 32 
O 44 45 12 
2 34 37 12 


Somerset 
appoint 
Reeve as 
coach 


Cricket 


POOLS FORECAST AN D WEEKEND FIXTURES 


Raffyhtf 

The Italian Piero barn and Bream's Col- 
in McRae strengthened Sudani's gpp 
on the Worid Reify Manufacturers' 
Championship yesterday by extending 
their lead m the Catalunya Rally. Sub- 
aru lead Mitsubishi by 33 pores m me 
‘tide race and they look set ro ream that 
advantage, bant opened upa 13-sec- 
ond leaden McRae after 10 stages and 
the Scot was a former 13sec ahead of 
Belgium's Freddie Lor. 

CAlAU5NAftMiy(Lka«(toMK;Stetel0te- 

Ite smmm e«Mr ie«tte*«fc * p laai liu 
Suwu mwea 2nr 17mm isstc. 2 C Mstao 
1GB1 Suoani m®«zB +13»c: 3 f Lon iBrb Top 
oaCehcaCT4 *2E‘4Bfim 'Btn Fort Eicon 
Cotaann +2& 5 T Mafuncn <fin‘ Moutarv 
Lamr +52: 6 K Erwaon 'Swei MouDch Law 
+1:33; T P BertvOnt (Fn FctC Eaton +1-52: 
8 R Bums 1G8: Mcsuauni uncer +3:12: 9 O 
Goran: iSe> FXyiauB Ifc gm c +228. 10 R 
Madera ift»: 7i»aa CeCca GM at ?56. 

Ih^by La^iw 

HlA h»e made ttw chief eecutire, 
Stephen BaP. redundant as part of the 
cLfc'5 management resttuciLmg. Aljn Kta- 
son.theHBchaman, sadyestotdsy: 'Wt 

hae askBd Stm to comnue m advise 
us on our grant applications and wash to 
publicly thank lan far hs major posfoue 
corenbuaons ewer the past 18 months.* 
item yesterday named ftfer AUhofiand. 
th e former West e rn Reds boss, as their 
head coach tor next season. The 42- 
yev-old former Canterbury Bankstowm 
player takes up his appomtment m Jan- 
uary, but will travel to Pens Istar the 
month to meet hey players from »ie 
French competition and members of the 
Parts management team. 

Saflhig 

A hgh performance wiB be in- 
cluded in the 2000 Olympics foutwmg 
a vote tn the council of the toeemationai 
Sating Federation at its annual gener- 
al meeting m Brig hton yesterday. The 
choice of dinghy and the exclusion of 
any eosang class to mate way for it Mil 
be the subrea of intense debate and 
iotibying before a final slate is presented 
to the council on Friday 
Joehen Schumann, the three-times 
Olympic gild medallist frtiiri Germany. 


Dermal Reeve, foe new ciuch 
at Somerset, is pledging to pro- 
duce a filler team for next sea- 
son. The former ^hrwkrkshire 

X in believes his new cunn- 
e the talent to ocIucvl' suc- 
cess. particularly with the 
Pakistan leg- spinner. Mushl.iq 
Ahmed, reluming to team up 
with Andy Cuddick. 

Reew. confirmed as Somer- 
set’s new firsl-icam coacli vev- 
lerdsy.said:''! want lo bring in 
a more pitflessamal approach, 
while creating a relaxed emi- 
rnmneitt which will encourage 
Che players to pnxluev their 
best. 

“There is a lot of tulcm hei e 
and together with Colin Wells 
I yhali be hooking to maximise 
it. 1 am ready lo give ltiU per 
cent to the job ami .see it as a 
great new- challenge. 

“The players will be given in- 
centives to’ report hack litter 
than ever in The spring and then 
we shall tty to build on that. 

“Fitness’is so vital in first -class 
cricket these days, particular h 
for the bowlers. It nas become 
something of an obsession w iih 
roe.** 

The 3 ’-year-old Reeve was 
the mast successful captain in 
the county game in the IWHs. 
but had to step diiwn at the be- 
ginning of lust season because 
of a hip injury. 

In 1994 he led Warwickshirv 
to the unique treble of the 
Championship. Benson and 
Hedges Cup and the Sunday 
League. 

Among Reeve's first duties 
will be to advise on strength- 
ening Somerset's squad with 
winter signings and the appoint- 
ment of a new captain to 
succeed Andy Hay burst who left 
the club at the end of the 
season. 

■ Brian Lara will captain the 
West Indies for the first time in 
a limited-overs, day-night match 
against West Australian at foe 
WACA Ground today. Lara 
will take over from the tour cap- 
tain. Courtney Walsh, who will 
be rested for foe second match 
of foe lour. 


has won tfie world sdor ot the ^ar ward. 
The women's award went to Hong 
Konfa Lai Shan Lee. winner of the fast 
and last-eversataggoid for the colony 
in tha windsurfer dass at Savannah. The 
1995 winner; Russell Gouts, received 
the OegBa achievement award for ths 
year’s dean sweep on the match rac- 
ing drcwL 

Tony Bubmore was back in Les Sables 
d’OJoime 48 houis after the start dthe 
Vendee Globe single-handed round 
the worid race to repair hs newty-in- 
stated. more powerful autopfts, but a- 
peered to be back at sea overnight. 
Isabelle Auussien of France, leads with 
Bream’s Pete Goss fymg eighth. 

Tennis 

CIOCKHOIM OPENtamM) aktera. 
Wit nmte R ttowteit 1US1 M ! St*MUSi 7 0 
B-t; S StoH* |A|»» M iBoriunn ISaei 5-3 J 0 
6 - 1 . 

BANK OF THE WEST CLASSIC WOMEirs 
TCUSHWENT (ONdrad, CaW) Shtera. tint 

round: B Schmc LfeCMhr (Net!" M v IWora 
0151 1-6 6-t 6-4: K Po lUT.l W M LVHn.-vi iBuii 
6-0 E-2. L WM WSl M C RUfen HiSi u ? JO. 
A U4P OKi tn K StuOmta-n rSBuro.i M t- 
1; U Wndri VMwiw ilIS< H 0 IAiVi 
7 6 6 2: E Umkrcki (Ruo> te 4 : uis,.tfT>., 
UW>4n12-6 7-6 62 

HEUSMieTS CUP (SandteA CMa) Mwri sfev- 
bm, ant m* h cim vvb m m h«u iCfi* 
b-3 63-, &1 Zabolm i/Vgj M M CfiraoiUi 1 4fT.' 
6261: EAtanc iSplMR iaaw i0>« C— 1 1'> J. 
N iapmi itcui ta C kVWcus i^t.- i>J f-J. k< 
Cross *Gfrt k M Rodnoc.* i**rJ ‘j •' i>-s 
F KMffn iBrihtF Santoro iFrt (< 3 f- i. a H» > 
randez lMe\j tn S Cone iCW 6 .1 3-ij i»? 

G Sbmtem lOrtft UDIWHo i>3 l-J. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

51 


The mmtttss that had elapsed 
before Shaun Cassidy made 
history by becoming rugby 
union’s ftast tactical substitu- 
tion in Bedford's match 
against South Africa A. Pre- 
viously only replacements for 
injured players were allowed. 



HwtB Wite 

nsame^y vUcrt-cri 
*2 Chamwrv Steat* 

3 towocti.vEnJdierda 

4at*nvR3rt»wH 

*«S»l»vWc*«(fwwfori 

7 9taA Brom vPort Vate JHBBIB 

SS6S?S»|J2I 

pw»r*a 


13 CherartM v Premn 

MiijuivNoncousy 

JSMMhivWiM 



*16 Gfembuyv 96M Ronis 
u vtotei v Pawtantei 
1M Y/fcoiftJS v H/mottb — 

AM sioneon* Gflrgran * Wo- 

hum. 

•Poaponed due to Mamadonat tehee Auto 


28 Sorttrape v DoncHAP . 

29 TonMV v CddK 
SOWenvHntin 




JOBSON'S 

CHOICE 

5 SUNDAY 7PM. 

\ THURSDAY MIDNIGHT. 



WATCH RICHARD JO.BSON. A MAN WITH OPINION & ATTITUDE - NO MUSIC VIDEO IS SAFE 


MUSIC THAT 
MEANS 
SOMETHING 


ovo liable via cable and satellite 
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MELBOURNE CUP 

Australia finds Saintly hero to 
repel the Europeans, page 25 


sport 


WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 1996 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


UNrTED HE STANDS 

Alex Ferguson focused on 
the next 10 years, page 26 


De Glanville given England captaincy 


Rugby Union 

~~W- ‘^T“ 

CHRIS HEWETT 

.M \m 

Blood is thicker than water. Jack 
Rowell, the England coach, 
went back to the bosom of his 
beloved Bath yesterday and 
named Phil de Glanville as his 
new national captain. If 
Lawrence Dallaglio, the red-hot 
favourite for the job, is suffer- 
ing the sharp pangs of disap- 
pointment, imagine how Wfll 
Carling and Jeremv Guscott 
must feel 

.w 
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f 
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When Carling gave up the 
captaincy at the end of last sea- 
son’s Five Nations’ Champi- 
onship, he insisted that he bad 
every intention of prolonging his 
international career among the 
foot soldiers. Today, he faces a 
straight fight with His long-time 
partner Jeremy Guscott for the 
one available centre place 
against Italy on 23 November. 

Which is not to say that he 
will necessarily lose that battle; 
Carling's recent club form for 
Harlequins has been everything 
it should be and more, and his 
enthusiasm for the rough and 
tumble of an unforgiving sport 
remains undiluted. But Guscott 
is in sensational nkk and has the 
advantage of a lengthy club 
partnership with the new- skip- 
per. Unless Rowell gambles by 
playing either man out of posi- 
tion, he will have to leave one 
of them out and whoever goes 
over the edge will make an aw- 
fully big splash. 

For De Glanville, selection is 
no longer an issue - not his own. 
at any rate. The 28-year-old Ox- 
ford Blue, bora in Loughbor- 
ough but forged in the fires of 
the most successful dub outfit 
in English rugby history, will be 
the first name on tire team 
sheet until the end of the season 
and, if all goes well, far beyond. 

“I'm confident I’ll be at the 
next World Cup in 1999,” he 
said yesterday, blinking through 
the dazzle of a hundred flash- 
bulbs. "Will Carling did fantastic 
things for English rugby, thrust- 
ing ft into the forefront of the 
world game, and he remains a 
tremendous player. But now is 
the time for someone new to put 
his stamp on the side, lo bring 
a positive attiuide towards the 
wav we plav at international 
level." 

Dc Glanville has worked 
closely with Rowell since 1990, 
when ne joined Bath from Ox- 
ford. Notoriously, the coach's 
relationship with Carling bad 
more downs than ups; now that 
he has manoeuvred a familiar 
and trusted face into a position 
of such influence, Rowell can 
move ahead more confidently 
with a radical restructuring of 
his side. 

“Jack and l go back a long 
way." De Glanville said. “We 
can be straight with each other 
and we will he m the future. I’m 
sun. 1 . If something needs saying. 
I'm the sort to say it. So is jack, 
of course, but 1 see mvsclf as a 




CAPTAIN'S 
LOG: THE 
DE GLANVILLE 
FILE 


England -snewcaptsin has two 
nicknames “Blouse" (as in *a 
biggW's~7, whfcb he earned 
during eerty days at Bath be- 
cause of his frequent visits to 
the treatment table, and. * Hol- 
lywood", because of his film- 
star looks 

Did his best to earn the firaij 
nickname and lose the r 
by breaking \vs TtpSe 
times, Afcd needed 15 
es In his left eyelid after felling 
Under the txxjfsoftieAll Blackv 
pack.. 






Monarch of all he surveys: Phil de Glanvflie gets a feel yesterday for stanefir^ tall at Twickenham, where he wOl lead England out on 23 November 


representative of the players and 
a conduit between them and the 
governing body, and that is an 
important position to be in. 
Thcrc is an awful lot to son out 
immediately, particularly off 
the pitch, and 1 want to sec the 
Rugby Football Union sit down 
with the clubs and hammer out 
an agreement so that we can all 
get on with the game." 


So there. Like almost every 
other member of the 43-strong 
England squad. De Glanville 
has yet to sign an RFU contract 
that would virtually guarantee 
him around £70,000 for this sea- 
son’s activities at international 
level. As the grey suits in the 
corridors of power are likely to 
discover sooner rather than lat- 
er, he is nobody’s pushover. 


Thanks to his promotion, 
however, he is unlikely to need 
his international money to stave 
off the bailiffs. Carling glam- 
orised the job of England cap- 
tain to such an extent during his 
eight years at the helm that De 
Granville, who has already been 
snapped up by the agency that 
markets AnthealUraer, can ex- 
pect commercial spin-offs worth 


at least £200,000 a season and 
possibly a great deal more. 

Rowell admitted yesterday 
that other names had come 
under consideration for the top 
job and that he had spoken at 
length Lo ail the candidates. DaJ- 
lagho. the Wasps captain, and 
Jason Leonard, his Harlequins 
counterpart and the most ex- 
perienced forward in the Eng- 


land side, posed the greatest 
threats to De Glanville, but the 
coach emphasised that he Lad 
reached his decision early and 
had only delayed revealing all 
because of the political uncer- 
tainty off the field. 

“We've had eight months to 
think about this and there were 
several outstanding candidates, 
but I wanted someone not only 


‘Delighted’ Carling quick to applaud appointment 


Will Carling graciously ap- 
plauded his successor as Eng- 
land captain: “I am delighted for 
Phil. He has been and will be an 
excellent captain. 1 have al- 
ways said so.” he said. 

“I realise the ramifications 
from my point of view. There is 
only one other centre position 
available. But selection is now- 
out of my hands and I hove been 
playing okay.” 

As to be expected, manage- 
ment and players at Bath were 
equally enthusiastic. The di- 


rector of rugby, John Hall, said: 
“Phil is a very strong character, 
and will not be frightened of 
making decisions. This is great 
news for bim and the dub. and 
it's a perfect reward for all our 
efforts down the years. Phil 
has got some great qualities, but 
inside that smooth exterior is 
one very Lough guy. I think that 
Phil should play alongside Jer- 
ry [Guscott]. and in doing that. 
England will have the best two 
centres in Britain.'' 

Guscott also welcomed de 


Glanville ’s new role. “I am very 
pleased that PhD has been made 
captain. He is the best man for 
the job,” his Bath team-mate said. 

“He's got the respect of all 
the international players, and 
has been knocking on the door 
for some time. From my point 
of view, it would be nice 'to play 
alongside him Tor England. 

“I think that Lawrence [Dal- 
laglio] will be disappointed be- 
cause he cannot help himself 
sometimes believing what he 
reads in the press." 


Mike Catt said: “Phil has def- 
initely shown his true colours, 
and I think he has got the re- 
spect of everyone. I think the 
England players will know what 
he is about. It has come at the 
right time for him after he was 
injured, and he has come back 
to play at his best again." 

Jon Sleigbtholme believes 
he can benefit personally from 
de GlanviDe's presence if he re- 
tains bis England right-wing 
berth. “He will be an excellent 
captain, and he will help me if 


I am there. Phil wfll give 1 10 per 
cent commitment”. 

Brian Moore. England's most 
capped hooker, said: "It must 
mean that the England camp 
has made a decision about the 
centre pairing. Now either Wfll 
Carling or Jeremy Guscott is not 
going to feature in the long-term 
plans coming up to the World 
Cup in 1999. I'd actually put my 
mark down for Phil much ear- 
lier, notwithstanding the fact 
that he wasn't first choice cen- 
tre at the time.” 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


good enough to hold his place 
but who had the respect of his 
colleagues and possessed the 
ability to read a game and ad- 
just to whatever demands might 
arise. This is a big challenge for 
Phil but then, be has come 
through a very challenging pe- 
riod of captaincy at Bath where 
the weight of expectation is al- 
ways heavy." 

Rowell was due to name the 
England side to face Italy before 
today’s t rainin g session at 
Bisham Abbey. Tun Stimpson, 
the Newcastle full-back, Ade- 
dayo Adebayo. the Bath win^, 
and two young forwards, Phil 
Greening of Gloucester and 
Simon Stew of Bristol were aO 
in the frame for a first cap. 

Yesterday, the RFU an- 
nounced that their long-term 
sponsors, Cellnet, had injected 
another “substantial six-figure 
sum" into England's coffers. In 
return, the company will have 
their logo splashed across the 
national shirts throughout this 
season's seven-lest programme. 

The hard centre, page 24 


Has progressed -to the hi 
point in the English game 
spite having the middle narrtgv 
Ranulph ? 

. _ V; 

Exotic names fun hi the -femi-',; 
ly: his wife, a maths teacher, is 
called Nfctenda ' 

Father, Derek, sells scrum- 
maging mach ines * 

Developed . that .. Hollywood 
physique during tong months of 
hard training as a 17 -year-old 
while taking a year out in Aus- 
tralia ‘ . : 

Has grown up a lot since he 
worked for'Cbw & Gate, the. 
baby fbod irianufacturers 

...and could now.be a candi- 
date for investigation by Agent 
Mulder of the X-files because 
erf cunerft job as marketing con- 
sultant with Droid Systems Ltd 

Watch out Matt Dawson. and 
(Van Bracken: the new captain 
played scrom-half at school 

Jack's lad rather than a Jack- 
the-lad: .he. first came under 
Jack Rowell's wing when he 
signed for Bath in 1990 while 
a student atOxforil 

A tearhifnanrhe refused to 
lead Bath tipfocbflect the PilR- 
ff^torv Gup irr l995 until injured 
regular raftata John Had had 
tefthteTwteKertham seat to lift 
the trophy.- . . . - - - 

Hats “slhglehandedly kept 
sportswear manufacturers In 
business by wearing out 
umpteen pairs of shorts while 
sitting on England's ' replace- 
ment bench 22 times 

‘ Ir 1 ': . . ’ 

Prudish spectators may be 
forced to cover their ears un- 
der pressure of the ferocious 
half-time team talks he deliv- 
ers to his charges at the first 
sign of slackness 

Received news of the England 
captaincy while playing golf 
with team-mate Jon 
Sleightholrrie - 
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Tuesday's Solution 
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ACROSS 

I Lunging, in dungeon. to 
have ciiivcs covered? t4-4) 

6 Road risk of ambush (hi 

9 Housewife imprisonL-d in 
the Tuileries <41 

It) Number ot horses slop with 
this leg-spasm t Ifl) 

I I Entertainers' telegraphed 
responses heard (3-6) 

12 Tropical plant appro* cd by 
sun god (4) 

13 A line-out inappropriate? 

14 Novel plot in singular Con- 
servative policy (3.4) 

16 Quiet tenant of Lincoln, 
possibly (9) 

]Q French composer of unlim- 
ited freedom 1 51 

21 Dahlia, to WouMer, turns 
nut to be a nut (41 

23 Rush commonly completed 
with care (10) 


25 \erdi- Holst arrangement 
not Listing lonjz 1 5-5 > 

2t> I twice get ihebird (4) 

Z~ Small. ugly figures of in- 
ternational bankers (b) 

2s Recitals in church for one in 
a silent order (Sj 
DOWN 

2 Neu ballet movements in 
game for women ( 7j 

3 The wicked dev il rose in a 
terrible stale (9) 

4 How Germans consume 

most at French petrol? (7l 

5 Fourth or fifth, ideal break 

for musicians (".SI 

b Angiv words in ruval house 

rf 

7 Unite trapped by a hook, in 
the interior (5) 

8 Banking (lap on a lire cv 

chungci"! 

15 One may turn up Ibe vol- 
ume at work CM 


17 Make coarse growlv har- 
rumph. initially, intrench 
cathedral? (7)' 

IS Dali started with great num- 
bers of meaningless draw- 
ings (7) 

2i) Joplin's style of Maigrct 
mysierv? (7| 

22 Half oi them odd. to drum 
incessantly (5) 

24 Charlotte's first date 
arranged with vounc soldier 


Coventry mishandle 
Atkinson’s switch 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 

.As baton hand-overs go. it was 
on a par with the mess into 
which Britain's male sprinters 
got themselves at the Olympics. 
Ron Atkinson passed the man- 
agership of Coventry City on to 
Gordon Strachan yesterday, 
but took up his new post as di- 
rector of football complaining 
that he was upset about the way 
the change had been handled. 

Atkinson, at 57 the oldest 
manager in the Premiership, 
said soon after taking over at 
Highfieid Road 21 months ago 
that Strachan would succeed 
him next summer. In the wake 
of Coventry’s draw at Everton 
on Monday, which left them 
third from boaoza the club con- 
firmed they had brought for- 
ward the 39-year-old assistant 
manager's appointment with 
the consent of both parties. 

It was the fact that the news 


was leaked to a newspaper 
which left Atkinson angry. “It 
annoyed me that it was leaked 
by someone who is a member 
of our hoard of directors. I can- 
not name that person hut f 
know who it is. He has let 
down the club and the chair- 
man." he said. 

“I was so annoyed that I was 
of a mind to quit, but the chair- 
man persuaded me to stay .We 
wanted to make the transition 
smoothly and without fuss. Gor- 
don Strachan van be assured 
that I will not be looking over 
his shoulder. My new role 
appeals to me and I intend to 
be very active." 

Bryan Richardson, the 
Coventry chairman, earlier re- 
butted reports that Atkinson 
had been dismissed. “He was 
not sacked at all. He came and 
approached me ai the end of 
last week to discuss the idea of 
Gordon taking over the running 
of the team," he said. 

“All we've done is bring 


forward exactly what we said be- 
fore. It was Ron's original idea 
when Gordon came to us that 
there was this absolute and 
firm plan. It’s in Gordon's con- 
tract and it's in Ron’s that Gor- 
don would take over." 

It is clear Coventry’s parlous 
position has prompted them 
effectively to end Atkinson's 
22-year career as a League 
manager. Despite his lavish 
spending - £15. 6m - the Sky 
Blues, who have been members 
of the top flight since 1967, again 
face a fight against relegation. 

Strachan, who continues to 
make cameo appearances as a 
substitute, haa been widely ex- 
pected to succeed Howard 
Wilkinson as manager of Leeds. 
When it became clear that 
Wilkinson was not ready to 
move “upstairs", the former 
Scottish international threw in 
his lot with Atkinson, under 
whom he played for Manches- 
ter United during the 1980s. 

A colourful career, page 26 


Sinclair to stay at Loftus Road 
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Trevor Sinclair yesterday 
brought a sudden stop to what 
was building up into the season's 
biggest transfer scramble when 
he withdrew his request and be- 
gan negotiations for a new*, im- 
proved contract with Queen’s 
Park Rangers. 

Stewart Houston had re- 
signed himself to losing the 
£5m-rated winger after the 23- 
ycar-old submitted a transfer re- 
quest last month. The QPR 
manager viewed Sinclair's de- 
cision as the perfect signal to the 
Rangers fans that the club was 
as committed lo returning to the 


3 


Premiership as any of their 
players and supporters. 

Sinclair's decision - it is un- 
derstood that the club have ef- 
fectively reached a compromise 
that he might be allowed to go 
if promotion is not achieved - 
will be a big blow for Spurs, 
Leeds and Blackburn. 

Sinclair, who was “delighted" 
to say he had withdrawn his 
transfer request “after long, 
frank and honest discussions” 
will play in Sunday's London 
derby with Crystal Palace. 

Cash-starved Nottingham 
Fores are ready to sefl one-time 


record signing Bryan Roy after 
losing patience with the out-of- 
form Dutch international Man- 
ager Frank dark paid £2. 5m to 
Italian dun Faggta for the 26- 
year-old striker in August 1994 
and Roy’s partnership with Stan 
Goflymbre helped Forest clinch 
a Uefa Cup place. 

But his form dipped after 
CoUymore’s departure. He dis- 
appointed last season with eight 
goals in 28 matches and has 
made the starting line-up only 
three times this season despite 
Forest's slide into the bottom 
two of the Premiership. 



Welcome to the future: Seiko Kinetic* . the first, 
quartz watch that turns your movement into - 
power. Every move you make Is converted Into, 
electrical Impulses by a tiny builNn powerhouse.- 
Ecological, reliable and efficient wear, it one day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks. Wear It 
daily - It will run continually. Made of titanium: 
light, yet strong and kind to your skin. 20. bar 
water resistant. One-way rotating bezel and' , 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - It's built to last 
Someday aB watches wffl bemade tifils way. 
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